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Fernando, country’s 14th 
Chief Justice, dies; 89 


ternoon at the age of 89. 


FERNANDO 
eral: fesdbackGinquirer com oh 


ENRIQUE M. FERNANDO, 
the country’s 14th Chief 
Justice of the Supreme 
Court, died yesterday af- 


He succumbed to heart 
failure after confinement 
^ for the past five months at. 
i FERNANDO) AIS 


Couple who bought ‘house 
of horrors’ to get refund, 


‘SYDNEY—A Taiwanese. 
‘couple who unwittingly 
paid a deposit on the Syd- 
ney home where Fil- 
ipino-Australian Set Gon- 
Zales student slashed his 
parents and sister to death 
‘il get their money back. 
‘COUPLE/AB 
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Reyes assets reach P18M 


Says net worth increase due to joint account wi 


LOANS from a bank and from relatives and friends, according to Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes, financed the building of his P10-million house on Aquino Street, 


abil 


s and Net Worth. 


AFP Officer's Village in Fort Bonifacio. He also owns two other properties at the village with a market value of P5 milion each as declared in his Statement of Assets, 


Pimentel: Garcia could not have acted alone 


By Michael Lim Ubac . 
‘Alcuin Papa and Cynthia D. Balana 


CUT and cut clean 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. is calling on Maj. Gen. Carlos 
Garcia to spill the beans now before its 
toolate. 

Pimentel, who was reached by phone 
in Cagayan De-Oro City, said the sus- 
pended two-star general "cant and 
shouldn't bear the cross of graft in the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines by his 


By Jolene R. Bulambot 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBÜ crrY—Authorities are 
Jooking into the possible involve- 
ment of a member of the cult 
headed by Ruben Ecleo Jr in the 
murder of the lawyer that had 
filed a parricide case against him. 

‘The features of Michael Favila, 
of Cagayan Silo, Palawan, match 
the sketch of the supposed killer 


CEBU LAWYER’S MURDER 
Probe focused on Ecleo cult member 


of lawyer Arbet Sta, AnaYongco, Ecleo is the PBMA' "supreme 
according to Reynaldo Esmeral- 
da, National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion director for Central Visayas. 
Esmeralda yesterday said ini- 
tial investigation showed that 
Favila, 44, was a former soldier 
and a reported member of Ecleo's 
Philippine Benevolent Missionar- 
ies Association (PBMA). He said 
Favila’s whereabouts were being 
checked. 


|, ROMULO HONORS ROMULO: President Aroyo and PDI chair 
if Maribi Unito chew thefatat dinner given by Roberto 
Romdo,ex DFA secretary and son of another DFA chief Carlos R. 


lonesome as if he were the Christ.” 

Pimentel said it was common belief 
that as AFP comptroller, he couldn't 
have amassed huge sums of question- 
able wealth by himself. 

“Subordinates’ consent and superi- 
ors’ OK are needed to effect amounts 
transfer under the command structure 
ofthe AFP” he said. 

Garcia reportedly maintained $1.42 
million worth of cash deposits on top of 
several pieces of real estate property in 
the United States. Just recently, he and 


master. 


But Edeos lawyer, Orlando 
Salatandre, 
should not make allegations with- 
out sufficient evidence. He also 
said investigators should also look 
into the other sensational cases 
that Yongco was handling, and not 
focus on Edeo's case alone. 

“I am appealing to the investi- 
gators to besilent. The premature. 


Pacificador acquittal 
shocks Javier family 


By Nestor P Burgos]r. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


SAN JOSE, Antique—The son of 
Evelio Javier yesterday con- 
demned the acquittal of the man 
accused of masterminding his 
! murder in February 1986. 
|. he very institution that my 
dad believed in and defended 
with his life is the very one that is 
now spitting on hi 
cis Gideon Javier, elder son of the 
|. ex-governor of Antique who was 
gunned down at 43. 

Gideon said his mother Pre- 
cious was shocked when he called. 
her in the United States to inform 
her of Arturo Pacificador’s acquit- 


his sons were able to withdraw fromthe 
AFP Loans and Saving Association Inc. 
(AEPSLAD a total of P19 million. 

Garcia, who is confined at the Uni 
versity of the Sto. Tomas Hospital for 
“obstructive sleep apnea,” (See story 
on Page A17.) is now being investigat- 
ed by the Office of the Ombudsman and 
Congress and will face court-martial 
proceedings. 

Pimentel said that Garcia should 
come clean. "f he spills the beans as he 
should, he could come out of the mess 


said investigators 
Monday killing. 


wife 
2002. 


said. 


"said Fran- 


a perception." 


pronouncements are damaging 
to my client, to the PBMA and to 
his family" Salatandre said. 

He reiterated his claim that 
Ecleo had nothing to do with the 


Ecleo is accused of killing his 
‘Alona Bacolod-Ecleo 


He posted bail of P1 million af- 
ter the court allowed him to seek 


the justice system after being de- 
nied justice for all these years 
But whatever faith she had was 
thrown out of the window,” he 


But Judge Rudy Castrojas, pre- 
siding judge of the Antique Re- 
‘gional Trial Court Branch 12, ad- 
vised those critical of his deci 
to*read [it] first.” 

Castrojas said the perception 
that Pacificador was the master- 
mind of Javier's murder "remains. 


"Judges cannot decide on the 
basis of presumptions but on 
clear evidence of guilt" he said. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez also said the decision should 


smelling good because the need of the 
hour is AFP housecleaning,” said the 
leader of the minority bloc in the Sen 
ate 

‘Although the general is the focal 
point of a corruption scandal, Garcia 
Can still save his tarnished reputation, 
according to the senator. 

“Even the Oakwood mutineers and 
disgruntled soldiers would applaud 
him for," Pimentel said. 

Otherwise, -Pimentel said, Garcia's 
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(Editors Note: The 


By Eugenia Duran Apostol 


founding chair ofthe Philippine Dai- 
ly Inquirer; is now chair of the Foun- 
dation for Worldwide People Power.) 
MEET Ayen Tolentino, 36, pro- 


gram officer of the Foundation 
for Worldwide People Power 


th his mother 


By Armand N. Nocum 


A RETIRED general is in the spotlight 
for his fat bank account and several 
pieces of property, including two 
restaurants—one in Cebu City and an- 
other in Bulacan, which he declared 
only last year. 

Official records furnished by a nongovern- 
ment organization showed that “cash and 
bank deposits" of Interior Secretary Angelo 
Reyes soared 5.381 percent to P4,111,000 in 
2003 from only P75,000 in 2002. 

Tn his Statement of Assets, Liabilities and 
Net Worth (SALN) for 2003, he declared total 
assets of P18,662,824.34. He also declared a 
loan from PSBank amounting to 
P9,471,353.91 and personal loans of 
P851,699 from relatives and friends, giving 
him a net worth of P8.3 million, up from P4.8 
million the previous year, 

The 73-percent increase in his net worth 
came while he was being investigated for 
building a house in Fort Bonifacio, estimated 
tobe worth P10 million. 

Reyes said he took out the PSBank loan to 
finance the building of his house. 

Reyes previously served as defense secre- 
tary and Armed Forces chief of staff, under 
whom Brig. Gen. Carlos Garcia served as AFP 
comptroller, Garcia has been suspended and 
is under investigation for allegedly amassing. 
ill-gotten wealth. 

Interviewed by the Ium, Reyes ex: 
plained that the increase of P3.5 million in his 
met worth came as result of his decision to 
convert his mother's account imo a “joint 
bank account.” 

His mother, Purificacion, a former school 
teacher, is 94 years old. 

“The money really belongs to my mother. 
We deemed it wise to open a joint account for 
us to be able to have access to her account 
should something happen to het.” Reyes said 
‘of his wheelchair-bound mother. 

He showed the Iquinen a photocopy of the 
joint account that he opened with his mother 
at Equitable PCI Bank, It has P4,194,000 ini 
deposits. He said his mother had opened her 
account a long ime ago. 

Reyes said it was not fair for him to be pillo- 
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WOMAN behind the Education Revolution, Eugenia Duran-Apostol, 


poses beside a replica of one of the 


beneficiary schools, Rizal Elementary School, Bacolod City, by 
sculptor Lanelle Abueva-Fernando, which she recently received asa 
special recognition from the Department of Education. 


Redefining People 


thru education 


she lives and works, she intro- 
duces the Education Revolution 
advocacy to civic groups and 
church organizations, local gov- 
ernment units and academic in- 
stitutions. 

On the strength of our convic- 
tion that education is the best 
weapon against poverty, Ayen was 
able to get private groups, local 


author, the 


Romulo, for his cousin Aberto Romulo, the present foreign secretary. tal on Tuesday. be respected because the law had (FWWPP). 
3 “She had started believing in paciricaponyai? In Negros Occidental where REDEFINING! AB 
—— 


EE ON TAS ME STE 


ne ony ETTER ERE N 


n e NCTE 


a = SP i EEE E es 


í 


WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Southern Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao wil operieren 
oy skes voten aint ets 
Test o e country wi be party city to cloudy wih ed rain- 


Shoves nd Dundee. pus 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Christine Avendaño 


ADMINISTRATION senators yesterday 
called on the Federation of Filipino- 
Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FFCCCI) to identify the 50 
billionaires and 42,500 millionaires 
who it said were not paying the correct 
taxes but would be willing to come out 
ifthe tax amnesty law is passed. 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
pleaded with the 50 ethnic Chinese billion- 
ires in particular to pay the correct amount 
of taxes, even without a tax amnesty, to help. 
save the country from economic collapse. 

Sen. Manuel Villar, chair of the Senate fi 
nance committee, said Guillermo de Joya, the 
FFCCCI official who dangled the bait of Chi- 
nese-Filipino businessmen willing to start 
paying the right amount of taxes if the tax 
amnesty pushes through, should reveal the 
names of the tax violators. 

Tt just becomes a guessing game and even 
those who are paying diligently become a 
subject of speculation. 1 think they should 
name names so that our tax collectors can go 
after them," he said. 

De Joya, a member of the FFCCCI' tax and 
business advocacy committee, made the dis- 
closure of the 50 tax delinquent billionaires at 
a Senate hearing last Tuesday as a way of con- 
vincing the finance committee and the Senate 
to approve a tax amnesty bill that would lower 
the taxrate from 3 percent to 1 percent. 

"The tax amnesty bill is one of the eight 
measures being pushed by Malacafiang to 
raise P80 billion a year to cope with the bal- 
looning budget deficit. 

‘But De Joya said he could not disclose the 
businessmen’s identities to protect them from 
harassment. 

Besides the billionaires, De Joya also re- 
vealed that more FFOCCI members—both Fil- 
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Lawmakers want 50 . 
big tax cheats named 


ipinos and dummies of foreigners would like- 
1y avail of the tax amnesty and stan paying the 
correct taxes, if only to protect themselves from 
further "harassment" by revenue officials. 

But Sen. Serge Osmena II viewed De 
Joya's claim that the Chinese-Filipino busi- 
messmen benefiting from the tax amnesty 
could contribute a lot to the nation's coffers 
was “exaggerated.” 

"Thats pie in the sky. They're throwing out 
numbers without validation,” the senator said. 

Contrary to the FFCCCI claim that it could 
help bring out people with a combined net 
worth of P1.5 trillion, Osmefia said the group 
could only raise PIS billion. 

Osmefa also wamed that the businessmen 
might inflate ther assets because the tax amnesty 
rate they would pay at 1 percent, was low. 

"There is a trick they can use, like if their 
assets are P10 million, they would bloat it to 
P30 million and then pay the tax amnesty 
rate. But in the following years, they will have 
an income of P3 million, they will include this 
to the extra P20 million and say they earned 
this before," he sai. 

"They can cover up several years of income. 
in the future. Thats the big loophole in a tax 
amnesty," said Osmefia who said a tax 
amnesty was “immoral.” 

In the House, administration representa- 
tives jesterday urged the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and the Bureau of Customs to act on 
the information provided by the FFCCCI on 
the tax-delinquent billionaires. 

In a statement, Lakas-CMD Rep. Exequiel 
Javier (Antique), vice chair of the ways and 
‘means committee, said the BIR and BoC 
"should not pass up this opportunity to go af- 
ter the tax cheats.” 

Rep Antonio Cuenco (Lakas, Cebu City), chair 
of the committee on foreign affairs, said the BIR 
‘and BoC should mobilize their intelligence units 
to identify the big-time tax cheats and seek the 
cooperation of De Joya, and provide a system of 
rewards and incentives, necessary 
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After vindication, 
textbook errors 
whistle-blower 
insists on apology 


Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


THE WHISTLE-BLOWER who exposed factu- 
al errors in history textbooks is now demand- 
ing an apology from the Department of Edu- 
cation after a ranking DepEd official admitted 
that the textbook used by public high schools 
for the last seven years indeed contained 
grave errors. 

Vindicated by the DepEd's own findings, 
Marian School supervisor Antonio Calipjo Go 
said the DepEd owed him an apology for ini- 
tially dismissing his claim and accusing him of 
malicious intent. 

Go had exposed the glaring factual errors 
in the history textbook “Asya: Noon, Ngayon 
at sa Hinaharap” and recently in three other 
public school textbooks. 

“All they have to do is clear my name and 
TII be willing to work with them. An apology 
won't cost them a single cent," Go told the Ix- 
Quen yesterday. 

Ina letter to Go the other day, DepEd Un- 
dersecretary for programs Fe Hidalgo con- 
firmed that the Asya textbook is indeed rid- 


Sic 


dled with errors. 


“A review of the book ‘Asya’ has just been 


done by external evaluators... Our panel of 
experts have found errors and we are interest- 
ed in ensuring that we are able to identify all 
of them,” said Hidalgo. 

But Go said that while Hidalgo’ leer admitted 
the errors, it did not show any sign of apology 
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for best opi 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 
and Volt Contreras 


EVEN as the social welfare department is puring 
the final touches on the governments food sub- 
sidy program, President Macapagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday decided to tie the program to education. 

Families chat qualify among the hungry will 
receive food assistance but only if they send 
their children to school. 

"This latest variation of the government's ap- 
parently stil-evolving program of fod interven 
tion came from Sen. Ralph Recto and the Presi- 
dent liked i so much, she decided to adopt it. 

‘Arguing that the government should be en- 
couraging the education of the poor while 
feeding them, Recto proposed a school arten- 
dance for rice" swap program. 

He proposed that 100,000 elementary school 
age children be chosen from "ulra-poor and 
food.insecure familie? to be given one kilogram 
of ricefor every day that they attend school. 

The President has directed that the food as- 
sistance program be coursed through the 
schools. 

“If they want to have food assistance, they 
have to send their children to school," Ms Arroyo 
told Malacaitang reporters at lunch yesterday. 

‘She directed Social Welfare Secretary 
Corazon “Dinky” Soliman and Education Sec- 
retary Florencio "Butch" Abad to identify the 
beneficiaries and determine whether the food 
assistance would come in the form of food 
coupons or actual food items. 


Tuesday's ceremonies at the Henry Lee Ir 
de Manila University. Her column, Get Real, bested three other 
finalists in the category. 


Food aid only for those 
who send kids to school 


Monsod speaks after accepting the award 


‘column in the Catholic Mass Media Award 2004 in 
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The two secretaries have been ordered to 
sit down with Recto to discuss the proposal. 
Political adviser Gabriel Claudio was arrang- 
ing for Recto to meet with them, Ms Arroyo 
said. 

A system of food coupons for distribution 
to the poorest families was announced by 
Malacafang following the release of a Social 
Weather Stations survey showing that 15.1 
percent of households had nothing o at. 

Soliman yesterday said the DSWD was 
putting the final touches to the food coupons 
System, which is set for implementation start- 
ing November. 

She also clarified that a livelihood assistance 
component—a key service that the social wel- 
fare department provides—would accompany 
the coupon distribution. She said the mechan- 
ics ofthe program will be finalized on Oct. 16. 

Earlier, Soliman said the beneficiaries 
would be the five million holders of Phil- 
health cards. 

‘Aso at an earlier press briefing, DSWD Under- 
secretary Celia Yangco said the plan was to give 
‘out a minimum of P1,200 monthly subsidy to 
five million families, leading some to conclude 
that the monthly tab would run up to P6 billion. 

Yesterday the President said thar these ear 
er announcements were just the result of some. 
officials ‘thinking aloud,” and that some of 
these proposals have been thrown out. 

“The DSWD will work it out and it cannot 
be a total subsidy, it must only be a partial 
subsidy" she said. 


GMA won't be swayed 
by ‘red flags’ vs Garcia 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
said she would not be swayed by protest ac- 
tions seeking the ouster of Government Ser- 
vice and Insurance System president and gen- 
eral manager Winston Garcia, 

‘But while President Arroyo is ignoring the 
"red flags" raised against Garcia, she has or- 
dered the Presidential Anti-Graft Commission 
to conduct an independent probe on corrup- 
tion charges leveled against the GSIS chief as 
well as the reinsurance syndicated allegedly 
behind Garcia's well funded ouster campaign. 

In a lunch meeting with reporters yesterday, 
President Arroyo said: "Whether 'm personally 
satisfied with his performance or not is beside 
the point. But let me say that when the red flag 
start coming out and demanding the ouster of 
anybody thars the least etfecuve thing” 


"The President compared Garcia's situation 
with similar protests made by government 
employees against her Cabinet men—former 
"Tourism Secretary Richard Gordon and for- 
mer Education Secretary Raul Roco. 

Imagine, if 1 had followed those red flags 
on Dick Gordon our tourism would not have 
grown in double digit. They also did it against 
Roco. Even after he (Roco) left me to run for 
President, consider him a good servant" the, 
President said. 

The President regretted having "sacrifice 
former Social Security System Administrators 
Viraliano Nanagas after employees of the pen- 
sion fund trooped out of their offices protest 
ing his reforms and demanding for his ouster. 
Nanagas was transferred to the Development 
Bankot the Philippines Gil Cabacungan Jr. 
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FORD EVEREST REINFORCES 
MID-SIZE SUV LEADERSHIP 


The Chamber of Automotive Manufacturer's of the Philippines Inc. (CAMPI) and the 
Truck Manufacturers Association (TMA)-the last word on industry sales performance- 
shows that Ford Everest is still the country's mid-size SUV leader. 


This mid-size SUV leadership is consistently held by the Everest with a market share 
of 55% in September. 


The Everest is one family sports utility vehicle that delivers safe, comfortable and 
versatile transportation for you and your family who has a precious cargo of seven. 


All Ford SUVs follow the American heritage of toughness known for safety, quality, 
denda ih OCTOBER 1 TO. 
Ford will soon be launching the new Ford Explorer to complete the line-up of SUVs 


4| OCTOBER 17,2004 
in addition to the Filipino customers’ top favorites such as the Expedition, Escape and 
the Everest. > AA *AGCESSORIES NOT INCLUDED 
405: ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


For inquiries and test drives, you may contact any of the Ford dealerships: Ford Ala- 
bang, Ford Balintawak, Ford Commonwealth, Ford EDSA , Ford Libis, Ford Makati, 
mia ese mÓ— cuss tw. 
Pane Manila, Ford Quezon Avenue, Ford Shaw Blvd., Ford Bacolod, Ford Cabanatuan, | Benetan eme Er me RATED E ERE Tg 
| TALAMUN Tome foun one ck 
Ford Cagayan de Oro, Ford Cavite, Ford Cebu, Ford Dagupan, Ford Davao, Ford Iloilo, | Lr rre or derer mae een 
Ford Pampanga, Ford San Pablo. | 
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Facial Care Centre 
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Treat your skin to the most luxurious. jui 

deserves. As our professional therapists give you, 

most pleasiitable spa massage, you instantly fes 

réered inu And as the benefits of this mult 
effect, you immediately 
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p Me 
Vita A.C! J % 
3k a cooling, refreshing treatment that utillzes: 
benefits of vitamins A, C, and E in ng 
goncentrated form, to enhance the ski 
Tésistance to various elements and replenish 
moisture, giving your skin a more radiant gl 


‘of an-age-defying facial andi 

It deep-cleanst 
Teduces visible ageing sions, reviving 
and suppleness ofthe sin trough a, 
‘massage that ensures its benefits Wf 
relaxing effect for your senses,- Vita. pe 
definitely an indulgence that's beyond si 


Vita Spa's truly an experience for the senses; 
Vai Facial Garo Corio how and ty tis 


indulgence: 


22nd YEAR ANNIVERSARY PROMO: 
cet up ro 40% DISCOUNT on 


SELECTED TREATMENTS UPON ENROLLMENT 
FROM OCT. 11-16, 21 


CALL "892- MR (7846) 


MAKATI ORTIGAS ‘augzON crv WAN ALAE CONGRESSIONAL 
19 GT Toner orto En c ney Gra Para Biag 


Solidarity, trust, and mutual help are the most valuable 
resources that we havé to meet the challenges of a rapidly 
changing global economy. 


NANY Philippine communi: 
joies ordinary people work 
“together to reduce the costs of 
(i producers’ supplies, consumer 
‘goods, and credit through 
{pooling of resources and collec- 
ctións. Hundreds of 


|. "provide better financial services 
~ fo Households and enterprises at 
í "rales way below than those of 

mercial banks. Agricultural 

ips allow farmers to compete 
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> “This summit is very timely as we seek to pump-prime our 
small and medium scale industries in order to create more 
jobs.” -President Gloria Macapagal-arroyo 


“I commend PCC for uniting the broadest number of 
cooperatives to advance the cooperative movement in various 
gndeavors and lines of economic activity.” -Vice President Noli 
de Castro 


“The country will greatly benefit if the cooperatives will be 
strong and very productive. Your contribution is greatly needed 
especially at this crucial time of our country's economic 
situation.” -Senate President Franklin Drilon 


“Strengthening cooperatives into viable and responsive eco- 
nomic enterprises is vital in bringing progress down to the 
grassroots.” -Housc Speaker Jose de Venecia 


“The cooperatives should rise beyond their circumstances to 
save a country in peri p. Ernesto C. Pablo, Chairman, 
House Commitice on Cooperative Development 


“Good governance also means ensuring an appropriate and 
enabling policy environment for cooperative dynamism and 
growth.” -Coop-NATCCO Rep. Guillermo Cua 


“The theme, ‘Good Governance Builds Strong Cooperatives’, 
signifies your commitment to strengthen cooperative organiza- 
tion in the country." -Negros Occidental Gov. Joseph Marañon 


“Cooperativism is really for the Filipino who grew up in the 
spirit of bayanihan.” -Bacolod City Mayor Evelino Leonardia 
“Let us remain steadfast within our desire to promote synergy 
and build a cooperative nation.” -Ruben M. Conti, Chairman, 
Cooperative Development Authority 


*We have gone so far and have done so much, but are still 
willing to move further ahead, eager as before to name every 
plan and put number on the never-ending tasks that are also the 
source of our joy." -PCC Chairman and National Cooperative 
Movement (NCM) Chairman Senen Bacani 


“One of the basic cooperative principles is that of democratic 
member control, particularly the practice of “one member, one 
vote’. This is one clear distinction between a cooperative and a 
corporation." -PCC Vice Chaifperson and National Confederation 
of Cooperatives (NATCCO) Chairperson Evelyn Bautista 
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14-16 October 2004 


MAIN CONVENOR-COORDINATOR 

ippine Cooperative Center (PCC) 
LOCAL HOSTS-COORDINATORS 
Capitol Government Employees Mulipurpose Cooperative at 
(CAPGEM) j gio 
Federation of Cooperatives of Negros Occidental (FOCONO), «*- 

Sige A pug vh 

GOVERNMENT COUNTERPART. 
Cooperative Development Authoriy ~= 


CO-CONVENORS " 


"The Member Organizations of POC "sis 


gu b: Es 
Cooperative Insurance System ofthe Philippines 


‘Metro South Cooperative Bank ` 


e: 


Philippine Federation of Credit Cooperatives 


OTHER CO-OP SPONSORS 

Baguio Benguet Community Credit Coop 

Isabela 1 Teachers Coop 

La Catella | Personne! Multipurpose Coop 

Philippine Army Finance Center Producers Integrated Coop 
St Jude Multipurpose Coop 

SL Martin of Tours Credit and Development Credit Coop 
Valenzuela Development Coop 


CORPORATE SPONSORS AND PARTNERS 
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TREASURER: Ambrosi M Rodriguez, CSP 
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i! Fer almost 20 years, the Tamaraw FX has played a big part 
in the lives of ma ilipinos. It has become their relia! and 
dependable. road buddy, (e them carry loads and accompanying . 
them to places they have never gone to. 4555 5 : 


The birth of the. Tamaraw FX is the result of Toyota 
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bid to abolish Congress 


By Juliet labog-javellana 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo yes- 
terday put an end to the proposal 
aired by her election lawyer for the 
abolition of Congress to raise rev- 
enues for the government. 

“I do not associate myself with his 
statements (made by him) as a pri- 
vate citizen,” Ms Arroyo told Palace 
reporters during a luncheon. 

Ms Arroyo said that while she re- 
tained Romulo Macalintal as her elec- 
tion lawyer, she had nothing to do 
with his proposal “Congress-less" 
governinent from 2007 to 2010. 

"Its not like Toting Bunye, the mo- 
ment he talis he talks for me," she 
said of her spokesperson and press 
secretary. 

But Ms Arroyo said she was not go- 
ing to fire Macalintal as her private 
lawyer in the electoral protest pend- 
ing at the Supreme Court. 

"Hes one of the best election 
lawyers in town,” she said. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon, 
incensed by Macalintals proposal, 
said the lawyer should first quit as the 
President's counsel if he wanted to 


pursue his idea. 


"T was with Senate President Drilon 
lest night and he did not tell me any- 
thing so maybe he was misquoted or 
maybe that’s an off the cuff (remark) 

» because sometimes people make state- 
‘ments not intended to be,” she sai 

Macalintal had said in the first in- 
stance that he did not consult the 
President and that it did not reflect 
her sentiments because he had noth- 
ing to do with governance. But his be- 
ing the President’ election lawyer be- 
came an issue to the legislators. 

Macalintal had proposed that a con- 
stitutional amendment be undertaken 
before 2007 to change the form of 
government into a “semi-parliamen- 
tary” system with a unicameral legisla- 


ture by 2010. 


chambers for three years. 


He said the new constitui 

should contain a transitory provision 
that the elections for the 12 senators 
and the 250 members of the House in 
2007 be canceled so that the country 
would practically be Congress-less for 
a three-year period. He said this 
could save the government P67.7 bil- 
lion, the budget spent for the two 


cti re IR MM DN 
erdised by the 12 newly-elected senators. 
‘whose term of office lass up to 2010. 

But while the President scoffed at 
Macalintal's proposal, she is pursuing 
constitutional reforms including 
changing Congress from a bicameral 
toa unicameral legislature. 

This was embodied in the Presi- 
dent's Medium Term Philippine De. 
velopment Plan that Malacafiang un- 
veiled in time to mark the President's 
100th day in office on Oct. 9. 

Part 5 of the MTPDP calls for the 
shift to a federal form of government, 
a unicameral parliamentary system, 
reforms in the electoral and political 
party system, prohibition of political 
dynasties and changes in the "restric- 
tive provisions" on national economy. 
and patrimony. 

"The plan said constitutional reforms 
were necessary to address the prob- 
Jems of obstruction and delay in legis- 
lation and policy-making, the highly 
centralized system of government, per- 
sonalistic politics, lack of accountable 
and functional political parties and lack. 
of domestic capital resources. 


Cardinal Sin getting better, docs say 


THREE days in the hospital with the 
countrys best doctors have helped retired 
Mania Archbishop Jaime Cardinal Sin. 
Sin, who suffered hypotension and 
subsequent congestive heart failure 
Monday, is in a much better condition. 
now, his secretary Fr. Rufino Sescon, 
said in a statement released yesterday 
"The Cardinals doctors said that his 


condition is steadily improving and that he could breathe easily. 


all vital signs are stable. He has shown 
more direct eye contact,” Sescon said. 
Sin, 76, may remain at the Cardinal 
Santos Memorial Medical Center for a 
longer period. Doctors stil could not say 
how long the prelate has to be observed. 
Sescon said that Sin himself was 
getting rather irritated with the respi- 
rator that remains attached to him so 
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"lesus suid tothe Pherises."A curse ison you, fp bud memor 
sib the prophets your ancestors killed. So you approve and agree 
with what your ancestors did. Isit ot so? They got rid of the prophets, 
and now you can build!” 

(The Wisdom of God also said "1 will send prophets and apostles 
and this people will kill and persecute some of them. But the present 
generation will have to answer for the blood of all the prophets that 
has been shed since the foundation of the world, from the blood of 
Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was murdered between the altar 
and the sanctuary, Yes, I tell you, the people of this time will have to 
answer for them all. 

"A curse is on you, teachers of the Law, for you have taken the key of 
knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you prevented oth- 
ers from entering.” 

‘As Jesus left that place, the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees 
began to harass him, asking him endless questions, setting traps to 
catch him in something he might say. 

Commentary 

“You have taken away the key of knowledge!” This is the abiding chal- 
lenge to every teacher: even when they are sincere and dedicated they 
could well be sowing discouragement and defeat in the minds of their stu- 
dents. 

‘Simplify the case: someone is showing you how to operate some new 
‘computer program. (This is a fairiy new kind of teaching, and it shows 
the essence very clear.) They will probably sit in your chair and leave. 
you standing beside them. (I you were teaching someone to drive a cat, 
where would you sit?) They are likely to delight in showing how fast they 
can do things And they are likely to speak in tongues. (Mobile phones are. 
even worse: there you don't even get a look in!) No one displays so much 
Sagges 1 find, as the person who can do something with a computer 
than you can't do. But [ve seen a few who adjust to your capacity, who 
have no urge to show off who really want you to be able todo it yourself 
These are the real teachers, and its probably a pity that they are not 
teaching theology or philosophy or literature. 

Teachers! 1 used to be one. 1 remember my frightening definition of 
teaching: intellectual inoculation. 1 used to feel that 1 was injecting stu- 
dents with a weakened strain of my subject, and they were developing the 
proper antibodies, which would give them a life-long immunity to the 
Subject! Teaching must be one of the hardest things in the world to do. As 
hard as loving— because i's akin to it. 
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SUPREME COURT DOCTRINES 


REMEDIAL LAW (CIVIL PROCEDURE)—Review by the 
Supreme Court of matters raised for the first time on ap- 
peal—Petitioners argue that in past instances we have reviewed 
matters raised for the first time during appeal. True, but we have 
done so only by way of exception involving clearly meritorious sit- 
uations. Some instances where we reviewed matters raised for the. 
first time on appeal involved the presence of at least one of the fol- 
lowing circumstances: 1. that the issues are closely related to one 
properly assigned (PCIB vs CA et al., 1-34931, 18 March 1988, 159 
SCRA 24); 2. that the determination of an issue properly assigned 
is dependent upon the one being raised for the first time (Ortigas, 
Jc ws Lufthansa German Airlines, L-28773, 30 June 1975, 64 SCRA 
610); 3. if in avoiding the issue, the court would be sacrificing sub- 
stance for technicality (Dilag vs Heirs of Resurreccion, 76 Phil. 649 
[1946]). This case does not fall under any of those exceptions. The 
fact that the case proceeded to trial, with the petitioners actively 
participating without raising the necessary objection, all the more 
requires that they be bound by the stipulations they made at the 
pre-rial, Petitioners were well aware that they raised the defense 
Of prescription and laches since they included it in their answer. 
However, for reasons of their own, they did not include this de- 
fense in the pre-trial. (Citations omitted. [Justice Carpio, First Di- 

vision, Villanueva vs Court of Appeals, G. R. No. 143286] 
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"The Cardinalis in high spirits, even 
smiling despite the respirator, which is 

irritating him a lot,” Sescon said, 
Visitors are still not allowed but 
Mother Butlers Guild and the groups of 
religious sisters came to the hospital in 
San Juan to pray for the Cardinal, who 
served as archbishop of Manila for 29 
years until his retirement last year. 
Blanche S. Rivera 


Sorry, it’s not 
you, Palace 
tells would-be 
nat'l treasurer 


ByGil C. Cabacungan 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo ye 
apologized to Rolando Macasaet, the for 
president and chief executive officer ofi the 
Philippine National Construction Corp., for 
erroneous newspaper reports announcing his 
appointment as the National Treasurer. 

"Tm sorry, T apologize to Rolly That should 
have not come out,” said the President, 

Various newspapers (not the INQUIRER) re- 
ported yesterday that Executive Secretary Ed- 
uuardo Ermita had signed the appointment pa- 
pers of Macasaet, who was an appointee of 
‘ousted President Estrada at the PNCC, as the 
new National Treasurer. 

‘The President explained that she had sent 
off the papers of Macasaet and her other nom- 
inees to Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong 
‘who had been directed to ill up the National 
"Treasurer seat, left vacant by the resignation 
of Mina Figueroa amid a controversy over the 
government's borrowing strategy. 

She said thet until Amatong releases the 
documents and announces her choice, 3 is 
not considered an appointment." 

"The President said Amatong had crólsed 
out Macasaet’s name in the short list of ndmi- 
nees because "there were other candidates 
who have more experience ... and they are 
good ones.” 

She said Amatong is expected to announce 
her choice soon. 


Respected 

Ina brief press statement, Macasaet said he 
respected the decision ofthe President. 

“I am willing to serve her administration i 
any capacity, as she feels fit, for the good of 
this country" he said 

Macasaet, who was president of the PNCC 
until April, is a business parner of Estrada's 
son, San Juan Mayor JV Ejercito, in a lending 
firm called Foremost Credit Resources. 

He is a son-in-law of Tarlac Gov. Jose 

*Apeng" Yap, a close ally of the President. 
7 Macasaet headed the lending operations of 
Westmont Banking Corp. before it was taken 
over by the Singapore-based United Overseas 
Bank. He is believed to have close links with 
Edgardo Espiritu, the country's ambassador to 
Britain and former owner of Westmont, He is 
also said ro have some connection with defent- 
ed presidential candidate Femando Poe Jr. and 
the latter's economic adviser, Jose Pardo. 

Figueroa suddenly resigned last month re- 
portedly in disgust over the government’ bor- 
Towing strategy, in particular the flotation of 
$1 billion worth of National Power Corp. 
bonds that allegedly lost the country an esi 
mated $20 million (P1.126 billion). Figueroa's 
resignation will take effect on Oct. 15. 

"The loss estimate was based on the move- 
ment of the 15- and 25-year Philippine bonds. 
which gained by as much as two percentage 
points a day after the Napocor bonds were 
sold on Sept. 11 ara discount of one percent- 
age point 
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Take Jalosj os back to jail if he’s well, DOJ orders 


ByPhilipC.Tubeza maker has re Jalosjos might just be pem his retum to formédBureauofCor- Gonzalez said that “His fear for hislife but we cannot allow tal room as his prison 
return to the n malin ‘because theNBR*headded. rections Director Gen- death threats are not isnot ground forhis him to use his hospi- cell,” Gonzalez said. 

JSTICE Secretary penitentiary, claim- hei i alos ving eral Vicente Vinarao valid reasons for continued stay at the. 

Raul Gonzalez yes ing that there were he has death threas,” two life terms atthe that he would not re- Jalosjos’ continued hospital. Aslongashe 

terday directed the threats on his Gonzalez said. NBP in Muntinlupa tumtotheNBPdueto stay at the Makati 

Bureau of Correc “Tm becoming sus- “I want to know if for raping an Ll-year- alleged death threats. Medical Center. 

tions to determine if picious that Mc _hiscondition willnow old gitlin 1996. Hein- 

former Zamboanga 

Rep. Romeo Jalosjos 

could now be 

brought back to the 

New Bilibid Prisons 


in Muntinlupa. Videoke Microphone BEA 
Gor ià he 


Vicente Vinarao to 

have government doc- x 

tors check the medical ers NN COG] ream 
condition of Jalosjos, 3 E EL 
who was confined at 

the Makati Me 


Center after he s 1 8905310 > 8905320 + 8905327 e e an 
fered a heart attackon HE [IRR OB SsdpeeemETIES 
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CHINIT DELGADO-RUFINO (left) and Dr. Evelyn Mejillano, program 


director and the national coor 
project, respectively. 


itor of Mentoring the Mentors 


Couple to get refund 


failed to tell them 
about the slayings. 
The realtors, L J. 
Hooker, said Wednes- 
day the Lins would get 
their full deposit back. 
The realtors had pre- 
viously refused to 
scrap the contract, 
saying they had no 
obligation to disclose 
the property's history. 
"Ihe vendors wil 
mat enforce the con- 
tracctheyBave with he 
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After leaming ofthe 
houses bloody past in 
a newspaper, the Lins 
refused to move into 
the house in northem 
Sydney fearing it 
could be haunted. 
The Buddhist cou- 
ple demanded that 
thereal estate agency 
reum their 
AS$80,000 deposit, 
saying the company 
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purchasers” Michael 
‘Davoren, a spokesper- 
son for the agency said 
inastatement. 


3life sentences 

Sef Gonzales was 
meted out three life 
sentences last month 
after he was found 
guilty of stabbing and 
beating to death his 
mother, father and 
sister in July 2001 to 
get his hands on the 
family fortune. 

Davoren said the 
agency would put the 
property back on the 
market, and this time 
would outline its his- 
tory to prospective 
buyers. 

“All marketing ma- 
terial in this cam- 
paign will include in- 
formation on the his- 
tory of the house," he 
said. “It will be care- 
fully worded so as to 
be fully informative 
yet sensitive to the 
Gonzales family” 


Horrible idea 
A British en 
told a tele- 
vision show last Thurs- 
day that he wanted to 
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“Mga Karanasan ng Pangingibang Bayan” 
Salaysay ng Buhay ng mga Migranteng Pilipino 


DEADLINE : 5:00PM, OKTUBRE 29, 2004 
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o bisitahin ang www.geocities.com/avhrc|main 
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Redefining People 


Power thru 
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government officials and public schools to link 
arms and work collaboratively for the im- 
provement of education in their province. 

Known as “school adoption core teams,” 
these informal groups are usually made up of 
respected members ofthe community like the 
Jaycees and Rotarians, members of non- 
government organizations, and church and 
School officials. Working as one, they are re- 
defining People Power by bringing it into the 
heart of the community. 

"Having dedicated community-based facili 
tators like Ayen to get things moving is a big 
help, too. Her success in Negros Occidental 
clearly underscores the value of People Power 
at the community level as a valid instrument 
for positive change. 


Adopt a School 

Inthe 15 months that Ayen has been promot- 
ing the Education Revolution, she has formed 
62 adoption groups in Negros Occidental. 

“Adopt a School” is one of two programs 
that tell us that the Education Revolution is 
really happening, that the advocacy works so 
longas we have people and communities who 
aspire for quality education for their children. 

‘To be sure, Ayen and the people she has 
reached stil! have alot of communities to link 
up with. Negros Occidental alone has 575 
public elementary schools spread out in 39 
districts of the Department of Education. 
There are about 18 million students enrolled 
in over 46,000 public schools nationwide. 


Mentoring the Mentors 

Still, it lifts the hearts of the FWWPP board 
of trustees to know that the spirit of People 
Power lives as we marked our second year of 
the Education Revolution on Oct. 12. 

"The other program that keeps our hearts 
beating fast is "Mentoring the Mentors,” a 
five-day live-in seminar that awakens teach- 
ers to their self-worth and their true spiritual 
role in the lives of their students. 

The taining modules used during the pro- 
gram sessions were developed and conducted by 
four it Delgado Rufino, Lirio Ong- 
pin-Mapa, Evelyn Mejllano and Celia Adriano. 

The response of the 646 principals and 
master teachers who have seen and heard 
them is enthusiastic beyond words. 

"This has inspired the FWWPP to commis- 
sion award-winning documentaris Butch No- 
asco to produce a video of the nine training. 
modules actually being conducted by these 
four amazing women. A training manual to 
go along with the Mentoring the Mentors 
Video has also been published. 

‘Armed with the video and the manual, trained. 
facliators can now consistently replicate the 
sessions in every region without having to mans- 
port the four speakers from venue to venue. 

"To meet the need for facilitators who share 
the Education Revolution advocacy, the 
FWWPP recently signed a memorandum of 
agreement with the Philippine Association for 
"Teacher Education (Pafte). 

The members of Pafte, a national organiza- 
tion of teacher education institutions (or col- 
Teges and universities that have education de- 
gree programs), are committed to the vision 
of education for social transformation, Part of 
their avowed mission is to raise the quality of 
Philippine education through well trained 
and highly motivated teachers. 

After having closely observed the Mentoring 
the Mentors sessions, Dr. Amor de Torres, Pate 
national president, was as enthusiastic about it 
as the participants. In fact, she occasionally 
conducts some ofthe sessions herself 


Moving forward 

"To fill the vacancy left by the late Doreen 
Fernandez, our founding vice president and 
People Power stalwart, the FWWPP last year 
invited an education executive, Dr. Maria 
“Butchie" Lim-Ayuyao of the Centro Escolar 
University, to join its board. 

Butchi, the FWWPP's vibrant new president, 
has traveled across the country, from Laguna to 
the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, 
to bring the message of the Education Revolu- 
tion and introduce the Adopt a School and 
‘Mentoring the Mentors programs to members 
ofthe academe and to community leaders. 

She has also found very creative ways to 
help ease the public schools’ endemic lack of 
facilities. Recently she facilitated sizeable do- 
nations of used but serviceable schoo! fumi- 
ture and equipment by two universities to 


education 


publie schools in Pampanga and Laguna. 

She says this is beneficial for both parties. Col- 
Jeges and universities periodically dispose of fur- 
niture and equipmentto make way for new ones, 
so why not donate these to public schools? 

Butchie has in tum invited Panfilo O. 
Domingo, president of the University of the 
East and executive director of the Ton Yan Kee 
Foundation, to be an FWWPP trustee. 

Domingo is also well respected in the inter- 
national financial world, having led Philip- 
pine National Bank in one of its mast spectac- 
ular turnarounds in its corporate history. 

He has sought to push the Education Revo- 
lution even further by convincing big banks 
with branches nationwide to integrate this 
advocacy into their respective corporate so- 
cial responsibility programs. He believes that 
the Education Revolution is a great way to 
emphasize a bank's pivotal role in the growth 
and development of the community. 


Significant gains 

‘The Education Revolution has made signif 
icant gains from the time it was launched, 

As of August, it has facilitated the adoption 
of 60 public elementary schools and 16 high 
schools by private organizations in Laguna, 
Negros Occidental and Pangasinan, 

Ayen Tolentino recently visited the cities of 
Cebu and Dumaguete upon the invitation of 
private groups and individuals who want to 
join the Education Revolution after having 
read about it in the Inquire. 

The Mentoring the Mentors Program has 
been equally active, with sessions conducted 
for groups as far as Marawi City. 

A major training session was recently conclud- 
edin Region 6; regional sessions have also been 
completed for Regions 4, 10, Caraga and 12. 

Program director Chinit Rufino is working 
doubly hard to make Mentoring the Mentors 
an integral part of the training curriculum of 
in-service public school teachers. 

In the days ahead, the FWWPP will need 
more community-based Adopt School facili- 
tators like Ayen, and even more Mentoring 
the Mentors facilitators conducting sessions 
in every DepEd district. 

This is what must be done if we hope to see 
some genuine improvement in the academic 
performance of Filipino students. 

Itis justas important that the community's 
resource holders, whether they are individu- 
als or private businesses, realize that educa 
tion is too complex an issue to be left to the. 
government alone. 


Making a difference 

Weall need to help, and the Education Rev- 
olution is a great place to start. 

You can adopt a school and sponsor a com- 
munity facilitator like Ayen for your own 
community. Or you can sponsor a Mentoring 
the Mentors session forall the schools in your 
DepEd district. 

Tris nor as sizeable as it seems, because the 
resources needed are only foronecommunity 
and a few schools. But the small effort will 
make a difference if every community starts 
looking for ways to help for its own schools. 

Already, many other groups have em- 
barked on their own education-oriented ini- 
tiatves. Just recently, the DepEd recognized 
97 private organizations, including the FWW- 
PB for their concern and generous assistance 
to public education 

Many more are seriously considering shifting 
their focus to helping Philippine education re- 
gain some measure of global recognition. 

Stil, the generally poor quality of Philippine 
education, particularly in the public school sys- 
tem, remains one of the eouniry’s major social 
issues. The only bigger problem is poverty. 


Long-term solution to poverty 

‘The wonderful thing is that through the Ed- 
cation Revolution, People Power has again 
been awakened, this time with the realization 
that quality education is the only viable, 
long-term solution to fight poverty. 

Tor details on the Education Revolution, 
log on to hitp://wirw fwwpp.org or contact. 
executive director Butch Hernandez by 
email Gvwpp@slobelines.com.ph) or 
phone (631-49700. 

Further information may also be ob- 
tained through FWWPP officers and 
trustees Maria Lim-Ayuyao, president; Fe- 
licitas A. Arroyo, corporate secretary and 
treasurer; and trustees Jose V Abueva, Edil- 
berto de Jesus, Panfilo Domingo, Delfin 
Lazaro and Amando Doronila. 
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motivated teachers. 
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The WORLD TUS 
Iraq war made terrorism worse-Blix 


LONDON—The war in Iraq has put neither Iran 
Pow fy nor North Korea off the idea of nuclear weapons 

B ritain and has “stimulated terrorism,” Hans Blix, the 
former United Nations chief arms inspector in 

" Trag, said Tuesday. 

admits p ee 
that they were wrong," Blix told BBC radio. "I think, 

like everybody else, that it is good that Saddam (Hus. 


error sein) is gone. The world is better off without Sad- 


"But the world is not any safer. If this was meant to be a 
LONDON—The British gover- signal to terrorists to stop their activities it has failed mis- 
ment Tuesday formally withdrew -erably it has stimulated terrorism, 

one of the key arguments ithad “And it doesnt stop proliferation. The Iranians and 


used for invading Iraq, as it faced North Koreans, if they are up to that, they are not stopped See 
demands in parliament fora “full byit $ 
apology” on how it presented the “So I don't think that any ofthe aims, except getting rid Sn ee i 
case for war. ofSaddam himself, have succeeded.” TE ate 
However, Foreign Secretary Blix poured scorn on British Foreign Secretary Jack ini * ^ 


Jack Straw stoutly defended his Straw for justifying the invasion of Iraq, originally EF ye 
{government's decision to join the based on the premise that Saddam had weapons of LE 
US-led conflict as he was grilled mass destruction, on a now watered-down reason that 
byMPsfollowing anew USreport Saddam had the intention of producing such weapon- 
showing Saddam Hussein pos. ry 

sessed no banned weapons at the The chief US weapons hunter, Charles Duelfer, found in 
time. his 1,000-page Iraq Survey Group report published last 

“although we can now see that week that Saddam had destroyed most of his chemical 
some of the intelligence was and biological weapons after his 1991 Gulf War defeat 
wrong, 1 continue to believe the and that his nuclear program had "progressively de- 
Judgements we made and the ac- cayed.” 
tions we took were right,” Straw But he said the Iraqi leader had hoped to renew his 
told the House ofCommons. weapons quest if sanctions were lifted. 

Given Saddam's suspicious “When you read Duelfers report now you really won- 
behavior toward United Nations der how dangerous he was,” Blix, a former Swedish for. 
arms inspectors and the intelli- eign minister who led the UN hunt for banned chemical 
gence then available, Straw said and biological weapons in Iraq before the March 2003 in- 
it would have required "a huge vasion, told the BBC. 


leap of faith” to give the Iraqi “OK, he claimed that there were programs to produce 
dictator the benefit of the weapons of mass destruction, But he also takes a step 
doubt. back from this and says there were no documented pro- 


However Straw's predecessor grams. 

Robin Cook asked whether it — "Whathebas got out of interrogation of various people. 
"would have been wiser” to give whoworked with Saddam was rather that well he wanted 
the inspectors time to do their to, that was probably bis intention’ etc, but these are 
work given the doubts about straws I think for Jack Straw to cling to.” 


"Weapons and the new findings of Blix has previously criticized British Prime Minister C8001 A125 
the Iraq Survey Group (ISG). ‘Tony Blair's government for “hyping” pre-war intelligence 

“The ISG released a 1,000-page about Iraq and denounced US President George W. Bush's 
report last week that found Sad- war as boosting terrorism and causing more suffering Distributed by: € p Davao 
dam had destroyed most of his than Saddam's dictatorial regime had. ~ ASTEGCH _ t27sneydan Strom Monsahyony Chy Gartler Segue pir, vie Arino tron 
chemical and biological weapons Blair admined im a Labor party speech earlier this (di) ENGSO rernm doli biaz TOSAN d 
after losing the 1991 Gulf War month that pre-war claims about Saddam's threat were MY deer iia geterirt oni Sae 


and that his nuclear program had wrong, but he and his closest ally Bush have staunchly de- 
“progressively decayed,” AFP fended taking Iraq to war. APP 


- very proud 
" owner. 


B 82% completed! 
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SJ 
SOUTH KOREAN special policemen take position as they move Intoa 
building during an exerdse against possible terrorstsattackin Seoul after 
a statement on an Islamic Web site warned that al-Qaida members will 
attack the country unless it withdraws troops from Iraq in two weeks, 


Iran slams door on bid 
to stop nuke program 


TEHRAN—The EU cannot force sanctions. 
eT First, it was the @ RCBC Plaza. 
d uranium, Iran's foreign minister full nuclear fuel cycle, including 

said, apparently slamming the enrichment, so it does not have to Now, The Malayan Plaza. 
door on European Unioneffortsto rely on imported fuel for an ambi- 


halt the process and ease fears tious atomic energy program, Skis $i GRANUM LUN s 
Tehran isseekinga nuclearbomb. EU ministers had urged Russia, 

It is wrong for them (the EU) which is building an atomic plant 
to think they can, through negoti- in Iran despite strong US criticism, Ortigas Center; easily within walking distance to. the 
ations, force Iran to stop enrich- to join the initiative, But a foreign 
ment? Foreign Minister Kamal ministry official in Moscow said 


‘A much awaited condo development in the heart of 


sily's most popular malls, and establishments. 


Kharrazi told a conference in on Tuesday Russia thought the EU abate fre 

‘Tehran on Tuesday, “Iran will nev- proposals would be ineffective. ‘This rare opportunity is yours to take, Call The Malayan. 7 

ergiveupisrighttoenrchment? Russia has long maintained à i ó 
Diplomats said the EU had that Iran has an entirely peaceful Maza Sales office now: Telefax: 6700-1847 * m 

agreed on Monday to prepare a. nuclear program and cannot use Telephone: 6700-1848 « CP Nos: 09272745705; 

package of “carrots and sticks” to Moscow's atomic know-how to 

get Iran to comply with demands make weapons. 09207500451 « Email: malayanplazaQpygcmall.com. 


by the UN's International Atomic Although Iran is not enriching 


Now, everything’s just a walk away! 
Energy Agency (IAEA) to suspend uranium at present, it is preparing 


enrichment activities—a process a large batch of raw uranium ready Available units: Split-level suite with loft, Two- 
which can be used to make mate- for the process and has resumed bedroom, One-bedroom; and Studio, Model units 
rial for atomic bombs. building enrichment cenrifuges in 2 una 
he New York Times reported defiance of a previous agreement a ble for viewing at your convenience. 
on Tuesday that US officials were with Britain, Germany and France. i 
also working on the package of The IAEA called on Iran last : i 
incentives with the BU. month to halt such activities and Project delivery: June 2005 
"Washington belleves Iran is se- saiditmay be sent to the Security " 
rely developing nuclear arms Council if it failed to do so by the Take advantage of our easy downpayn ADB Ave., fronting The Podium, Ortigas Center 
and wants it referred to the UN next IAEA board meeting on Nov. terms before project delivery. 


Security Council for possible 25. Reuters 
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Bush, Kerry in statistical dead heat ahead of debate | 


TEMPE, _Arizona—President to Kerry's 47 percent. a rally in Arizona, using a line of going to meet up with some very sight on Tuesday, using his tried president. He's been the most lib- 
George W. Bush and Democratie Ahhost of other polls in recent attack he is certain to deploy in stubborn facts tomorrow and itis and tested method of prepping eral member of the United States 
challenger John Kerry go head- days have given similarly tight the debate. going to be very hard for him to for the debate behind closed Senate, which means he likes to 
to head for the final tme in theit results, some with Kerry just Speaking earlier in Colorado defend his record,” said Kerry doors. spend your money" Bush told 
knifeedge election battle ahead. Springs, the president said the strategist Joe Lockhart. His only public appearance on cheering supporters in Arizona. 
Wednesday, with their final tele. — Democrats expect Bush to two past debates have highlight- One of the most intriguing fac- Tuesday was a bike ride near his Vice President Dick Cheney 
vised debate, trytowrest the focus of thede- ed "the clear differences bet. torsinthedebate willbe whether hotel in the rustic New Mexico jabbed Kerry on his comment in 
Each man hopes to use their bate from the solely domestic ween the senator and me on is- Kerry mentions his friend and Su- city of Santa Fe. the New York ‘Times magazine 
tastchanceto captivate anational issues it is supposed to ad- sues ranging from jobs, to taxes perman actor Christopher Reeve Kerry decided to stay an extra that he wanted to reduce terror. 
fdlenee of tens of millions of dress, seen as advantageous to health care to the war on ter- whodied on Sunday, aged52. night in the city, partly so he ism tothe level ofa "nuisance" so 
Siemers to break the deadlock in for Kerry, to his stronger terri rox” But Kerry's aides say their _Kerryhas aidReeveleftames- could watch on television as his that it did not dominate Ameri- 
Wie election race, which most tory of national security and man is ready, after he won the sage on his cell phone after the Boston Red Sox baseball team canlife. 
opinion polis suggest is too close terrorism. first debate in Miami, Florida, debate last Friday, thanking him took on their hated rival.New “When was terrorism only a 
coin three weeks from polling Bush, who roadtested some and gotatleast adrawinthesec- from bringing up the issue of em- York Yankees in a key postseason nuisance?" Cheney asked in Dav- 
day of his debate strategy in a pair ond face off last week in St. bryonicstem-cell research, which game. enport, lowa, and reeled off a list 
"AGBS News pollreleased Tues- of rallies on Tuesday, is expect- Louis, Missouri. the actor had hoped could one The president, who has seen a _ofterror attacks on US targets bet- 
day gave Bush 48 pereentofvoter edtopaintKerryasanextreme The veteran Massachusetts day lead to a cure for his spinal federal budget surplus of 236 bil- ween 1983 and 2000, including 
ntentions and his Massachusetts liberal, with a 20-year Senate senator will charge in the debate paralysis. tion dollars in 2000 turn into an  thefirst World Trade Center attack 
Senator rival 45 percent, a statis- record pitted with inconsisten- at Arizona State University that If he does mention Reeve, Ker- estimated deficit of 422 billion and the Lockerbie bombing, 
tical dead heat because of the cies. Bush is as stubborn and wrong- ry will have to tread carefully to dollars on his watch, claimed Ker- Kerry's aides have accused 
margin of error. "Hes been the most liberal headed on the economy, health ensure that he is not seen to be ry could not be trusted to steer Bush and Cheney of twisting Ker- 
AUjaiy racking survey by The member ofthe United States Sen- issues, and energy as the Kery exploiting the actors death for the US economy rs remarks out of context, and 
Washington Post gave Bush SO ate, which means he likes to teamsayshehasbeenonirag naked political reasons. “You're not going to have fiscal see the attacks as evidence their 
percent of the ballot, compared spend your money” said Bush at “His personal stubbornness is Kerry stayed largvly out of sanity with John Kerry as the opponentsareratled. AFP 


US to probe Em p 
missing Iraq ad m 
nuke equipment 


UNITED NATIONS—The United States sai 
"Tuesday it will conduct “a full investigation" 
along with the iraqi government of the report- 
d disappearance from Iraq's nuclear facilities 
of high-precision equipment that could be 
used to make nuclear weapons. 

In a letter to the Security Council on Monday, 
United Nations nuclear chief Mohamed ElBa- 
radei said satellite photos and follow-up investi 
gations show “widespread and apparently sys- 
tematic dismantlement” at sites related to Iraq's 
nuclear program which had been subject to 
monitoring by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency the UN's nuclear watchdog. 

‘While some industrial material that Iraq 
sent overseas has been located in other coun- 
tries, he said no high-precision items—in- 
cluding milling machines and electron beam 
welders that can be used commercially and in 
nuclear weapons—have been found. 

Since the missing equipment and material 
“may be of proliferation significance,” he 
asked any country with information about the 
items to inform the IAEA. 

‘Anne Patterson, the US's deputy ambassador 
to the UN, said the US Mission to the United Na- 
tions hada received ElBarade’ letter yet. 

“We're anxious to see what he has to say 
and well do a full investigation,” she said, 
adding quickly: "I mean, we'll work with the 
government of Iraq ona full investigation.” 

IAEA spokesperson Melissa Fleming said 
the agency's assumption is that "this was or- 
ganized looting” by people trying "to make a 
buck’ and sell equipment and material to the 
highest bidder. 

‘A diplomat familiar with the IAEA, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, discounted 
suggestions that the Americans might have 
carted off the equipment—most of it under 
TAEA seals —vithout informing the agency. 

In Washington, State Department 
spokesperson Richard Boucher said, “I think 
‘we share the general concern that some mate- 
rial might have gotten out into the market im- 
mediately after the war. AP 


Iraq asks donors 
to speed up funds 
for rebuilding 


TORYO— iraq urged international donors on 
Wednesday to I up thelr promses on fund- 
ing for reconstruction work, which has been 
stalled by violence, saying it was the most ef- 
feerive way to fghtexrenism, 

rad. delegates speaking at a two-day 
donor? meting also urged creditors to for. 
give Baghdad's debt of up to $125 billion as 
Sect way to relieve bed of coed f 
nancial burden, 

"he meeting in Tokyo brings together of 
das from roughly SS organizations and coun: 
‘zies, chin seme that opposed the US ed 
acia rag, to follow up laot year’s meeting in 
Madrid at which donors pledged around $14 
billion. 

Concerns about secuiy have made donors 
wary of implementing he pledges, but ragi 
decore urge! den no totes 

“Development and stability in Iraq cannot 
be driven forward through the bares of 
guns" Depiy Prime Minter Barham Salih 
ld the donors. 

"Assistance and aid in the short term is the 
key o destroying the causes oftemorism. Wd | For Express Teller cardholders, pay for your transponders and initial load using the 
long-term future for our people," he added. 

sa turn your pledges ino fem commitments 
mawu” Salin added: For those countries that : i 
held back on political or geopolitical grounds, | For BPI Credit cardholders, vi 


| 
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France, Germany and Russia, all of which 
opposed last years US-led invasion and 


Fave ericized Washington's postwar han: | For inquiries regarding E-PASS transponders and accounts, ELS 
dlingofirad. neers that many pansof | PIEaSe call the E-PASS Hotline at 776-7676, visit www.skyway.com:ph Z= P 
Irag are cready secure enough to siant recon- | Or e-mail PNCC Skyway at psc. cscG'skyway.com ph. The 


struction work, Reutess 


~~ BEST COPY AVAILABL 


+ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER === 


7 TþheWORLD F o Auk 


‘THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14,2004 


MAKATI 
Sul 1703 Medical Plaza 
Amerscio cor, Dela Rosa Sis, 
Legaspi Vilage, Makali Cty 
Tel. No: (532) 867-1916 


ORTIGAS 
Lavel Il, Body Sensas 
Robinsons Galleria, 
EDSA cor. Ortigas Ave. Q. C. 
Tel. No: (632) 635-8033 


QUEZON CITY 
GIF Unit G-18A Tho Garden Heights 
'E Rodriguez St. Ave., Quezon Cily 
(Across St, Luke's Medical Centr) 
$ "Te. No: (892) 727-6625, 


Sountex 


The Hoorng Care Peesionls 


One wish that hearing 
impaired people have... 


‘Bring in an old 
‘hearing aid to, 
receive a 10-20% 
trade-in discount! 


nottohear sounds louder but clearer. 


This is possible now with TRIANO - SIEMENS latest 
innovation, TRIANO incorporates an artificial inteligence 
system that automaticaly enhances speech, reduces 
background noise and adapts instantly to changing 
environments. Wih TRIANO. you no longer just hear ail 
Sounds louder: you hear oniy the sounds you need to hear and 
understand. Visit Sountex™ today for a “no-obligation” FREE 
HEARING TEST- because you wil have to hear tto believe it! 


China nixes Taiwan’s peace overture 


BELING—China spurned Taiwan 
President Chen Shuibian's- peace 
overtures on Wednesday, accusing him 
of merely paying lip service to easing 
tensions berween the two arch foes. 

Chen called for peace talks with 
China in his National Day speech on 
‘Sunday, but asserted that the island 
was a sovereign nation and not a 
mere province of China. 

“When Chen Shui-bian says he 
wants to ease tensions, itis false. When 
he says he wants independence, it is 
true,” Zhang Mingging, a spokesperson 
for Beijing's policy making Taiwan Af- 
fairs Office, told a news conference. 

Communist China has claimed 
sovereignty over Taiwan since their 
split at the end of the Chinese civil 
‘war in 1949 and has threatened toat- 
tack the democratic island of 23 mil- 
lion ifit formally declares statehood. 

jing is convinced Chen will push 
the envelope on independence in his 
current second and final four year term. 


Chen was pushing for Taiwan to 
become a normal, complete country 
by overhauling the island's constitu- 
tion, Zhang said, adding that Taipei 
had sought to join the United Nations 
from which it was ousted in 1971 and 
tostep up arms purchases. 

"These lay bare his lies,” Zhang 
said 

The spokesperson accused Chen of 
‘smearing and maliciously attacking 
the mainland motherland and reck- 
lessly worsening cross-Strait_rela- 
tions". "He has no sincerity,” Zhang 
said when asked when China would 
agree to contacts with Taiwan to re- 
duce misunderstanding, 

Formal independence for the self- 
ruled island was the “biggest threat to 
peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific 
region ... and would only bring great 
disaster" “Taiwan independence 
(means) there will be no peace. 

Splitting (means) there will be no 
stability" he said, but stopped short. 


of repeating a long-standing threat (o 
use force, 


‘Asked if he saw anything posi- + 


tive or conciliatory in Chen's 
speech, the spokesperson said: 
"Can you reach that conclusion 
from the remarks I just made? I 
don't think so." But Zhang said 
China was still committed to 
peaceful reunification. 

He urged the island to embrace Bei- 
ings cherished “one China” policy which 
dictates that Taiwan and the mainland 
are part of a single country to set aside 
political differences and on that basis re- 
‘sume dialogue as soon as possible, 

n Taipei, Chiu Tai-san, vice chair of 
‘Taiwan's policy-making Mainland Af- 
fairs Council said China just needed 
time to consider Chen's proposal. 

“Taiwan is willing to wait patiently as 
China considers our call for negotiations 
on issues concerning the people of the 
two sides for the sake of cross-Stait 
peaceandstability”heseid. Reuters 
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LAUNCHING PAD 

Baikonur cosmodrome staffers pass by 
"Soyuz-TMA-5" space craft ata launch pad in. 
Baikonur. The International space crew of 
Russians cosmonauts Salizhan Sharipov, Yuri 
Shargin and US astronaut Leroy Chiao isset 
to take a flight to the International Space 
Station (ISS) on Oct. 14. Lr 


Questions over real 
site of Columbus' 
remains persist 


SANTO DOMINGO—Roman Catholic offi- 
cials opened a tomb said to contain the bones 
of Christopher Columbus in an annual cere- 
mony Tuesday, a day after the Dominican gov. 
emment denied a Spanish request for DNA 
tests to determine which country has the navi- 
gator's true remains. 

Cardinal Nicolas de Jesus Lopez, who holds 
the only key to the heavily guarded tomb, al- 
lows it to be opened every year to mark 
Columbus arrival in the present-day B 
hamas on Oct. 12, 1492. 

A marching band played the Dominican na- 
tional anthem, while a dozen armed sallors 
positioned themselves around the tomb. As 
they marched in formation, one sailor yelled: 
“This is where Admiral Columbus rests.” 

Some have raised doubt about the claim. 

Researchers in Spain studying genetic evi 
dence from bone slivers allegedly belonging to 
Columbus and two relatives said earlier this 
month that preliminary data suggests the Italian 
explorer might have been buried in the Spanish 
city of Seville not the Dominican Republic 

Both Seville and Santo Domingo have 
monuments to the man who led Europeans to 
the Americas. 

n this Caribbean country, the carved 
bronze tomb is located in the belly of a soat- 
ing concrete monument in the shape of a 
ross, which at night can cast a powerful 
cross-shaped light into the sky. 

During Tuesday's ceremony the Rev. Rafael 
Bello held up a large steel key for about 200. 
government officials, diplomats and tourists 
to see. As he opened the doors of the tomb, 
surrounded by hundreds of flowers, fighter 
jets and helicopters flew over the monument. 
Tt was opened in 1992 to mark the S00-year. 
anniversary of Columbus first voyage. 

With its doors removed, visitors looked 
through two layers of thick glass and saw añ 
oblong lead box less than 1 meter long con- 
taining the remains. 

les so exciting to see this opened," said 
Femanda Badoer, a 29-year-old accountant 
visiting from Buenos Aires, Argentina. How- 
ever, in keeping with custom, no one was per- 
mitted to see the actual bones. 

Spanish researchers have been petitioning 
the Dominican government for two years to 
do DNA tests. 

But Sulamita Puig, the country’s deputy 
culture secretary, said Monday rhe petition. 
was denied because she believed DNA testing, 
methods had not advanced far enough tà 
definitively settle rhe dispute. E 
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About-face 


ETTER late than never. The decision of the Armed 
Bes of the Philippines to finally court-martial 

Maj. Gen. Carlos E. Garcia for fraud against the gov- 
ernment and conduct unbecoming of an officer and a 
gentleman is a welcome one. There is still some wiggle 
room left for the AFR however, as its spokesman has men- 
tioned the possibility that Garcia's scheduled retirement 
3 on Nov. 18 would make him a civilian, 
EDITORIAL putting him beyond the jurisdiction of 

military justice. ] 

While we welcome the AFP's decision to try Garcia, we 
question why it took so long for authorities to decide to 
place him on the Bureau of Immigration and Deporta- 
tion’s hold-departure list. This is particularly puzzling 
since Garcia is believed to hold a green card, or perma- 
nent US residency status, and his sons are studying in the 
United States, not to mention the property he and his 
family own overseas and their bulging foreign bank ac- 
counts. Hold-departure orders are routinely issued in 
many other cases, and it would seem sensible to consider 
Garcia a high risk for flight. While the BID says US author- 
jties deny that Garcia has a green card, that wouldn't 
have prevented Garcia from claiming he had one and thus 
escaping from the country. 

For now, as the net tightens around Garcia, it might bea 
Good idea to post guards at the door of Garcia's UST hos- 
pital suite, The military already seemed surprised that he 
wasn’t in Camp Aguinaldo when it ordered him confined 
to quarters pending court martial. And while he certainly 
cannot be accused of undue extravagance in deciding to 
stay in that particular hospital, we wonder why he is only 
now being confined for apnea and why he didn't decide 
to stay at the Veterans Medical Center. Sleep apnea is an 
increasingly common yet curious ailment that seems to 
afflict the criminally charged (recall that Mark Jimenez 
claimed to suffer from it), and may simply be a way of jus- 
tifying the isolation of a person from prying eyes. 

Indeed, Garcia has made himself very scarce to the 
point of avoiding even the chance to confront his accusers 
or give his side regarding the very serious accusations lev- 
eled against him. His avoidance has included refusing to 
honor an invitation from Congress, which is ironic, con- 
sidering that Garcia surely remembers the time when mil- 
itary “invitations” were something no one could refuse. 
He has displayed what he perhaps views as a withering 
contempt for the accusations against him, although other 
things could be said of his not wanting to say anything in 
his own defense. While silence as an admission of guilt is 
only for the sensationally inclined, we do wonder why he 
hasn't bothered to speak out in his own defense. 

In response to Garcia's silence, every Tom, Dick and 
congressman (and senator, too), in our typically loqua- 
cious republic, has decided to do the speaking—and me- 
dia hogging, Everyone and anyone, it seems, is now in the 
know when it comes to the Garcia case. Somewhere 
down the line, some busybody is going to speak out of 
tum and leak something damaging to the case. Talk is 
now so fast and free that the politicians have even raised 
the bogey of coup attempts as the military's response to 
Garcia's prosecution. 

Raising the specter of military adventurism as a re- 
sponse to Garcia being charged is reckless and imprudent 
behavior. It is reckless because it adds political color to a 
case that every right-minded Filipino, regardless of politi- 
cal leanings, should be concerned about. It is imprudent 
because it insults the military. Everyone knows there is 
corruption in the officer corps (and surely within the 
ranks of enlisted men and women, too), but to say the 
military is poised to lash out because a general has been 
charged with crimes paints the entire AFP as solely con- 
cerned with guarding the fruits of some officers corrup- 
tion. 

Who would move to try to topple the state in defense of 
a general accused of corruption? Other generals in dan- 
gerof being charged with the same thing? And would this 
mean all generals, and below them, other officers and 
their troops, who might presumably be nervous due to 
their complicity in corruption? 

This is too much. Even if officers were foolhardy 
enough to try to cause trouble, no one would follow 
them. This is the worst time to try anything: the military 
has no moral ascendancy at this time. It can't even pre- 
tend to have any at this point. — 
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WHOEVER President Macapagal-Arroyo picks 
to oversee the country's second largest interna- 
tional airport, which handles 2.27 million pas- 
sengers a year, will find a can of management 
‘worms wait 


g- 
If Tourism Secretary Ace Durano is right, the 
President is set to name retired Air Force gen- 
eral Adelberto Yap manager of the Mactan-Ce- 
bu International Airport Authority. 
The Cebu airport is a major transport hub for 
the whole country MCIAA services 12 domestic 


, worth of untallied 
property and P2.45 million of its anti-hijacking. 
trust fund garnished. Aircraft rescue equip- 
ment worth P30.8 million is rusting away. And 
Lapu-Lapu City seeks to seize P1.08 billion of 
MCIAA property to offset overdue land taxes. 

MCIAAS books "do not present fairly the 
(airports) financial position,” Commission 
Audits Ma. Cristina Dimagiba told airport di- 
rectors, including the mint-new Cebu Gow 
‘Gwendolyn Garcia. Some P137.5 million in re- 
ceivables could bounce 

“Buildings and structures, amounting to 
P1.41 billion, were not recorded,” COAS offi 
cer in charge noted. Thus, the P2.04 billion 
listed under “Properyy, Plant And Equipment,” 
in its books, is “materially understated.” 

Philippine Airlines and Waterfront Hotel are 
two of the biggest debtors. Yet, they're spared 
paying the automatic 2 percent monthly penal- 
ty for delayed payments, COA notes. "Without 
need of formal advice,” other concessionaries 
are dunned. That's what MCIAA Administra- 
tive Order 1990 mandates. 

“This leak drained P3.53 million from airport 
funds last year. Yet, the board never asked: 
who excised that provision from from PAL and 
Waterfront contracts? "Revisit the contracts to 
see if they were properly authorized,” COA 
suggested. 

While at it, MCIAA should resolve a fester- 
ing 11-year question: does PAL now owe an- 


SOME years ago, I spoke to a group of Filipino 
children in Hong Kong. It was in a part of town 
not unlike Malate, where a crowd promenaded 
and music slipped through, or blasted away 
from, dingy bars. The kids, who were in their 
late teens and early 20s, played in one of the 
bars and had earned a reputation for being the 
best band there, drawing no small amount of 
following each time they played. Their place 
had a good-sized crowd that night. 

"We got together during the brea 
of mine who lived there had introduced me to 
them. They turned out to be children of Fil 
ipino musicians who had decided to settle in 
Hong Kong. The bar itself was owned by their 


parents, One thing the kids said at one point 


Ín our conversation, conducted at pretty high 
decibel levels with rock music playing in the 
background, struck me. They had been to 
Manila several times, they said, and had gone 
to the places where bands played. And they 
had been impressed by the musicianship. 
Each time they went there, they said, they fel 
like amateurs. 

They had been composing their own songs, 
they said, and longed for the day when they 
could play them there. To get some recogni- 
tion in Manila, even if they didn't get to reach 
the top of the heap—that was accomplish- 
‘ment enough. That. was their ambition in 
(musical) life. 

Tremembered that conversation after being 
deluged with pictures of Jasmine Trias wher- 
fever | went this past week. I like the kid, but 1 
don't know why she has been turned into the 
toast of local Tinseltown. She is charming and 
talented, but so is an army of full-blooded Fil- 
ipino young men and women currently play- 
ing in dingy bars in Manila and the provinces. 
Particularly in performance, which is where 
the Filipino excels at (unfortunately, Filipino 
musicians have yet to excel in the composi- 
tion part). Filipino popular music performers 
have gotten global attention and been 
deemed world-class. Not so their composi- 
sions With the possible exception of Ana 
‘OPM gets to be played only largely to Pinoy 
audiences abroad. 
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other P18.2 million in value added taxes? 
These are for use of MCIAAS passenger board- 
ing bridges, check-in counter, lots, etc. But in 
October 1993—seven years after the dictator- 
ship collapsed PAL claimed Presidential De- 
ree 1590 exempted it from VAT. 

The board never asked for the BIR exemp- 
tion papers. Show it now, COA urges. Or has 
the BIR commissioner resolved this decade-old 
issue once and for all. 

"Will board have the guts to do that? Its com- 
pliance with previous COA recommendations 
‘was lukewarm and partial. Nor has it collected 
90.2 million in overdue IOUs. Trade and busi- 
ness offices racked up P88 million of those 
debts, overdue for four ro 60 months. 

Deputy House Speaker Raul del Mar shep- 
herded the airport charter into the law books. 
He envisioned an Authority ran professionally 
by career staff, hewing to civil service rules. 

Politicians instead shoved proxies into posi 
tion. President Fidel Ramos prodded a sub- 
servient board into buying a $7.86-million 
412° helicopter. It over-rode then finance of- 
ficer Josefina Villasin’s protest that the bill 
would bankrupt the Authority. 

The chopper was for “rescue mis- 
sions" —ihis was the excuse. Bur it never flew a 
mercy mission, COA auditor Roberto Panesa 
wrote. It ferried presidential parties instead. 
And crew hotel bills were passed on to MCIAA. 
Malacafiang finally took over, but not before 
‘Authority till were bled white. 

Ifnamed, Yap takes over, while former man- 
ager Angelo Verdan battles before the Appeals 
Cour, Civil Service Commission Karina 
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1 don't know that we need another per- 
former in our midst. But clearly Trias appeal 
lies beyond her musical abilities. She has been 
mined for something else, and that is the 
Great Filipino Dream. 

“That Great Filipino Dream used to be the ex- 
clusive franchise of Nora Aunor. She was the 
biggest thing there was in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, and continued to have a strong 
fan base for decades (I know that she had the 
longest running TV show, “Superstaz”) To this 
day, she continues to have a fanatical follow- 
ing, though a much diminished one. The essay 
that won First Prize in the recent Palanca 
‘Awards (| was one of the judges), Wilfredo Pas- 
cual Jr's “Devotion,” dealt precisely with that 
phenomenon. One urban poor resident had lit- 
erally devoted her life to collecting every bit of 
paraphernalia of her idol. 

‘Alor, of course, captured the imagination 
of hi masses fora couple of things. The frst is 
that she came from a dirt poor family, she her- 
self spending her childhood running after 
trains to sell water to thirsty travelers, The sec- 
ond was that she had a great voice. Erap's ap- 
peal lay in that he essayed movie characters 
that clawed out of poverty with pluck and fist. 
‘Aunor’ appeal lay in that she was areal person 
who clawed out of poverty with pluck and 
voice. Those are the two things Filipinos pride 
themselves in, their ability to fight and their 
ability to sing. For millions of starving Fil- 
ipinos, Aunor represented the Great Filipino 
Dream, getting out of the rut through song. 
Many of her early movies dwelt on that theme. 

“Trias may just have stolen the crown from 
her, representing as she does the 2ist-century 
Filipino Dream. That Filipino Dream consists 


David's ruling: he lacked qualifications. But 
‘qualified MCIAA career executives, who ap. 
plied, were ignored. Is Yap facing turbulence 
over his civil service credentials? 

In this deviltake-the-hindmost climate, ser- 
vices deteriorated. Airlines complained Run- 
‘way 04 was so rutted it threatened life and air- 


Lapu-Lapu City chinied 24 lots and three 
buildings to make up for unpaid land taxes. 
MCIAA bucked that in court, claiming national 
government is tax exempt. Where law falters, 
innovative negotiations can succeed. But 
there's little ofthat. 

Tt racked up, meanwhile, P15.9 million in 
“irregular” expenses: from a P584,000 in- 
crease in honoraria for board members to P7.4 
million in rice allowances as political chips. 
COA disallowed both. 

MCIAA employs 150 cops. But it ladled out 
P6.96 million last year to Centurion Security 
Agency to post additional “blue guards." MCI- 
‘AA now has a security force equal to Amster- 
dam's International Airport, critics claim. As 
the 9th airport worldwide, Schiphol serves 
30.3 million passengers. 

Every international passenger departing 
Mactan pays a P550 terminal tax. Of that, P60 is 
clipped for the Trust Fund for the National Com- 
mission on Anti-Hijacking and Terrorism. Non- 
theless, a Cebu judge ordered that P2.45 million 
of it be gamished. Ies to pay the Mactan Em- 
ployees Mutual Association's legal counsel who 
argued for cost-of living allowances, 

“Inappropriate,” snapped COA. In 2000, the 
Supreme Court reiterated the rule that govern- 
ment properties or publie funds are not subject 
to garnishment. The case is now withthe Court 
of Appeals. 

While a fighter squadron commander, Yap 
caught national attention by openly defying 
the Marcos dictatorship. That may be child's 
play compared to beating down thieves who 
masquerade as MCIAAS friends. 


(E-mail: juan, mercadoGpocifi net ph) 


of several things. 

The first is living in America and preferably 
being an American citizen. That is what Tras 
does and is. Though she is as brown as Aunor 
and loves Filipino food as much as Aunor, she 
is an American citizen and speaks with an 
‘American accent. But nobody cares. The uni 
versal indifference to her nationality is patent 
in all the local write-ups, where no one de- 
scribes her as American. For all her nationality 
and accent, she is deemed Filipino to the core. 

(Thar is true as well, incidentally, of Alex 
Pagulayan, the billiards standout. Filipinos 
cheer for him wherever he goes, notwith- 
ganding that his papers say he is nora Fik 
ipino but a Canadian. For most Filipinos, his 
being Canadian means nothing: He remains 
Filipino at heart.) 

The second is making it big in America. 
‘That is an ambition that has eluded Filipinos, 
whether itbe those living in America, who are 
citizenship-wise no longer Filipinos put 
Americans, or those living in the Philippines, 
This country has not lacked for artists and 
writers and professionals who have dreamt of 
making it big in the US, and failed. Some 
years ago, Lea Salonga achieved phenomenal 
Success in that respect, shining in "Miss 
Saigon" and taking Disney by storm. She did 
become the toast of the town, too. But she 
didn't look as brown as Nora Aunor and 
wasn’t as plebeian as Nora Aunor. She cap- 
tured the middle class but not the masa, Trias 
has done both. 

“The last is making it big in America, or any- 
where else in the world, through the one 
thing Filipinos are good at, or believe with re- 
ligious fervor they are good at, which is 
singing. More than fis, voice has become the 
ticket Filipinos believe will get them through 
the trials and tribulations of life. Trias got 
near to bagging the “American Idol” trophy 
through it, and for most Filipinos that is more 
than good enough. Itis the stuff of which their 
dreamsare made. 

Some, of course, will have other words for 
dreams. But let us leave that tomorrow, for 
when the sun breaks and reality creep in. 
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‘THAT there is corruption in the military cannot be 
denied. Why wouldn't there be when there is cor- 
ruption in the civilian sector, too. After all, the 
military is just a part of our society. But instead of 
accusing the military wholesale of corruption, 
which is unfair to the thousands of officers and 
rank-and-file personnel trying to do their job 
honestly, thoughtful observers seek to look into 
the causes. For instance, some observers point 
‘out that the "revolving door policy” of this ad- 
ministration whereby AFP chiefs of staff hold the 
post for only very short periods gives rise to a lot 
f questions. From the time, President Macapa- 
gabAroyo assumed office in January 2001 until 
June 2004, there have been five chiefs of staff: 
Diomedio Villanueva, who assumed office in 
February 2001 and retired in May 2002, and then. 
came in quick succession Roy Cimatu, Benjamin 
Defensor, Dionisio Santiago and the incumbent 
Narciso Abaya, who got the post late in 2003 and 
is retiring in a few weeks’ time upon reaching the 
mandatory retirement age of 56. Defensor served 
forthe shortest period: about three months. 

‘The short stints of these AFP chiefs doubt- 
less have prevented them from effecting 
meaningful reforms, and this could have en- 
couraged some corrupt officers to engage in 
nefarious schemes. The officer who is now on 
the hot seat, Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, assumed 
the AEP's 7.6, in charge of procurement, on 
March 28, 2001 and held it until he was re- 
lieved by Abaya on March 20, 2004. Thus, he 
served all five chiefs of staff appointed by Ms 
Arroyo. The adverse effects of this policy have 
prompted the suggestion that the chief of staff 
should get a fixed term of three years, even if 
this would mean his continuing to serve be- 
yond age 56. I support this proposal. 

Deputy Chief of Staff and AFP spokesperson. 
Ma}. Gen, Edilberto Adan has also pointed out 
the need for "systemic reforms" in the military. 
For instance, he noted that at times various 
units need vehicles and equipment like air- 
conditioning units, but their acquisition is not 
provided for in the budget. This predicament 
Sometime forces officials to exchange the bud- 
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geted items for those that are more needed. 
This is the “conversion” system which, as Adan 
is some 


‘The problem with over-sensationalizing the in- 
quiry into military corruption is that it could di- 
Vert the attention of Congres fom the more ut 
gent task of passing the tax measures 

ed to address the budget deficit and debt servic- 
ing. Several international credit-rating agencies 
have threatened RP with a downgrade of its cred- 
it rating if these measures are not passed within 
the year This is most serious, for as one 
‘economist has pointed out, a downgrade by even. 
One percentage point would raise our interest 
payments by P20 billion. Maawa kayo sa bayan, 


members of Congress. 


ings, are Filipinas working right in Makati and 
other cities in the Philippines. Cecile Alvarez 
and I invited Jeannette Carillo and Gina Ar- 
quiza of the Board of Investments to our dzRH 
show where they talked about the exciting 
prospects of call centers, medical transcription, 
animation and related fields. At the 
Philippines ranks No. 3 in the inform: 
tion/communication technology industry, but 
there's a lot of room for growth. For instance, 
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India now bas 96,000 "seats" versus about 

56000 for RP by the end of this year but many 
clients are now turning to the 
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After six to eight weeks of training 
to handle the job. Cecile especially liked the fact 
that unlike the OFW phenomenon, this sunrise 
industry brings jobs to our shores, Keeping fami- 
lies intact. Moreover, it employs our young peo- 


they are ready 


ple in a high-tech way (they have to have com- 
puter and language skills, plus a medical back- 
ground for med-transcription). But we also point. 
ed out that the Departments of Education and of 
‘Trade and industry ought to popularize access to 
these new jobs by providing more opportunities 
for young people all over the country to study ICT 
courses under some kind of study-now, pay-later 
plan. More on this later. 

Beating everyone to the bazaar season, the 
United Nations ment Fund for Women 
(Unifem), headed by its indefatigable presi- 
dent Georgitta “Beng” Puyat, is holding a 
bazaar this Saturday, Oct. 16, from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Makati Sports Club on LP Leviste 
St. corner Gallardo in Salcedo Village, Makati. 
The Unifem bazaar will feature new and un- 
usual items as well as traditional bestsellers in 
some 115 booths, including furniture and 
home décor, crafts such as hand-painted Rus- 
sian dolls and silver pieces from India and 
Cambodia, silk and wool Tibetan fabrics, our 
‘own pina, etc. Unifem is a fund specifically set 
up to improve the status of women and foster 
women's empowerment and equality with the 
opposite sex. This includes the recently con- 

luded Gender Justice Awards launched toin- 
crease the awareness of judges and motivate 
them to render fair decisions on cases of vio- 
lence against women. For inquiries call Lour- 
des at 810-6703, Butchie 687-7254 and Nica 
844-6981. 


New book on family violence 


A FEW months ago, I spent a day at Bukid Ka- 
bataan in Cavite. The place is home and school for 
bused kids, run by the Good Shepherd Sisters. 

‘One cute little boy there was known for wring- 
ing the necks of ducklings and chicks that hap- 
pened to wander his way. “I can't help it, Ster,” he 
‘would explain. 

This boy is a survivor of family violence. And 
the book that is the subject of this column is right. 
uphisalley. 

No fancy title for this book. “The Path to Heal- 
ing: A Primer on Family Violence" (121 pages, 
Anvil Publishing) is what it says it is. Written by 
psychologists Dr. Lourdes A. Carandang and 
Beatrix Aileen L. Sison, the book is a timely offer- 
ing in this day and age when women are coming 
‘out of closets, bedrooms, basements and prison- 
homes to talk about their bloody ordeal in the 
hands of their spouses and partners. Timely, too, 
because the number of children who are victims 
seems to be increasing. The children are, in fact, 
the main focus of the book. 

"The book will be launched soon and is now avail- 
able in bookstores. Are you in need of help or help- 
ing someone? “The Path to Healing” is for you. 

» leis important to stress that the book isthe re- 
sult of in-depth research and intervention.of the 
‘authors with families exposed to different forms 
of abuse. And so the extensive use of quotes from 
the subjects themselves. 

It is based on a pioneering research that fo- 
cused not just on the abused children and the 
abusive parents but also on other key family 
members. It uses the family systems approach, 
which is based on the belief that any stress, pain 
ar joy experienced by one member affects all oth- 
er members—"ang sakit, ng kalingkingan ay 
nararamdaman ng buong Katawan.” 

The family the so-called basic unit of society, is 
under siege not just from without, but, more 
alarmingly, from within. And so the book aims to 
empower family members by providing good 
understanding of child abuse and the dynamics of 
family violence. 

How ánd why does abuse happen? How can 


5 American soldiers reached the outskirts of 
Manila in 1945, ey came upon the Balintawak 
Brewery, now the San Miguel brewery near Mal- 
abon. They promptly liberated the building—and 
its contents. Thirsty Gls swarmed into the brew- 
ery and later emerged from it, beaming and hold- 
ing their helmets filled to the brim with ice-cold 
Balintawak Beer. 

“Thus was liberation heralded by boozy Gls, and 
thus was born one of the manifestations ofthe Lib- 
‘ration era, representing America's last colonial 
gift: the transformation of Filipinos into a beer- 
guzzling and beer Joving nation. Thus it was beer. 
We drank to celebrate freedom in the heady days 
when we elt genuinely bonhomous towards those 
corn-fed Gis; and it was beer with which we got 
inebriated in order to forget the traumas of the re- 
cent past. Filipinos may not have had homes, and 
not much by way of independence, thanks to their 
iberators; but they had their beer—thanks again, 
ifthe apocryphal story is true, to our ally America. 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur it was said, did his friend 
Don Andres Soriano a favor by commandeering C- 
47s to ferry bottecaps from the American main- 
land to satisfy the needs of San Miguel 

'Of course, before the war, Filipinos already 
drank beer, but not in the coarse and extravagant 
manner they do today. The success of a nights 
drinking session is displayed in the ranks of emp- 
ty botes marshaled on tables. Beer was drunk, in 

Spanish manner, with lunch. 

But with the destruction of Manila, 
marked the demise of the cultivated ways of our 
elders, a younger, brasher generation came into 
its own. A generation which had reached early 

i the buy-and-ell atmosphere of the 
Occupation, and which held nothing sacred in a 
und where it had been proven—from the Fall of 
Bataan to the Last Stand of Yamashita—that nice 
people who held things sacred finished last. This 
Was the generation which gave up their parents 
white linen suits for the gaudy guayaberas and 
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family members work together to stop and pre- 
vent any form of violence on a family member? 
What alternative and non-violent ways could be 
used to resolve conflicts? 

"The book's authors le the reader enter the in- 
ner world of families where abuse occurs. They 
present real-life cases and use comics-type illus- 
trations and diagrams to show the dynamics in a 
family. They also delve into the family origins of 
the parties involved. This is to show the roots of 
the violent tendencies in the distant past. 

Often used are Filipino phrases translated into 
English) which reflect the subject way of think- 
ing, for example, "sinapian ako ng demonyo” (Iwas 
possessed by the devil). Many tips and points for 
reflection are also in Filipino, something coun- 
selors and therapists might find practical to use- 

The book defines and tackles the four different 
forms of abuse: physical, sexual, verbal and emo- 
tional. It examines the intergenerational pat- 
tems, the family myths, the quality of a marital 
relationship, child-rearing practices, the family 
situation (poverty number of children, etc), sub- 
Stance abuse and other related problems of the 
perpetrator of violence. 

"The lite chapter on family myths is peppered 
with quotes that show beliefs that have not 
helped in curbing violence. Examples: "Ang anak 
ang bubuhay o sasagip sa pamilya.” (The child 
Supports or saves the family) "Kayong mag-ina 
ang magiging asawa ko. Hindi magkakalayo ang 
tingin kø sa inyo." (Both of you, mother and child, 
will be my spouses. You both look almost the 
same to me) "Kakambal ko ang kamalasan sa 
buhay.” (Misfortune is my twin.) “Hindi ako 


Beer nation 


THE LoNc View 


Manuel L. Quezon IT 


Hawaiian shirts (not to mention Ray-Bans) sport- 
ed by brash leaders like Arsenio Lacson. 

Consumed in the city, drunk in the barrios, 
probably even guzzled down during the anti-Huk 
campaigns, beer, glorious beer was—is—the drink 
of choice. 1 remember the uncles of my cousins 
sighing, as they drank their Pale Pilsen, even as 
they fondly spoke of the beers of their lives: "Hijo," 
one of them said, pointing to the botde beside his 
mug, "Ive beei drinking this stuff for SO years. 
Even the bottle hasn't changed” 

"he Liberation era, which gave way to the 
Mambo era, when the hot polloi—baptized the 
bakyacrowd— ruled the roost; thence to the Yeba. 
years which collided in a flurry of placards with 
the First Quarter Storm, was accompanied with a 
golden, bubbling, flowing river of beer. Then it 


* came to pass that the Filipino people were asked 


for love of country to give up their beer. 

Many a beer-drinker who lived through the 
days of Edsa will tell you they did just that. They 
gave up their brew, even as their children gave up. 
their Magnolia ice cream and other products of 
crony-owned corporations. Then came once 
again freedom, accompanied by the blessed liber- 
ation from abstaining from beer. 

We are the only nation which loves its beer to the 
extent that we are willing to dilute it with ice yet 
another Liberation heritage that has instilled in Fil- 
ipinos the American yen for chilled beer without, 
alas, the resources needed to guarantee a fridge in 
‘every place where it is drunk. We love beer so much 


mabubuhay kung wala akong kasamang lalaki.” (1 
cannot live without a man.) “Ang pamilya ay dap- 
at magkasama parati." (The family should always 
be together) “Ang babae sa bahay lang.” (The 
woman is only for the house.) 

The books not all sob stories. The chapter “Re- 
siliency Factors: How People Survive the Abuse” 
Points to the innate strengths of children that 
Should be harnessed. Children's natural ability to 
play, dream hope and bring delight, their courage 
to speak the truth—all these draw from a deep 
source that adults should recognize. 

1t goes without saying that a mother's strength 
and the support system which extends tothe com- 
munity (the media included) are vital in order that. 
children survive and transcend their ordeal. 

‘What can families do now? The book answers 
this by offering ways of dealing with family con- 
flics. It has do's and don'ts in dealing with 
dren and tips, many in Filipino, for improving the 
marital relationship. 

"The appendices contain the outline of modules 
on the family offered by a team of psychologists led 


by Carandang, a veteran in family and child coun- ~ 


seling, There i even a script for a skit that could be 
sed as a basis fur discussion and reflection. 

laws have been enacted and refined to help 
women and children who have been battered and 
to protect those who might be in danger. But 
what steps can one take when faced with vio- 
lence? More important, what is there to know so 
that the victims and their supporters could take 
the proper action? And most important of all, 
how to heal? Of what use are the legal action, the 
Vindication, and even putting an end to the vio- 
ence if there is no healing of the unseen inner 
‘wounds that have been inflicted? 

For the cycle of violence to end and in order to 
heal well, one must also know and understand. 

Carandang and Sison's book is chock-full ofin- 
sights and how-to's. It avoids the jargon of thera- 
pists, is very Pinoy and easy to read. This is one 
book that should be left lying around in unlikely 
places for anyone to pick up and read. 

‘Send comments to cerespd @info.com.ph 


that women—not too long ago resricted to drinks 
of illepute, like Sangria—have finaly taken to 
drinking beer in public; never mind that doubeful 
creation Lagerite, thank you. And do not forget the 
‘old wives tale about cerveza negra being prescribed 
for lactating mothers. Why, even Imelda Marcos, 
was said, was fond of a drink called shandy— which 
was formulated with an equal mix of beer and 7-Up. 
(and this was long before the debut of that product 
known as Cali). 

‘Our beers, how we love them. Beer, on which 
we build friendships and share a thousand laughs; 
beer, which fosters solidarity that can only come 
from helping your barkada puke his brains out; 
beer, which has buil character by making genera- 
tions of teenagers cover up for each other to ex- 
plain curfews broken and clothes soiled by beer- 
related youthful excesses; beer, that amber liquid 
"which has shaped the national physiognomy in the 
tummies of our menfolk, proudly displayed on our 
streets for all to marvel at 

"Beer drinking is, for us, an educational experi- 
ence. Gastronomical adventurism benefits 
it, Science, too! Everyone has a theory about the 
effects of beer on human metabolism—like how 
draft beer affects one's stools. 

“The white races used to believe that our tropi- 
cal climate bred indolence or, atleast, made us an. 
anemic race. An odd belief embraced even by the 
local breweries at the turn of the century, when 
they advertised the grandaddy of Cerveza Negra 
as an antidote tothe debilitating effects ofthe cli- 
mate. But you only have to look at your country- 
men on any night, anywhere, to see that we are a 
people consumed with a zest for life, especially 
when beer flows down our throats and the alco- 
hol mixes with the blood in our veins, Then we 
become vibrant; garrulous, funny and charming, 
‘withholding no secrets from our friends. 

"When we drink beer we drink in the stuff of our 
souls—now, if only we could remember every- 
thing the next morning. 


ROBERT Louis Stevenson studied law and ended up as an ac- 
claimed writer. David Duchovny has both a bachelor’s and a 
master's degree in literature from prestigious American uni- 
versities, and now he is a famous television star. Madonna is 
said to have aspired to be a nun, but became instead one of 
the most enduring (and do I hear raunchiest?) singing idols 
een 

people have achieved something entirely different 
from the career paths ud 
they initially chose 
for themselves or as- 
pired for. Was it their 
destiny? Were they 
really destined to be 
"what they have be- 
come without taking 
an active part in mak- 
ing their careers? 

1 really am no big 
fan ofthis grand cos- 
mic theory called 
"destiny" I am a firm believer in self-determinism. I abhor 
the idea that have no control over my life and my future and 
that a force or power is controlling me without my knowing 
it, just hate it when people say: “Well, think its destiny” or 
"It was not really meant for me. I think this is it for me." I 
don't think “destiny” should be used as a justification for c 
pitulation. But the way things are going in my life, I may 
have to reconsider. 

T have always been fascinated with people, events, places 
and, of course, the written word. I think of writers as people. 
‘who not only have an interesting job but also enjoy a lot of 
perks as they go about their work. They get to travel or see 
places that they are going to write about. They get invited to 
fantastic events which they feature in their articles or columns. 
The gto meet interesting people, whether famous orn 
mous, and write or gossip about them. They get to express 
thoughts. In short, writers getto do alot of other exciting things 
in the guise of doing their jobs or earning a living. 

Sol had programmed my mind to become a writer or jour- 
nalis and to make writing my life work from way back when 
Twas that small. 

‘But the universe did not conspire with me to have my wish 
fulfilled. 1 can't explain what happened, but 1 wrote some- 
thing else on my college application form. I was admitted to 
the UP School of Economics on a scholarship. 

“Taking up a quota course in the state university on a full 
scholarship may be propitious for some, but it was not like 
that for me. I wanted to change my course when I was in sec- 
ond year. threw up (Tm exaggerating, of course, but just a lit- 
tle) every time 1 encountered graphs and mathematical for- 
mulas or heard the phrase "supply and demand.” Sadly, how- 
ever, one ofthe conditions in my scholarship contract sad that 
{could not shift to another course except for “meritorious rea 
sons.” I had no clue what constituted “meritorious reasons,” 
but it was clear to me that if I shifted to another course, 1 
would forfeit all the benefits was then enjoying, (The stipend 
was not much, but for a probinsyano moolah, it 
was quite substantial.) 

1 was disappointed, nay, devastated, Relying mostly on 
that scholarship to get me through college, I grudgingly con- 
tinued and finished my course. 

was determined to correct that major slip-up. But then 
again the universe would not conspire with me, Another 
twist in my life led me to law school. 

My decision to take up law was due to insistent de- 
mand—from my parents. My decision to stay in law school 
is, aside from parental expectations, is now due to my desire 
to have a ttle as well as economic considerations. (Lest you 
forget, we live in a ttle-obsessed country and job opportuni- 
ties still favor traditional occupations.) 

Yet, the little voice within my heart refuses to shut up. 
During my first term as law school senior, desperately want- 
ed to satisfy my longing to write. So 1 looked for a writing 
job. Luckily, Iwas accepted as a writer for the youth section 
of one of the country’s major dailies. 

But again, the universe would not conspire with me. My 
grades were anything but excellent, They screamed: “Shape 
up or get kicked out." I had to choose between the writing 
job and my studies. I couldn't drop out when I was so close to 
‘earning my degree. More than that, given the accumulated 
sum they already spent on my education, it would drive my 
parents berserk if 1 told them 1 was throwing in the towel to 
‘chase a long-suppressed dream. On my part, the difficulties I 
had gone through were too great to be wasted. So resigned 
from my writing job which, for me, was tantamount to giving 
‘upmy dream of ever becoming a writer. 

Tam probably not destined to become a writer. Lam proba- 
bly destined for something else. Hard as 1 try to chase my orig- 
inal goal in life, everything just does not seem to lead me toit. 

So what's kitow happening in my life and what is now 
leading me to my destiny? 

In the great debate between destiny and sell-determinism. 
that is raging in my head, the former is starting to gain the 
upper hand. i think I'll soon be forced to admit that lam not 
the captain of my ship and the master of my soul. 

But again since this is seeing print, I think I'l have to re- 
consider. 


Younc BLoop 


Terence Eyre Belangoy 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


‘Terence Eyre Belangoy, 26, is taking up law at Far Eastern Uni- 
versity, after finishing BS Business Economics at the University. 
ofthe Philippines. 


THEY SAID 
Useless talk 


"We must defeat them on the battlefield. They are just 
fooling the government with negotiation. I don't think it 
will amount to anything.” 

T Newly retired Brig. Gen. Victor Corpus on peace talks with the 
omisit party, of which he used to be a partfor some time after 
he defected from military service 


Valueless constituency 

“We are not worried about him because the acquittal 
was on very flimsy grounds and he has actually no sup- 
port, like he did before. He will have support from out- 
side the country, but outside the country they're not our 
constituents.” 
Former Malayan Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad on the 
ences plicat rival Anwar Ibrahim making a pollkcal 
Comeback afier serving a prison term for corruption 


Enemy within 

"You know, we don't need a coup d'etat anymore. The 
Armed Forces will collapse because of the greed of some 
generals. And society will collapse, too.” 
E former lary rebel Rex Robles on the alleged widespread cor- 
Tupian in the Armed Preto the Phüppier 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


‘The National Assocation of Phlppine Newspapers 
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(Dis)appointments 


THETWIN appointments of former Sen. 
Ramon Revilla to the Public Estates Au- 
thority and that of El Shaddai 
spokesperson Melquiades Robles as ad- 
ministrator of the Light Rail Transit Au- 
thority show that President Macapagal- 
Arroyo is not serious in reforming the 
bureaucracy and in enhancing profes- 
sionalism in our public institutions, The 
‘appointments reveal the President's 
lack of appreciation for good gover- 
nance. Revilla did not contribute any- 
thing significant in his 12 years in the 
Senate. The graftridden PEA needs 
some sort of a “Mr, Clean,” a reformist 


Suplico’s reflection? 


SAW your editorial cartoon in the Sept. 
30 issue of the Ingumer. The cartoon 
features two Kettles, one identified as 
Government Service Insurance System 
president Winston Garcia and the other 
tagged as Iloilo Rep. Rolex Suplico. Both 
kettles were pointing to each other, with 
Garcia branding Suplico as an "extor- 
tionist" and the latter calling the former 
"corrupt," 

While the cartoon is amusing, it suf- 
fers from a fundamental flaw. Suplico 
has no moral authority to call Garcia. 
or any other government official "cor- 
rupt” because he himself is the subject 
of a complaint for violation of the An- 
ti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act. It 
appears from the complaint filed with 
the Ombudsman that Suplico threa 
‘ened Kimberly-Clark Philippines Inc. 
an American corporation doing busi 
ness in the country, with a congres- 
sional investigation into an alleged vi- 
olation of the Water Utilities Act, un- 


‘manager and policymaker equipped 
with the necessary technical compe- 
tence who can help shore up public con- 
fidence in this battered institution. In- 
stead, what the public got was an aging, 
sickly and unqualified politician, Its 
politics as usual. 

In the LRTA, what is needed is a good 
finance person with business and public 
management background who can. pre- 
side over this agency's profitability and 
lead it to better financial position. In- 
stead, what the public got was a music 
‘major and former music teacher whose 
‘only qualification is his being a member 


less the company buys a large parcel of 
land owned by his wife, Maria Cancio- 
Suplico, at an unconscionably high 
price. 

The records speak for them- 
selves—the resolution signed by Su- 
plico calling for a congressional inves- 
tigation of Kimberly-Clark and the 
deed of sale of the land bought by Kim- 
berly-Clark and signed by Ms Suplico 
herself, How the Cancio family, 
through their favorite son-in-law, Rep- 
resentative Suplico, was able to sell 
and to an American corporation in vi- 
olation of the constitutional prohibi- 
tion against the sale of real estate to 
foreign corporations, invites a lot of 
questions, too. 

Perhaps, Suplico saw his reflection in 
the kettle symbolizing Garcia when he 
shouted the word “corrupt.” 

VIVIAN MONTEREY, 
8061 Estrella Ave., 
San Antonio Vill, Makati City 


London foggy no more 


TWO times in a period of two months 1 
have read the words “foggy London" in 
the Inquirer. 

Do you know that nowadays "foggy 
London" is a misnomer? They called Lon- 
don foggy in the past when there was 
much “smog” because of pollution. Those 
were the times when industrial manufac- 
turing was on its peak. Thousands of fac- 
tories produced black smoke that turned 
into smog because of the cold tempera- 
ture, especially in the afternoon and early 
evenings. 

Nowadays, seldom will you experience 


LOVE 


a “foggy London." We experience more 
foggy days in Baguio City (almost every 
day). Please do not use “foggy London" a 
third time in your paper. lel bet there was 
not a single foggy day when the writer 
was there, ask het, 

Oh, by the way, the city of San Francis- 
co experiences more foggy days than any 
other city in the United States. You can 
‘count the number of days London is foggy 
inayear. 

—DR. ESMERALDO DE GUZMAN JR., 
‘660Don Juico Ave», 
Villa ol, Angeles City 
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Making great things possible 


ie 
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of a powerful religious organization that 
endorsed the President in the last elec- 
tions. Ies politics as usual. 

e seems the President just doesn’t get 
it. The times call for a leader, not a cheap 
politician paying off political debis. 

—FERDIET. SIBAL, 
18 Green Leaves St., Capitol Green 
Village, Tandang Sora, Quezon City 


Diamonds 
in coconut 


TVE been in the United States for almost a 
year now and I, together with 19 other 
Filipino teachers, am employed here in 
the Navajo Indian reservation at Fort De- 
fiance, Arizona, Like other Pinoys in for- 
eign lands, we try to get hold of local 
news through Inq7.net. When 1 am 
logged onto it, Ican feel that am not that 
far from the nation and people 1 love. I 
can still feel the motherland's joys and 
pains, her triumphs and failures, and her 
challenges and opportunities. 

‘One columnist that Ido not fail to read 
is Solita Monsod. She is so inspiring a lady 
and Ican sense the deep nationalism in het 
blood, I read her article about the virgin 
coconut oil and 1 am very thankful for it 
‘Thank God, another hope for Pinoys have 
come up. Lets just pray to God that our 
farmers and scientists go into more en- 
deavors to produce more and find more 
‘ways to turn the “miracle coconut” into a 
prized diamond possession of the county. 

ERLINDA SAGARAN, 
ldnasagaran@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances 
or suggestions about the treatment of 
news and photos by the Inquirer, you 
may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos, 897-4793, 897-4794, or email 
readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 
Writers of letters to the editor are re- 
guested to include their complete ad- 
res and telephone or pager number or 
e-mail address for verification purpos- 
es. The Inquirer will not publish any let- 
ter unless such information is supplied. 
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Experience speaks louder than explanation 


MAY we call attention to the contin- 
ued operation of the Controlled Dis- 
posal Facility in Barangay Tanza, 
Navotas. 

There is a growing public outery in 
the municipality of Obando against this 
project. People there have first-hand ex- 
perience of how the dumpsite has ad- 
versely affected their lives, No amount 
of legal justification and technical ex- 
planation by the concerned public offi- 
cials would change the revolting situa- 
tion Obandeitos have found themselves 
in, 

Iris high time that the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
look into the garbage dump ill effects 
on the ecosystem of Obando. It should 
not just pay attention to interest groups 
repeating the shallow and inconsequen- 


Thing speaks for itself 


TREAD the paid advertisement of the au- 
thors ofthe history textbook, "Asia: Noon, 
Ngayon at sa Hinaharap.” As a concerned 
citizen, I feel it is my duty to react. | have 
no pecuniary interest in the case, But I 
submit that the authors, in issuing the ad- 
vertisement, embarrassed themselves, 
the institutions and the people they 
sought to defend. 

‘The ad contained explanations that 
were supposed to rebut the contentions 
of Mr. Antonio Calipjo Go. However, 
the explanations only showed that the. 
authors do not have a strong grasp of 
Filipino grammar, or are at least care- 
less with it, a weakness that has led to 
the sometimes funny interpretation of 
the text. We base this observation on 
the explanations made by the authors, 
and while we haver't read the entire 
book, the explanations were seltin- 
criminating enough, so to speak. The 
authors did not do themselves service. 
by quoting a 1988 edition of an ency- 
clopedia as primary source for a book 


Media rarity 


‘THIS refers to Nestor U. Torre's column, 
"Effects of excessive sexual content in TV 
shows.” (PDI, 9/23/04) 

Tes very heartening to know that there 
isa member of the media profession who 
take time to reflect on the negative effects 
ofa lot of sex scenes and talk in media. TV 
has indeed a major influence on our daily 
lives, especially on the youth. That's why 
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tial justifications for the dumpsi 
tinued operation. 

Obandeiios have had enough of the 
putrid and nauseating stench emanating 
from the Navotas dumpsite. This has 
caused various kinds of illnesses particu- 
larly among our children and the elderly. 
Our once flourishing and thriving mi 
rine resources, for which Obando has 
been well-known, are beginning to show 
signs of depletion due to increasing wa- 
ter contamination caused by the disposal 
facility 

‘We are thus calling on DENR Secretary 
Michael Defensor to effect the facility's 
immediate closure. 

“ALVIN. CLARIDADES, 
fist vice president, 

CROWD Ine. Obando, Bulacan, 
clarvin@hotmail.com 


)scon- 


first published in 1997. 

Textbook writing is scholarly work de- 
serving more effort than reaching for a 
dated encyclopedia set. The authors 
should have treated the Go “exposé” as 
feedback to be used in revising the book. 
Printed in 1997, the book is ready for up- 
dating, anyway. A“thank you for the feed- 
back, we will certainly consider it for the. 
new edition” would have been noble. 
‘They could have consulted language and 
history experts for a third opinion. In- 
stead, they issued the ad which only cast 
further doubt on their own scholarship. 
May 1 quote from the ad: "Res epsa lo- 
quito” It should be Res ipsa loquitor. In 
English, it means, "The thing speaks for it- 
self” 

By the way, I, too, am an educator. I'd 
bbe happy to proofread the book for com. 
munication lapses, and give the Depart- 
ment of Education and the authors feed- 
back, for free. 

—LYNDIMAANO, 
IyndimaanoG yahoo.com 


there is a need for TV stations to be re- 
sponsible in their shows. We all should 
aim for the well-being of our young, and 
this cannot be achieved if TV media do 
not help parents with the moral content 
of shows. 
Kudos to Torre and may his tribe in- 
crease, for the good of society. 
—CHING D. AUNARIO 


' THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2004. 


To (ores 


xf 


‘Autonomy not answer, say Moro rebs 
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DAVAO CITY Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) Chair 
“Murad Ebrahim said that the rebel group would never 
‘compromise the right of the Bangsamoro people to self- 


determination. 


In a statement sent to the I- 
“quien yesterday, Murad said that 
right should prevail and would be 
considered by MILF negotiators 
during the resumption of the 
peace talks 

‘The formal negotiations were 
to take place this month in Kuala 
"Lumpur but were again sidelined 
by the observation of Ramadan. 


ment. 


the peace process, (it should not 
be misconstrued) that we will 


compromie our 


MILF leader says his biggest fear 
is guerrillas being ‘radicalized’ 


CAMP DARAPANAN—For more  Arthesame time he inherited the 
than 30 years the lush, green peaceprocess Hashim had started. is so important,” 
topical islands of Mindanao Although no date has been set — For Murad, th 
mi- havebeen the backdrop to oneof for the Malaysian-sponsored talks 


imounand then under Filipino rule 


vds he calls second class citizens in 


E 
$5 Do stereotype 


M language is more that of a politi 
cian than a rabble rouser. 


‘Murad found himself thrust 


m 


^^ bane rebel leader does not fit the 


SS, prefers neatly pressed brown sa- 


- tiguesofother rebel leaders. And 
WX despite a lifetime in the bush, his 


Asia's longest running insurgen- 
‘ey wars as the Muslim minor 
Seek. self determination 
place they once called home. 
"Today as Malaysian peacekeep- 
ers take up positions in some of 
the more turbulent areas of Min- 


danao, Murad Ebrahim, leader of City, about 880 kilometers south grandchildren and wants the long 
the rebel Moro Islamic Liberation , of Manila. “Peaceis in everyone's conflict resolved for their sake. 
Front (MILF), is preparing for interest, he said. “The older generation, my gen- 


peace talks with the government, 
‘And what he wants, he says, is 
lasting peace, one that will re- 
tum some of the dignity he says 

| „his people los first under Span- 
ish and American colonial rule 


since Independence in 1946. 
He wants an agreement that 
will not keep his followers what 


this mainly Muslim corner of a 
,painly Christian country, 


‘At 54, the soft-spoken and ur- 
= stereotype of a revolutionary. He 


o far suits and polished slip-on 
shoes to the combat boots and fa- 


sudden death of its previous 
chair, Salamat Hashim, from a 
heart attack. 


RouNDuUP 


SATO moves to Clark 


EGLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE—The Air 


Transportation Office and the Civil Aeronau- 


E: 


reparation for the transfer of the Department 


{aot Transportation and Communications to this 


Stature international logistics hub. Transport 


Ek tion Secretary Leandro Mendoza said the 
‘transfert ine DOTC ana its agencies to Clark, 
some nor of Mana, was vibe, The 


future of aviation is here. We really want to be 


here,” he said. Mendoza said the DOTC’s full 


ES 


E 


transfer to this economic zone would be com- 
pleted in three years. 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


lo power rate hike 

ILAGAN, lsabela— Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission Chair Rodolfo Albano Jr has decided 
Apot to act on the petitions of seven electric co- 


to begin, Murad expects they will 
do so soon after Ramadan, due to 
a start later this week. 

* The rebels are sincere about 
wanting the peace talks to suc- 
ceed, he told AFP in an interview 
in this camp outside Cotabato 


But the peace talks could 
break down if the authorities see 
something to gain in continuing 
the fighting that has left thou- 
sands dead over 30 years of war. 

^ believe there are elements 
within the administration and the 
military who do not want peace,” 
Murad said, and if the peace talks, 
therebelshave the weapons to fight 
back, he said, speaking in a hut sur- 
rounded by heavily armed troops, 
many of whom were wearing fa- 
tigues and carrying an assorument 
of weapons from rocket launchers 
tM 16sand new mini M-16s. 


Radicalization 

If the peace 'alks fail, this 
could also radicalize further the 
Muslim youths who question the 
strategy of seeking a negotiated 
solution and drive them into the 
arms of Muslim extremist groups 
like regional terror network Je- 
maah Islamiyah (JI), the group 
held responsible for the 2002 
Bali bombing and other attacks. 

“One of my biggest fears is the 
radicalization of the younger 
generation by Muslim extrem- 


1970s, Murad is 


people,” he said. 


Yearni 


‘marginalized for: 
‘The Muslims 
“Moros”, or Moor 


the Muslim empi 


(to) self-determination, as enun- 


an independent Moro nation but 
Murad earlier said the rebel 


ists. That is why this settlement 


they succeed, will bring to an 
enda struggle for greater auton- 
omy for the southern Muslims 
that has lasted all his adul life. 
Forced into rebellion by the 
ofthe Muslims in the 


with two children and three 


eration, has seen its time. We have 
seen conflict. We owe it to this 
generation to resolve 

“We will talk for however iong 
it takes. But we will not sign any- 
thing that does not meet the as- 
pirations of the Bangsamoro 


The term he used for his peo- 
ple—"Bangsamoro” or Moro Na- 
tion—reflects the yearning for 
recognition and status by the Fil- 
ipino Muslims who account for 
less than five percent of the 
countrys 84 million people and 
who feel that they have been 


ish colonial government after 


passed parts of Spain more than 
1,000 years ago. And Muslim 
separatists have adopted the 
derogatory term as their own. 
Murad said the rebels will not 
settle for a piecemeal agree- 
ment, as an earlier rebel group, 
the Moro National Liberation 


people's right 


r 


Murad told AFP. 
Ye peace talks, if 


‘a married man 


tinued," he said. 


years. 
were branded 
vs, by the Span- 


ire that encom- 


Hs 
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group was ready to sign “a nego- 
tiated political solution that is 


with their government counter- 
part the two remaining issues in 


than just laying down arms. 


Front (MNLE), had in 1996; only. 
to see its agreements collapse. 
"That is why the fighting con- 


Much of what Murad stands for 
today was molded during his forma- 

tive years growing up in Cotabato. 
He saw then how local Muslims 
jnalized by Chris- 


losing his mother when 
he was only one and his father, an 
Islamic preacher, when he was a 
teenager The job of raising the 
family was left to his older brother. 


the peace negotiations, which he 
admitted were.'contentious. 


ciated in the Charter of the Unit- just, lasting and comprehensive “While we expect lengthy, ar- 

ed Nations,” he said. {in order to terminate the age-old  duous and even heated delibera- 

He said the MILF or any group conflict in Mindanao.” tions on both issues, we in the 

Murad's pronouncement was has no “right to deprive the “The most civilized and practi- MILF are approaching the negoti- 

obviously in response to crit- Bangsamoro ofthis right.” cal way to solve the Moro prob- ating table with much hope to re- 

cismshe might be softening after Murad said the MILF's stand lem is through a negotiated polit- solve every obstacle along the 

he said that the MILF was al- remains and that any negotia- ical settlement . . .” he said last way,” he said. 

ready willing to sign a negotiat- tions would “involve consulta- week prior to meeting a group of These were the issues on an- 

ed settlement with the govern- tions with the Bangsamoro peo- journalists in Maguindanao. — — cestral domain and the "very so- 
ple.” Murad said the MILF negotiat- lution to the Moro problem." 

“But as we strive forward with The MILF has been fighting for ing team was ready to discuss — Murad did not say what solu- 


tion the MILF has been propos- 
ing. 


: . The young Murad studied civil 
engineering at the Roman Catholic- 
run Notre Dame University in Cota- 
bato City He studied diligently, ac- 
quiring a good command of English 
that would serve him well in later 
Tife as a rebel strategist and in meet- 
ings with diplomats from the Orga- 
nization of Islamic Conference. 


Early roots 

Despite the Christian educa- 
tion, Murad remained committed 
to his Islamic roots and was 
among the young Muslim student. 
leaders who in the early 1970s 
formed an organization that 
would later become the MNLE. 


Farmers picket dam office over unpaid lands 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


STO. TOMAS, Pampanga—Farmers de- 
manding payment for damages resulting 
from the operations of the Japanese- 
funded Cong Dadong Dam in Arayat 
town picketed the National Irrigation 
‘Administration office here on Wednes- 
day. 

The picket of more than 50 farmers 
came even as the NIAS Pampanga Delta 
Development Project, under which the 
P3.4-billion dam was built, had closed on 
Sept. 30. 

"Pay up!” was the single demand 
they wrote on empty rice sacks they 
carried as they marched to the NIA of- 
fice. 

‘The protesters belonged to the 81 ten- 


Water from the converging Pampanga 
River and Rio Chico flow back to Baran- 
gay San Mateo in Arayat when the dam's 
gates are closed to maintain the 8.5-me- 
ter water level. 

Since the project's completion, less 
than 50 NIA personnel were left to op- 
erate and maintain the dam that di- 
verts water to 10 eastern Pampanga 
towns, 


Tension 

The dialogue tured tense several 
times as Ernesto Bielza, PDDP officer-in- 
charge, gave only guarantees to bring the 
farmers demands to the NIA national of- 
fice. 

Five landowners awaiting payments 
for lands that the PDDP already paid for 
P1.8 million joined the protest. The lands 


Sioperatives in Cagayan Valley that asked for a 
© provisional rate hike to recover tax charges 
Simposed by the national and local govern- 
ÉEinents. Albano said the government is focus- 


Sing on the condonation of electric cooperative 


-Joans to give consumers a reprieve. He sald 
flne Isabela Electric Cooperative 1i has 


Agpa20.65-million debts which have been con- 


Fone ty the National leteeation Adminis- 


tration. 
Vilamor Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Bridge construction pushed 


BAYOMBONG, Nueva 
Vizcaya—The 
provincial board has 
asked President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to 
order the Department 
of Public Works and 
Highways to hasten 
the construction of 
two major bridges 
linking Cagayan Val- 
y to Central Luzon. In a resolution, the 

ioará expressed concern that the unfinished 
"bridges in Barangays Consuelo and Baliling, 


7" both in Santa Fe town, adversely affected 


economic activities. 
‘Melvin Gascon, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


ants whose lands, rotaling 93 hectares, 
have been submerged since the dam be- 
gan operations in 2002. They have not 
been able to plant tomatoes and com 
since then, they said. 


however. 


were not occupied or affected by the dam, 


‘The farmers were dismayed when 
Bielza admitted that the PDDP project 
had no more money to pay them. 


farmers, 


PDDP reports said the government al- 
lorted P69.3 million for right-of-way 
(ROW) payments in 351 hectares occu- 
pied by the dam. It was named after Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo's father, the late 
President Diosdado Macapagal. More 
ROW-related complaints were reported- 
ly lodged with Arayat Mayor Chito Es- 
pino. 

“We have waited long enough for 
your promise to pay us. Your office has 
closed and yet, we remained unpaid and 
‘unable to plant again. Thisis too much,” 
farmer Ricardo Lising told PDDP offi- 
cials. 

Bielza reminded them that in the con- 
tract they signed, they agreed to receive 
financial assistance only once. That 
amounts to PS per square meter. 

"But three barangay councilors said the 

most of them unschooled, 


agreed to get the small sum initially be- 


cause they were promised that another 
P10 per square meter was coming as dam- 
age compensation. 


But Ghadzali Jaafar, MILF vice 
chair for political affairs, said this 
is not autonomy. 

Malacañang has been pushing 
a draft on the expansion of the 
present coverage of the five- 
province and oneciy Au- 
tonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao (ARMM) as a political 
package for the MILE 

Jaafar said autonomy has been 
proven a failure in the experience 
of the Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF). Allan Nawal, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


The group took up alms, he 
said, to protect Muslims in Mine 
danao who were being targetted 
by Christian paramilitary groups 
controlled by the then dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

1n 1978, Hashim broke away 
from the MNLE which had settled 
for limited autonomy, and formed 
the MILE taking Murad with him 
who would rise to become chief of 
the MILFs armed unit and second 
in command behind Hashim. 

“When I joined the struggle 1 
was an orphan, had no mother, no 
father In the early years not even 
my closest relatives knew 1 had 
joined the struggle,” hesaid. AFP 


DPWH anti-graft 
campaign lauded 


AN OFFICIAL of the Presiden 
tial Anti-Graft Commission re- 
cently lauded as a "step in the 
right direction" measures taken 
by the Department of Public 
Works and Highways to elimi 
nate graft. 

"I commend your organiza- 
tion under the leadership of Sec- 
retary (Florante) Soriquez for 
embarking into this journey as 
we desire to live ina just, decent, 
honest and progressive society 
Nicasio Coni, PAGC commis 
sioner, told DWPH employees 
when he spoke before them re- 
cently. 

Conti, in a starement quoting 
him, said among the notable 
steps against graft taken by 
Soriquez were transparency in 
transactions and computer-based 
registry of civil works, 


Illegal fishing threatening whale sharks, NGO says 


DONSOL, Sorsogon—Environmental 
activists pressed for government action 
to put a stop to illegal fishing in this 
town made famous by whale sharks 
that have made its waters a feeding 
ground. 

They warned that unless illegal fish- 
img was stopped, the whale sharks 
‘would leave the area and could put an 
end to a tourism industry that has 
helped this town survive economically. 

Members of the Task Force Sagip Ka- 
likasan-Bantay Karagatan said illegal 
fishing vessels, locally known as pan- 
gulong that uses super lights and very 
fine mesh nets, continue to operate in 
Donsol waters despite efforts to stop. 
them. 

Donsol is dubbed as the Whale Shark 


Capital of the World because of the 
presence of the whale sharks, locally 
known as butanding (Rhincodon typus) 
in its municipal waters. 

“te will greatly affect the whale 
sharks because the pangulong is operat- 
ing directly in the municipal waters,” 
Ding Manrique, TPSK-BK chair, told the 
Ingumaen. 

He said although the whale sharks 
feed on small fishes, the very fine mesh 
nets being used by the pangulong will 
also catch the whale sharks food. 

The pangulong has a fleet of three 
vessels, with super lights and fine mesh 
nets, and a carrier. 

Ir sometimes uses a sonar boat to 
conceal its location while looking for a 
fishing spot. 


“ifthe coastal area and the feeding 
ground of the butandings will be de- 
stroyed because of the pangulong oper- 
ations, the whale sharks will be affect- 
ed,” said Jun Narvadez of Tanggol Ka- 
likasan, which helped organize the TF- 
‘SK-BK and provides training and legal 
assistance. g 

“Pangulong operations started many 
years ago in Donsol because of the rich- 
ness of waters indifferent kinds of fish,” 
according to Manrique. 

"There are about 15 pangulong fleets 
currently operating in Donsol, allegedly 
with protection from ranking police of 
ficials in the region, the ingume 


their means of lcg s aieced, Ihe 
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vessels sometimes fire guns at them or 
hit them with their bigger vessels and 
they end up going home without a 
catch," he said. 

Manrique said they are rendered 
virtually helpless against the opera- 
tors because the illegal fishers are 
armeș and the police are not helping 
them, 

"Sadly we have the PNP in our com- 
posite team but they seem to abandon 
us when we ask for assistance," Man- 
rique said. 

He revealed that they requested 
sistance from the municipal police on 
Sept. 6 bit were told that a unit from 
the region will help them instead. Emir 
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Project stirs hope for Bicolanos 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 
Pili, Camarines Sur 


RESIDENT Macapa- 

gal-Arroyo's visit to 

Camarines Sur on 
the Feast of the Nuestra 
Señora de Pefiafrancia last 
month brought hope to 
several Bicolano leaders, 
when she approved the 
World Bank-funded $30- 
million project for the re- 
gion's river basin area. 

The Bicol River Basin Water- 
shed Management Project (BRB- 
WMP) aims to solve the periodic 
flooding in the area that hinders 
farm productivity. President Ar- 
Toyo said the project would make 
"use of excess water for farm pro- 
duction. 

"Bicols river basin is a wide 
plain that straddles Albay and the. 
two Camarines provinces, and 
nestles in the middle of the Bicol 
Peninsula. 

It is a 377,000-hectare area 
that easily inundates from the 
run-off waters and floodwaters 
coming from the mountain range 
that stretches from Mayon Vol- 
ano, in the southern portion, up 
to the mountains north of Bicol. 

‘The Bicol river basin is de- 
scribed as the drainage area of 
the Bicol Peninsula that has me- 
andering rivers, which empty in 
San Miguel Bay on the northeast- 
emn part of Bicol. 

Due to this periodic flooding, 
this huge area, with several major 
rivers and three of the four lakes 
in Bicol, has been a big challenge 
to development planners since 
the Marcos regime. 

‘The perennial 
ral phenomenon dictated by the 
‘ographical configuration of the area. 

Also, this wide swath of low-y- 
ing areas is regularly ravaged by 
periodic floodwaters because it 
lies in the typhoon path. 

‘To control the flooding, the 
government tried an integrated 
area development (IAD) ap- 
proach in 1973. 

But the first IAD project called 
the Bicol River Basin Devel 
ment Program (BRBDP), a multi 
million-dollar project that the 
Asian Development Bank funded, 
failed to achieve its major output: 
a huge reservoir in the middle of 
the Bicol river basin area. 

Very much costlier than the BRB- 
WME the BRBDP failed to deliver 
the central infrastructure compo- 
nent designed to pool the run-off 
‘waters and floodwaters in the area. 

‘The national. government was 
forced to abandon the project in 
1989 because ofthe ballooning costs 
‘of the infrastructure component esti- 
mated in 1992 at $274 million. 

But the BRBDP was not a com- 
plete failure. Much of its irriga- 
tion facilities and flood mitiga- 
tion infrastructure requirements 


e 
d 


THE BICOL river basin, with 377,000 hectares, is a big challenge to government 
 multimilion-dollar project meant to control flooding was abandoned in 1969. 


were installed in the 16 years of 
its implementation. 


Four-pronged approach 

At present, the government us- 
es a four-pronged approach to 
achieve its objectives within six 
years. 

It will also make use of the 
lessons of the first IAD project and 
build on the existing irrigation 
and flood mitigation facilities. 

Estimated at P2.6 billion, the 
BRBWMP is expected to benefit 
some 1.3 million Bicolanos de- 
pendent on agriculture. 

‘The rehabilitation of irrigation 
facilities and flood mitigation mea- 
sures, adoption of comprehensive 
watershed management plan and 
creation of definite policy-making 
body overseeing the development 
thrust, are expected to result in in- 
creased farm productivity 

Unlike the old IAD project, the 
BRBWMP avoids changing the 
flow of water. The notion that a 
huge reservoir in the middle of 
the Bicol river basin area could 
control the floodwaters was 
scrapped. Instead the govem- 
mentis designing impact projects 
at the grassroots level to adopt to 
and make use of the natural pat- 
ternof flooding. 

The briefing document given 
during President Arroyos meet- 
ing with local executives and re- 
gional directors involved in the 


project said the BRBDP had been 
projected to incur high socia 
Costs to achieve its goal. 

The creation of the huge reser- 
voir would have displaced 2,337 
households in an area designed 
as water "catchment." The toll on 
farm production was estimated to 
be equivalent to 5,360 hectares of 
farmlands permanently sub- 
merged in water. 


Watershed management 
‘Camarines Sur Second District 
Rep. Luis R. Villafuerte Sr, one of 
the prime movers of the new IAD 
approach under the BREWME 
said the old IAD concept of con- 
trolling flooding by mainly in- 
flood contol structures 
failed because it wanted to tinker 
with the natural flow of floodwa- 
ters. He said ir would have cost the 
government now some PIS bilion 
To complere those structures. 
‘Villafuerte, who has followed 
through the BRBDP when it was im- 
plemented starting from the Marcos 
jir administra- 


Tages into a huge reservoiz 

The reservoir would catch all 
the run-off waters and floodwa- 
ters to Baao town’s phantom lake 
ora lake that shrinks during sum- 
mer. It failed in social acceptabi 
ty hesaid. 


He said the new project will 
mot attempt to divert the natural 
flow of floodwaters draining at 
San Miguel Bay but would rather 
focus on watershed management 
to mitigate flooding. 

This new approach will be car- 
ried out by local government units 
(LGUs) and the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources. 

It requires the partnership of 
the LGUs to employ a communi- 
tydriven strategy of managing 
and utilizing the resources within 
the Bicol river basin area. 

‘The project demands the full 
participation of 33 municipalities 
and 3 cities in Albay and the two 
Camarines provinces in the 
northern portion of Bicol. 

The 36 LGUs are further re- 
quired to provide area-based wa- 
tershed management plans to 
come up with a comprehensive 
plan of the Bicol river basin area. 

At the project's completion, a 
policy-making body would be 
Created to direct the developmen- 
tal path within the Bicol river 
basin area. 


Project management 

‘They also agreed to spend for 
the project on areas and activities 
that are devolved, including com- 
munal forest management and 
development, livelihood and ba- 
sicinfrastructure projects. 

‘The President has already cre- 


ated the Project Management Of- 
fice (PMO) under the DENR. She 
ordered that the project manage- 
ment officer will assume the rank 
ofan undersecretary. 

There will also be an assistant 
projet management officer and 
15 technical staff who shall be 
seconded to the project on full- 
time basis. 

Tt will also involve the partici- 
pation of the National Irrigation 
Administration and the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and High- 
‘ways for the infrastructure facii 
ties development, rehabilitation 
and maintenance. 

Being an IAD approach, the 
BRBWMP is composed of inter- 
related components designed at 
improving the management and 
use of the resources within the Bi- 
col river basin area. 

Forone, the irrigation modern- 
ization component at the cost of 
P211.2 million, when completed, 
would double agricultural pro- 
duction inthe area. 

The encroachment of saline wa- 
terin thousands of hectares of rice 
farms in the towns of Cabusao, 
Libmanan and Calabanga and Na- 
ga City, in Camarines Sur, once 
corrected through the fixing of 
{gates that control the inflow of sea 
‘water from San Miguel Bay, would 
increase areas planted with rice 
the whole year round. 

But some original structures of 
irrigation facilities have been left 
unrepaired since they were 
abandoned in 1989, so that the 
inflow of seawater to the farms 
became permanent at the ex- 
pense of big losses of crops. 

Also incorporated in the infras- 
tructure components of the BRB- 
WMP are flood mitigation mea- 
suresat an overall cost of P1 4 bil 
lion. 

Elected officials involved in the 
preparation of the BRBWMB in- 
terpreted the President's go-sig- 
nal to the project as a shift in the 
program priorities of the national 
government. 

The President has hastened 
BRBWMPs implementation by 
two years, to start this year in- 
stead of 2006. 

"The BRBWMP has stirred 
great hope for Bicolanos because 
we believe this is our last chance 
to accelerate development, if 
mot, it would be very hard for us 
to keep pace with the other re- 
gions in the country" Villafuerte 
said. 

For several years now, Bicol has 
remained the second poorest re- 
gion in the country with very 
sluggish economic growth totally 
dependent on agriculture, second 
to the war-torn region of the Au- 
tonomous Region of Muslim Min- 
danao. 

The implementation of the 
BRBWMP is projected to generate 
P580.9 million as "economic in- 
ternal rate of return,” which is ex- 
pected to prime the ailing Bicol 
economy. 
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Roco foe 
to head 
new Bicol 
project 


By Alan Pelayo 
Naga City 


HE BICOL River 
| Basin and Water- 
shed Management 
Project (BRBWMP) is ac- 
tually President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's fulfillment of 
her campaign promise to 
the Bicolanos to revive 
the mothballed Bicol Riv- 
er Basin Development 
Project (BRBDP). 

But her appointment of then 
Bicolano presidential candidate 
Raul Roco' foe, resigned Depart- 
ment of Education Undersecre- 
tary for Legal Affairs James Ja- 
cob, as BRBWMP chair is seen as 
another case of political accom- 
modation. 


Differences 

Jacob resigned from DepEd 
due to policy differences with Ro- 
co, then DepEd secretary. 

He tangled with his fellow Bi- 
colano over the controversial 
purchase of medical equipment 
of the University of Santo Tomas. 

‘At the height of the presiden- 
tial campaign, Jacob spoke out 
over local media here against his 
differences with Roco. 

Jacob, a former Camarines Sur 
representative, admitted his lack 
of technical expertise to head the. 
project, but he accepted the ap- 
pointment anyway. 

He said the funding of the pro- 
ject willbe loaned from the World 
Bank but he refused to disclose 
how much he will get as chair of 
the foreign-assisted project. 


Denial 

He also denied that his ap- 
pointmentis a reward for his sup- 
port to the President's candidacy 
inthe last presidential election. 

Butch dela Torre of Ibon Foun- 
dation Philippines, however, was 
mot happy about the project. 

He said all the foreign-assisted 
projects in Camarines Sur, specifi- 
cally the BRBDR, were a total fai 
ure. 

He said several farms in Ca- 
marines Sur and other provinces 
in Bicol were damaged because 
salty water passed through their 
farms. 

He urged Jacob to disclosed 
the results of the previous pro- 
jects. 

Nenia  Fuentebella-Pehones, 
former BRBDP executive, came to 
the projects defense, saying the 
problem was not with the BRBDP 
but with the line agencies imple- 
menting it. 


Glossary bats for media sensitivity in child abuse reports 


OON, reports on 
child abuse would, 
hopefully, be han- 

dled properly by Bicolano 

journalists, with the re- 
cent launching of the 

Glossary of Terms for 

Child Abuse Media Re- 

portage, in Legazpi City. 

The glossary advocates the use 
‘of precise terms in the reporting 
of child abuse cases and discour- 
ages sensational treatment. 

‘The launch was made during 
the 12th National Children's 
Month celebration in Bicol on 
Oct. 8. The celebration was head- 
ed by the Regional Sub-Commit- 
tee for the Welfare of Children 
(RSCWC)-Region V 

The “Glossary of Terms for 
Child Abuse Media Reportage" is 


the first of its kind in the country, 
according to John Abejuro, exec- 
utive secretary for operations of 
the Social Action Center (SAC) of 
the Diocese of Legazpi, one of the 
sponsors ofthe glossary. 

Ma. Elena S. Caraballo, Na- 
tional Council for Welfare of Chi 
dren director, confirmed that the. 
glossary is indeed the first of its 
kind in the country. 

"Because the country is very 
rich in language and dialects, itis 
just appropriate that we have 
such reference book for every- 
one," she said. 

The glossary defined common 
terms on child abuse and gave 
corresponding translations in the 
Bicol dialect. 

Instead of "pagtakma" or "pag- 
gumos,” it would simply be 
“paghipo” for act of lascivious- 
ness. "Pagtakma" is a rude term 


for grabbing while "paggumos" 
means to crumple. 

It should be “pasakit sa aki 
in place of “makahayop na trato 


sa aki" (child cruelty); “adik” 
for "paratsongki or "apay- 
apay" (drug user); "pamilyang 
masa krisis for "burulag na 
pamilya" (dysfunctional or bro- 
ken family); "hinapros" or "ki- 
maputan" for "linamotak" or 
“kinapkapan” (fondled); “may 
kapansanan” for “daing silbi” 
or "biyadi" (incapacitated); 
“minaltrato” for "inayot" (mal- 
treated); “minolestiya” for 
“linamurak” or "minustakan" 
(molested). 

In the absence of precise Bi- 
colano words, journalists are ad- 
vised to use the original English 
term, such as illegitimate, incest, 
mentally retarded, or rape. 

"The glossary is a reference not 
only for media practitioners but 
also police officers and social 
workers. 

‘Abejuro said sensationalism in 
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reporting of violence committed 
against children, along with the 
indiscriminate use of terms in 
doing so, has led to vic 
tims—both children and p: 
‘ents—fearing to ralk about their 
‘experiences. 

He said this also “threatens 
children and creates a culture of 
fear” 

Lourdes Lositaho of the Ligao 
City Social Welfare and Develop- 
ment, one of the contributors to 
the Book, said repeated indis- 
criminate broadcast of abuse cas- 
es replicates the abuse committed 
against children. : 

"The book was turned over to 
Albay journalists, represented by 
Iuoumim correspondent Ronnie 
Lore. 

In his acceptance speech, Lore- 
jo said reporters sometimes tend 

language in their re- 
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ports about violence committed 
against children in their attempt 
to show the “drama” in such cas- 
es. 
Children who have been 
abused thus become victims the 
second time around simply be 
cause of the wrong use of words, 
he added. 

‘Abejuro said the idea for the 
glossary was tackled three years 
ago, in October 2001, by journal- 
ists themselves and the Child 
‘Abuse Prevention and Interven- 
tion Unit in Albay, following the 
rise in child abuse cases in the 
province in 1997. 

It came into fruition with the 
help of the SAC, the Department 
of Social Welfare and Develop: 
ment-Region V and other con- 
cerned units, including the Mani- 
labased Consolacion Founda- 
tion. Eric B. Dorente 
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GMA: 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 
and Christine 0. Avendafio 


ADMITTING she was dissatisfied 
‘with the militarys initial han- 
dling of the case of Maj. Gen. Car- 
los E Garcia, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo yesterday said that 
she had to step in and instruct the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines 
to subject the general with unex- 
plained wealth to court-martial 


proceedings. 


The former AFP comptroller 
reportedly has $1.42 million 
Werth of bank deposits in the 
United States and several pieces 
of real estate in the country and 


abroad. 


“Well, in the case of General 
Garcia, [was the one who told the. 
AFR who instructed that they 
have to court-martial him,” Ms 
Arroyo said at her monthly lun- 
cheon with reporters covering 


Malacafiang. 


The President, the Comman- 
der in Chief, said she gave the or- 
der two days earlier “that's why 

-yesterday (Tuesday) it was an- 


Pimentel: 


From page At 


ominous silence could turn him 
into a scapegoat in the web of 
«corruption involving both low- 
and high-ranking officials of the 
AFR 


A member of the House of 
Representatives wants the Na- 
-tional Bureau of Investigation 
or another law enforcement 
agency to take care of the securi- 
ty of Garcia citing possible 


threats to his life. 


Life in danger 


Parafiaque Rep. Rollo Golez 
said House members had said 
that Garcia's life might be in dan- 
ger because of the generals 
knowledge of corruption in the 


military 


“Many of the members of the 
House of Representatives have al- 
ready expressed their concern 
about the security of General Gar- 
cia. It is very likely that we might 


ask that another body 
"said Golez, chair of the 


(Garcia 


secure 


House committee on national de- 


fense. 


"That will be most likely either 
the NBI or the police. But most 
likely the NBI because he (Gar- 
cia) knows many things," he said 


ata forum. 


Golez also said it would be in 
the interest of the AFP that no 
harm comes to Garcia. 

^T think it is also good for the 
AFP because if anything happens 
to General Garcia, then itis going 
to be a big, big problem of the 
AFR” Golez explained. 

Vice Adm. Emesto de Leon, 

"Philippine Navy flag officer in 


nounced” by the AFP 

“So Tm glad that the AFP is 
[following]. You can see there is 
that discipline. They made imme- 
diate compliance with the direc- 
tive,” Ms Arroyo said, 
Collaborators 

But opposition Sen. Sergio Os- 
meña I said subjecting Garcia to 
a court martial was a "worse" de- 
cision. 

"Out of delicadeza, the mili- 
tary should not try him because 
[the military officials) are all un- 
der a cloud of suspicion,” Osme- 
fiatold reporters. 

The senator said Garcia should 
instead be tried by the Sandigan- 
bayan because the general's case 
involved plunder. 

Osmefia said the problem of 
putting Garcia before a military 
court was thatthe latter would be 
tried by “maybe the same officers 
he collaborated with." 

“At least to gain some credibili- 

put it before the Sandigan,” he 

"They will have a hard time 

g him now without be- 


ing suspected of having collabo- 
rated or covered up for his (Gar- 
cia) crimes." 

If the military court acquits 
Garcia, Osmefia said people 
would not believe that his trial 
was not fixed and this would pose 
some problem to the military. 

‘Asked why she had to give the 
order when a court-martial was a; 
regular mechanism in the AFR 
she said: “That's not for me to 
theorize. For me, its what you 
have to do. Thats the most im- 
portant thing and they have to 
court-martial.” 

‘The AFP initially wanted the 
Office of the Ombudsman to in- 
vestigate Garcia. 


Hand in hand 

The President said the court 
martial should go hand in hand 
with the investigation by the Of- 
fice of the Ombudsman because 
the'latter was looking into specif- 
ic graft charges while the former 
would deal with a general charge 
"called conduct unbecoming an 
officer and a gentleman. 
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Ms Arroyo said she heard 
about the incident in the United 
States where Garcia's son was ac- 
costed for not  dedaring 
$100,000 in his possession. 


‘Tactical detail 

“Itwasall verbal and all gossip 
at that time and then I learned it 
more officially third week of 
September but things were still 
very [sketchy]. 1 mean Nonong 
(Cruz, the defense secretary) 
still have to put it (case) all to- 
gether so now its all together” 
shesaid. 

“Again that is a tactical de- 
tail,” she said when asked if the 
United States informed her 
about the general's assets. "I 
was informed about it by (Exec- 
utive Secretary Eduardo) Ermi- 
ta because he was informed by 
Nonong Cruz and it was a verbal 
information given to me be- 
cause the ES informs me of 
things that happen around." 


AFP. : 
The US authorities also by- 


passed the AFP and got in touch 
with the Office of the Ombuds- 
man instead. It was the Om- 
budsman who asked the AFP to 
place Garcia on preventive sus- 
pension. 

Ms Arroyo was irked by ques- 
tions on why the AFP did not get 
into Garcia's activities despite his 
having kept a P19-million invest- 
ment at the AFP Savings and 
Loan Association Inc. 

“Again, those are micro details, 
As a President its my job to set 
the strategic direction, you court 
martial. that's my job. Bank ac- 
count? Thats for the due process 
and the court-martial to deter- 
mine. Thats why I instructed a 
court-martial to be done,” she 


Cabinet officials 

Ms Arroyo also refused to say 
weer Garcia's case was i 
ed. “It’s not for me to speculate 
shesaid. =e 

The President hinted she was 
mot buying allegations that at 
least three of her Cabinet officials 


Garcia could not have acted alone 


command, said at the forum that 
Garcia was being guarded by 12 
soldiers on a 24-hour basis. 

He was supposed to appear be- 
fore Golez committee the other 
day but was rushed to the hospi- 
talinstead. 

For the second time, the House 
committees on national defense 
and on banks and financial inter- 
mediaries failed to compel Garcia. 
to appear before their joint inves- 

igation of the alleged corruption 
military specifically che gener- 
als unexplained wealth. 


Bank secrecy law 

‘Worse, Rufino Ibay, president 
and chief executive officer of the 
AFPSLAI where Garcia allegedly 
made huge investments, invoked 
the bank secrecy law in refusing 
to divulge details of Garcia's fi- 
nancial transactions with the as- 
sociation. 

Garcia, who has been confined 
at the UST hospital since Sunday 
night, was diagnosed to be suffer- 
ing from "difficulty of breathing 
and apneic episodes." 

His attending physician, Dr. 
Ivan Vilespin, testified that Gar- 
cia was not able to make it to the 
hearing because of his medical 
condition. 

Villespin is an associate profes- 
sor at the UST College of 
Medicine and past director the 
UST Center for Respiratory 
Medicine. 

Villespin said that obstructive 
sleep apnea, which the general 
has been suffering since 2002 
based on his medical records, can 
range from “annoying to life 
threatening.” 
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What is sleep apnea? 
SLEEP apnea means "without A potential life-threatening 
Dreath,“a condition in whicha condition, obstructive sleep apnea 
person terali stops breathing may pose heath risks, including 
fora minute or so while asleep, heart attacks, strokes, impotence, 
marked by loud snoring. etc. It aiso causes daytime sleepi- 
eine a | 
| obstructive, central, and mixed. lost productivity and interpersonal 
| Obstructive sleep apneais the relationship problems. 
most common type, in which bar- 
| ners, such as alargetongue, obstructive sleep apnea, such as 


Mock breathing, causing de- 
| creased oxygenation and a low 
| blood oxygen ievel. 

L 


weight reduction, positional ther- 
apy. positive pressure therapy 
andevensurgery. PDI Research 


Several treatments exist for | 


He said the general was also 
suffering from chronic obstruc- 
tive pulmonary disease, and dys- 
lipidemia. Overall Garcia was 


cause tem à 
breathing and irregular heart beat. 

He said that “putting a little 
stress" on the patient could also 
dohim some harm. 

Villespin said he was appalled 
by the statements by some mem- 
bers of the House committee dur- 
ing the first hearing that his pa- 
tient was not really sick but may , 
just be playing sick. 
Professional 

“Lama professional, your hon- 
ox I will not ruin my career. Gen- 
eral Garcia is a a first-time pa- 
tient. I made the findings and his 
medical abstract is true. They're 
not manufactured,” Villespin told 


„the committee. 


The doctor said that he never 
issued any order barring anyone 
from seeing Garcia in the hospital 
and that it was Garcia himself 
who would chose whom he want- 
edtosee. 

Asked if he thought Garcia 
could withstand the rigors of an- 
swering queries from committee 
members, Villespin replied, "Its 
mot so easy The burden of decid- 
ing whether a patient can't come 
here or withstand the rigors of 
the hearing should not rest on 
me. leave that to you, sic” 

But he said Garcia could testify 
“if the lamer wanted to, unless 
complications such as a stroke or 
heart attack would arise which 
may prompt him to advise 
against, 

Villespin also said that con- 
trary to reports, it was him, not 
Garcia, who recommended that 
the later be admitted after thor- 


Reyes total assets soared to P18M 


«From page Al 


ried in the press for honestly 
declaring his true assets, specially 


the bank deposit. 


“I already declared it, there- 
fore, Lam not hiding it. It was the 
right thing to do. It is unfair for 


me to be criti 


xd for doing the 


right thing,” he said, apparently 
anticipating the adverse publicity 
that would be created by the pub- 
lication of his net worth. 


Inherited 


‘The SALN documents, which an 
officer of the Lifestyle Check Coali- 
tion furnished the Ingumen, also 


showed that the increase in Reyes? 
net worth was brought about by 
the P6 million worth of “improve- 
ments” in his house at the AFP Ofi- 
cers Village in Fort Bonifacio. 

His other pieces of real proper- 
ty include an inherited house in 
San Juan, Metro Manila with a 
current fair market value of P50 
million and an inherited lot in 
Parafiaque with a current fair 
market value of P25 million. 

Reyes father Pablo was the first 
superintendent of the Division of 
City Schools in Quezon City. Pablo 
and Purificacion Reyes bought the 
property in San Juan and the one 
in Paraüaque for P25,000 and 


P24,000, respectively, in 1966. 

Secretary Reyes also owns two 
other pieces of real estate at the 
Officer's Village in Fort Bonifacio. 
Each has a current fair market 
value of PS million. 


Mama Gie Restaurant 

Reyes’ 2003 SALN also reflect- 
ed the acquisition of the Mama 
Gie Restaurant in Cebu City and 
the Lola Inda Restaurant in Bula- 
can, allin January 2003. 

The Lifestyle Check officer 
found this odd, noting that the 
Reyes family had had “no major 
business interest in the past." 

"Two restaurants in one year 


and an increase of P4 million in 
net worth—all this while he de- 
clared his wife to be a housewife 
in his SALNs,” said the officer, 
who requested anonymity. 

In his 2002 SALN, Reyes did 
not fill in the space under the 
heading “Business Interests and 
Financial Connections.” 

Bad timing 

‘Asked about the matter, Reyes 
said his family had been in the 
restaurant business for a long 
time now. "Matagal nang negosyo 
ni (That's an old business of) Mrs. 
(Teresita Reyes) yan,” he said. 

Although he said he had noth- 


oughly examining his medical 
condition. He said it was a clinical 
judgmenton his part. 

Villespin said that Garcia asked 
him to put his diagnosis in writ- 
ing and the order to admit him so 
that the general could present 
this to his military superiors. 

He stressed that another doc: 
tor first examined Garcia in the 
emergency unit of the same hos- 
pital before the general was re- 
ferred to him. 

"The doctor also said it was his 
first time to meet Garcia and that. 
at first, he was not aware that the 
general was facing criminal 
Charges and congressional inves- 
tigations. Villespin said he just ar- 
rived from a medical conference 
in Georgia, USA. 


Tongue lashing 

Col. Rafael Regino, the AFP 
surgeon-general, also got a 
tongue lashing from several con- 
gressmen for his failure to carry 
out the order of Vice Admiral 
Ariston de los Reyes, AFP vice 
chief of staff, for him to personal- 
ly examine Garcia before appear- 
ing inthe hearing. 

‘According to Regino, he and 
Rear Admiral Mateo Mayuga, 
deputy chief of staff for personnel 
(G-1), went to Garcia in the hospi- 
tal but that only Mayuga was al- 
lowed by Garcia tosee him. 

Regino said he could not force 
himself into Garcia's room as he 
‘would be violating hospital rules 
as well as Garcia's “civil rights.” 

Mayuga said he relayed the 
committees wish for Garcia to 
testify in the hearing and that 
Garcia merely said he could not 


ing to hide about his SALN, Reyes 
raised apprehension over how 
the issue could be linked to the al- 
leged scams involving other mili- 
tary generals. 

“The timing is really bad," he 
said. "My detractors may use this 
when 1 go through the Commis- 
sion on Appointments. 

Reyes raised suspicions that 
people he had hit in his antierime 
operations could be behind the is- 
sue to demonize him. 

“The kidnapping lords, the 
smuggling lords and the crime 
lords could be behind this. All the 
lords are angry” he said. 

Interviewed by the INQumtm, 


Pacificador acquittal shocks Javier family 


case.” 


But Gonzalez said the acquittal 
ofthe former ally of the late dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos would not 
affect the Philippine govern- 
ments efforts to extradite his son 
and co-accused, Rodolfo Pacifi- 


cador, from Canada. 


+ Hesaid it appeared that Rodol- 
fo Pacificador might even be the 
mastermind of Javier's murder. 

‘Gonzalez also said the govern- 

-ment could no longer appeal 
Pacificador’s acquittal. 

"Thats the end of it," he said, 


T against the former 


adding that reviving the charges 


jority floor 


{lender of the Batasan Pambansa 


would constitute double jeop- 
ardy. 


Freeman 

Pacificador, 74, was released 
from the Antique Rehabilitation 
Center after the promulgation of 
the decision on Tuesday. 

He said he was open to a recon- 
ciliation with the family of his po- 
litical rival. 

On his first day as a free man 
yesterday, Pacificador left San 
Jose at 3 am. and visited the 
northern towns of Pandan, Cu- 
lasi, Sebaste, Laua-an and Bar- 
baza to "thank the people who 
brought me food and visited me 
in jail" 

Pacificador went into hiding 
after Javier's murder. Nine years 
lates, in March 1995, he turned 
himselfin at Camp Crame. 


His son fled to Canada shortly 
after the murder and applied for 
refugee status. 

Secretary Gonzalez said the 
resolution of the ease could also 
be the basis to extradite Rodolfo 
Pacificador so he could face trial 
for the murder of Javier and the 
wounding of five others. 

“We will analyze the decision 
and study our options carefully 
because there are many nuances 
E the case,” he told the INQuia 

mobile phone. 

Gonzalez said he had ordered 
review of the status of the extra- 
dition proceedings against Rodol- 
fo Pacificador. 


Cancel passport 

He said he had also asked the 
Department of Foreign Affairs to 
determine whether the passport 


of the fugitive had been can- 
celed. 

Prosecution witnesses had tes- 
tified that Rodolfo met with Ed- 
nardo Iran alias Boy Muslim, the 
alleged leader of Javier' killers, 
before and after Javier was 
gunned down on Feb. 11, 1986. 
Rodolfo allegedly also gave mon- 
ey, food and shelter to Iran and 
the other gunmen after the shoot- 
ing. 

‘On Oc. 19, 1996, the Canadi- 
an justice ministry ordered 
Rodolfo's extradition. But the On- 
tario Court of Appeals reversed 
the order on Aug. 1, 2002, on 
grounds that the - Philippines 
could not guarantee him a fair 
and speedy trial. 

‘The Canadian Supreme Court 
affirmed the rejection ofthe peti- 
tion in February ast yea 


Senior State Prosecutor Leo 
 Dacera HI said he would look into 
whether the petition could be re- 
vived despite the earlier decision 
of the Canadian courts. 

He said Castrojas’ decision 
showed that the younger Pacifi- 
cador had a key role in the plan- 
hing and implementation of the 
murder 


Based on the evidence 

In his 113-page decision, 
Castrojas pointed out that as 
shown by the testimony of pros- 
ecution witnesses Arleen 
Limoso, Jose Delumen and 
Romeo Nagales, it was Rodolfo 
Pacificador “who 
fairs, soto speak. 

Based on the evidence on 
record, it appears that [Rodolfo] 
was the mastermind [of Javier's 


So RE 
ordered court martial of Garcia 


were under investigation by the 
United States for having secret 
deposits. 

“That's precisely the specula- 
tion. l'm not going to, I mean, 
well, you have to distinguish be- 
tween due process and specula- 
tion: We will—all the due process 
is being done but I stop at specu- 
lation," she said. 

She said those who claim this 
should name "names and give 
something concrete." 

‘The information on the Cabi- 
net officials came from Rex Rob- 
les, a former military rebel wh 
Ms Arroyo appointed to the Feli- 
ciano Commission that investi 
gated the roots of the coup at- 
tempt by the Magdalo soldiers in 
July 2003. 

"Because Rex is now a private 
citizen, I cannot tell him what to 
do, But I can ask Carol Hernan- 
dez to share the findings with 
you because its her job to make 
sure that they're carried out," 
she said. 

Hemandez was a member of 
the commission. 


a 
a 


because of his medical condition. 

The AFP judge advocate gener- 
al said that the AFP cannot file'a 
case against Garcia for court- 
martial proceedings without gb- 
ing through investigation which 
would require Garcia's presence 
to rebut the charges against him. 

Congressmen repeatedly 
pressed De los Reyes to order 
Garcia, whom he placed under 
arrest under the custody of Camp 
Aguinaldo, to testify in the next 
hearing. 

De los Reyes, who was reltc- 
tant to implement his order at the. 
UST hospital, at first said he 
could only do so once the hospital 
allowed the discharge of Garcia. 

He said the AFP has also to ob- 
serve hospital rules and that it 
‘cannot just drag Garcia out of it 

In the end, De los Reyes was 
prevailed upon by the congress- 
men to issue an order to Garcia to 
appear in the hearing and to im- 
plementhis own order. 


Hearing at UST? 

The House committee on na- 
tional defense chaired by Rep. 
Rollo Golez (Kampi, Parafiaque), 
and the committee on banks and 
financial intermediaries under 
Rep. Jaime Lopez (Lakas, Manila) 
insisted that the next hearing be 
held at 1 p.m. today (Oct. 14) at 
the UST hospital or at the AFP 
Medical Center if the first option 
would not be possible. 

Golez said the committee 
would ask the UST hospital ad- 
ministration for permission to 
hold the hearing there, or just 
transfer Garcia to the AFP Medi- 
cal Center. 


Presidential Anti-Graft Commis- 
sion Chair Connie de Guzman 
said her office was going to look 
into the matter. 


Revive case? 

If evidence warrants, she said 
the PAGC may revive the adminis- 
trative charge filed against Reyes 
in August 2003; which was fled 
by former PAGC Chair Dario Ra- 
ma. 

Rama had dropped the case, 
which was in connection with the 
alleged Plü-milion house that 
Reyes was building, in October 
2003 after he resigned as secre- 
tary of national defense. 


killing] Castrojas said In an in- 
terview. 

However, the judge pointed 
out that Rodolfo had not yet pre- 
sented evidence in his defense 
because he had yet to be arrest- 
ed. 

While the former assembly- 
man and three other accused 
were acquitted, Pacifcadors 
lawyer Avelino Javellana and sev- 
en others were found guilty. 


Still at large 

Rodolfo Pacificador and Iran 
were not sentenced because they 
are till at large. 

‘Castrojas yesterday issued arrest 
warrants for Iran, Rodolfo Pac 
cador and Rolando Bernardino, 
who escaped from detention in Oc- 
tober last year. With a report from. 
Philip C. Tubeza 
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Probe focused on Ecleo cult member Fernando dies 
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treatment for his heart ailment. 

Esmeralda flew to Manila yesterday 
to confer with Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez on the case. He returned to 
Cebu in the afternoon. 

He said Gonzalez had instructed him 
to thoroughly investigate the case and 
to check all possible angles regarding 
the motive for the killing 


Other angles 

In an interview with radio station dy- 
1A, Philippine National Police Director 
General Edgar Aglipay said the PNP 
was in fact studying other angles and 
not just the Ecleo case. 

"The investigation is a continuing 
[process]," he said. "We will not close. 
off other reasons or other motives and 
other suspects as far as the killing of 
prosecutor Yongco is concerned.” 

Aglipay also said it was difficult to 
pinpoint a specific angle in the absence 
of strong evidence. 


Esmeralda said the sketch of Yong? 
co's supposed killer was based on a de- 
scription provided by two eyewitnesses 
now in NBI custody. 

He said Favila's name was provided 
by the Criminal Investigation and De- 
tection Group, which was later con- 
firmed by the Criminal Intelligence and 
Investigation Bureau (CIIB) 

"The two agencies are working with 
the NBI to solve Yongco's murder. 


Ecleo ex-bodyguard? 

Esmeralda said Niño Bacolod, brother 
of Ecleo's slain wife, had told him that 
the sketch of the supposed killer resem? 
bled one ofthe cult lender's bodyguards 

t when sought for comment, Ba- 
colod said he was not actually sure of 
the gunman’s identity. 

He said the sketch of the supposed 
gunman resembled one of Ecleo's close- 
in security, but that he could be wrong. 

Supt. Paul Labra, CIIB chief, said he 
gave the Yongco familys lawyer and 
Spokesperson za Como a picture of Pavi- 
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1a, which she later showed to witnesses. 

"As I perceived it, the witnesses were 
able to identify the gunman through the 
picture we showed them yesterday 
(Tuesday) morning. I was not allowed to 
see and confer with the witnesses. Iwas 
‘Attorney Corro who relayed what the 
witnesses said when they saw the pic- 
ture; Labra said ina phone interview. 

He said that while there was “a con- 
certed effort from the different investi- 
gating agencies,” what they had was 
"just circumstantial [evidence]." 

"Nothing is definite yet. We are still 
investigating," he added. 

labra said his men arrested Favila 
and a companion in July for carrying 
firearms inside a taxi in Barangay Ta- 
lamban, Cebu 

Police confiscated the firearms, along 
with membership cards of the PBMA 
Commando Brotherhood and Rubenian 
International, he sai 

Favila and his companion were re- 
tor’s office 
the complaint of illegal po 


INQUIRER. 


session of firearms, Labra said. 
More statements of outrage were is- 
sued yesterday by various groups. 


Outrage 

In Manila, the Integrated Bar of the 
Philippines through its national pres 
dent Jose Anselmo I. Cadiz said: “{We} 
condemn in the strongest terms the 
grisly killing of [Yongco], “a lifeti 
ember ofthe IBP and advocate of the 
rights of women and children.” 

it added: "[Her] murder has rein- 
forced the perception ofthe Filipino peo 
ple that there is a breakdown of peace 
and order in this country. When judges, 
lawyers and reporters are killed on a reg- 
ular basis, and the list of unsolved crimes 
gets longer by the day it is not unthink- 
ble for ordinary citizens not to feel safe 
outside the confines oftheir homes." 

Lawyers in Bohol also issued a state 
‘ment denouncing Yongco's killing. With 
reports from Jhunnex Napallacan and 
Chito A. Fuentes, PDI Visayas Bureau; 
Leila B. Salaverria in Manila 
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the Philippine Heart Center. 

The family requested for "private time” until 
the wake and interment details are finalized. 

“A legal giant has passed away. He was some- 
how controversial during the Marcos years, but. 
{his being] a legal luminary, no one can ques- 
on that sed Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez. 

“He was first among equals on matters of 
constitutional aw. He is a great loss,” Gonza- 
lez added. 

lawyer Ismael Khan Jr, the Supreme 
Court's spokesperson, said, "He was a very re- 
spected chief justice who headed the court 
during one of the most turbulent times in the. 
republic's histor 

The high tribunal said Fernando land- 
mark decisions on Constitutional Law dealt 
with judicial review, due process, equal pro- 
tection, freedom of speech, freedom of assem. 
bly, rights of an accused, social justice, labor 
Jaws, and tenancy laws. 


International recognition 

Internationally recognized as a legal schol- 
ar, Fernando was only one of three Asian ju- 
Tits invited by the US Department of State to 
fake part in the Bicentenniel celebration of 
the American Declaration of Independence in 
1976 with its theme, "Influences of American 
Constitutional Lawin Asia.” 

Fernando was appointed to the Supreme 
Court as associate justice by President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos in July 1967. 

He was chair of the Second Division from 
Sept. 15, 1974 untithis appointment as Chief 
Justice on July 2, 1979 upon the sudden 
death of Chief Justice Fred Ruiz Castro. 

Fernando retired on July 25, 1985 at the 
age of 70 and returned to teaching law in dif. 
ferent law schools. 

‘A former student said that his effectiveness 
asa professor "lies in his ability to coerce stu- 
dents into studying.” 

He was known to loathe tardiness 


Family 

Fernando was marred to his former stu- 
dent Emma Quisumbing, alo a lawyer and 
daughter of former Justice Secretary Ramon 
Quisumbing, with whom he had five children: 
Estela Anna, Enrique Jr. (deceased) Em- 
manuel; Emma; and Enrico 

His wife, a bar topnotcher in 1948, is herself 
an authority on constirutional law, having writen 
in 1977 "The Survey of the 1973 Constitution." 


Author of 9 books 

Said to be an indefatigable writer, Feman- 
do himself had authored at least nine books 
on constitutional law and human rights in- 
cluding a 900-page treatise on the Philippine 
Constitution. 

Fernando was the son of German Fernando 
and Honoria Medina. He was born on July 25, 
1915 in Malate, Manila. 


Consistent scholar 

A consistent scholar, he graduated magna 
cum laude from the UP College of Law in 
1938 and placed 13th in the bar exams the 
same year. He was valedictorian of his class at. 
the Araullo High School. 

He was also the first Filipino Sterling Fel- 
low at the Yale Law School in the United 
States in 1947, obtaining his master of laws 
degree the following year. 

He was a fill professor at the UP College of 
law from 1941 to 1953. He then became 
commissioner in the Code Commission from 
195410 1963. 

He served as the George A. Malcolm profes: 
sor of constitutional law in the UP College of 
Law and the Jose P Laurel professor of consti 
tutional law in the Lyceum of the Philippines. 


Presidential adviser 
Many of his students have themselves be- 
come prominent as Cabinet members, jurists 
essmen,"precisely because of Fer 
is admirers said. 
e was drafted tothe advisory staff of Pres- 
ident Ramon Magsaysay and later became ad- 
viser on constitutional matters to President 
Carlos P Garcia, and presidential counsel to 
President Marcos. 

He was the head of the first commission that 
investigated the assassination of Ninoy Aquino 
Jr But after only two hearings, the five-mem- 
ber Fernando Commission dissolved itself due 
to domestic and international pressure, 

Marcos was forced to convene another 
fact-finding panel led by retired Appellate 
Court Justice Corazon Juliano Agrava. 


Gentleman of the old school 

Fernando drew criticisms during the Mar. 
cos dictatorship after he was seen in public 
holding an umbrella for former first lady 
Imelda Marcos. 

But Khan said Fernando did that because 
he was a "gentleman of the old school." 

“That's very unfair caricature being made 
of the former chief justice. The guy wasa gen- 
tleman of the old school," Khan said. 


Clear, elegant opinions 

Fernando, according to "The Chief Justices 
of the Supreme Cour of the Philippines,” by 
Corazon L. Paras and Ramon Ricardo A. 
Roque, was one of the few justices who 
penned the most opinions many of which 
‘were dissenting opinions. 

“His opinions were clear and elegant and 
punctuared with footnotes, reflecting his 
deep researches,” the authors wrote adding 
that "he had a photographic memory and was 
highly proficient in the English language." 

"The high tribunal also recalled that Fernan- 
do "was humorous by nature, and was a fa- 
Yorite emcee at the socials of the Supreme 
Court in histime." With a report from PDI 
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MMDA going after drunk drivers 


By Margaux C. Ortiz caused by drunk drivers. im serious accidents driving is considered a lesser viola- the influence of liquor, on the other 
idi “Aside from serving as a deter- wherein it B imperative io prove tom than driving under the ini hand, are penalized with a P2,000 "sua Su 
ITCOULD be theend of the road for rent, it would also be less tedious that the erring motorist was drunk, ence of liquor fine for the first offense, P2,000 and 
* drunk drivers. than the present procedure wherein most enforcers and traffic investiga- Under the MMDAs schedule of one-year suspension of drivers li- 
"The Metropolitan Manila Devel- the violator has to undergo a blood tors just penalize the driver forreck- fines, motorists found guilty ofreck- cense for the second offense, and 
opment Authority (MMDA) is plan. test ina hospital," Femandoseid. less driving,” VergeldeDiossaid. les driving are penalized with a P2,000 and revocation of drivers li- 
S to buy breath analyzes 0 MMDA Traffic Operations Center The alfie chief added that some P500 fine for the first offense, P750_censefor the third offense, 
Tug drivers whomixdrinkingwith Executive Director Angelito Vergel enforcers avoid the tedious process and suspension of drivers license “With the breath analyzers, we 
driving. de Dios said lack of proof had pre- of bringing suspected drunk drivers for the second offense, and P1,000 would be able to speed up the pro- 
MMDA Chair Bayani Femando vented them from recording the to the hospital and waiting for andrevocationofdriversliensefor cedure and slap drunk drivers with 
said the breath analyzers could re- number of vehicular accidents hours forthe blood test results. the third offense. the appropriate penalties,” Vergel 
duce the number of accidents brought about by drunk driving. Vergel de Dios noted that reckless Motorists found driving under de Dios stressed. 


METROBRIEFS Boycott Greenhills move launched 


Mayor orders filing — Luli's friends robbed m Vis 

inSai TWO COLLEAGUES of President By Ruth L. Navarra ild a“mosque.” tion; and Crisanto Sy, president, and 
of charges in Sai case Magapagal-Arroyo's daughter, Luli, The newsletter disclosed plans of George Barcelon, chair of West 
CHARGES wi be fled. Manila May- terme eptepcomptemends ^ IN AN effort to stop the opening of officers of the three Greenhills home- Greenhills Association. SUPER BRAND 
Gr Lilo Atienza said tisyesterday.PSiewyringusmeyesteniayin what they called as a “mosque,” the ownersassociationstolaunchlegal ac. They urged allesidentstojointhe GOLD 2003 
afte learning that private individuals Pasig City. Victoria L-Tinio and Federation of Greenhills Associations tions, demonstrations anda boycott of boycott if they do not want Greenhills SUPER BRAND 
op MEC M rcp Cener "be the nex Quiapo or Taig GOLD 2002 
Sai Buling havo notbeen modeto and projector were inside the trunk to boycot the shopping center “The newsletter was signed by Car- where we will be living in perpetual SUPER BRAND ` 
PauU deese MU LV H SONS los Yam, chair and presidentof North- fear for our lives.” b OT 
meSyearaldstucture An. ber URP 976) which hey parkedat 2004, the federation said that they east Greenhills Association; Don They ced that there was no build, 
F charged buiding oticialsfound Ges Golf Plaza in Barangay should do everything to make Orti- Alviar president, and Preciosa Soliv- ing permit issued for the “mosque,” SUPER BRAND 


s Ugong. Tinio, Flores and another aides i iid p = T ee ed 
Mod s asmuo Mono Tie Floresandanoiher gas & Co, reconsider its decision to en, chair of North Greenhills Associa- which isactually a prayer room. 


QC cracks down meeting at the Department of Edu- 


Qceracksdown renet, Another one of Cervantes triplets dies 


‘QUEZON City officals apprehended i 

cumcavatvendorsarmeswsan Manila Science By Tarra V. Quismundo Herpassing camesixdaysafterher She added that the baby, who was 

Market in Novaliches tor maintain- homecoming sister Jovelyn succumbed to brain never weaned from the ventilator and 

ing defective welghing scales. ity ALUMNI ofthe Manila Science High ALMOST two weeks of enduring a hemorrhage and complications for stayed in an incubator since birth, be- 
treasurer Victor Endrigasaidihe School are invited torelivetheir fragile life has exhausted baby Jona- being born two months premature. came pale early evening the other 

scale they confiscated were ether "ave affair" with the school during — Iyn. ‘The surviving baby boy, Joshua Jay, day Hours later, the baby gave up. 

tampered, detective or unlicensed. their Grand Alumni Homecoming on The third of the premature triplets is critical but stable, breathing through “We have accepted what happened 

He sald they conducted an inspec- Ost 16. Batch 79 wil ostthe event born on Sept. 30, 12-day-old Jonalyn a ventilator inside an incubator: because she had been under so much 

tion following complaints rom resi- dubbed "Masci: School ko o Love Cervantes died of internal bleeding “She died of bleeding in her lungs medication, and had been critical)," 

Pals seeps Enna te! ko to with the MSHS Alumni Foun- and birth complications at 10:48 p.m. and stomach. Despite! the blood trans- said. mother Jocelyn, who has been at NEW 

ofthe venders caught duping lhe gation nc- For detalis, cal Pura Tuesday at the Neonatal Intensive fusions and antibiotics, her condition the hospital's Matermal High Riskand ERGONOMICALLY 
+ Cabral at 0917-8215432 or Che Pru- Care Unit (NICU) of the Dr. Jose Fa- did not improve,” said Dr. Mary Anne Kangaroo Mother Care Unit since she RUBBERIZED 


Genders uero oramai apaya, dente at 0820-8973148. D pL DAI o ua decneisesbn E 


POINT PEN 
‘Corrupt’ general is only malingering 


BELEAGUERED Maj. Gen. Carlos Gar- "Mon, honest na, wala pang kabit 
cia, former Armed Forces comptroller, yan (Hes not only honest, he also 
has had himself confined at the UST doesn't have a paramour), said the 
Hospital in a very expensive ward PVR source of Abaya. Most top-ranking gen- 
since he got exposed as corrupt. rals, this source sai, are womanizers. 

Doctors diagnose his iliness as“ob- RO And who is our source? She's a 
structive sleep apnea.” Tulfo long-time supplier of military hard- 

Sleep apnea is not fata In fact, a ware and equipment. She knows the 
big percentage of the population has cause that hospital is only for poor "corrupt and honest military officers. 
it, People who snore most likely have military personnel. Only privates She even knows the corrupt enlisted 
sleep apnea and low-ranking officers go to V Lu- and civilian personnel. 

So, there's really nothing basically na when they're sick or wounded. “Mon, marami ring malinis na mga 
wrong with Garcia. He's just malin. Why is it that privates go to gen- heneral gaya ni Tirso Danga at ni Vic 
gering. eral hospitals, while generals goto Corpus (There are many honest gen- 

,, emere wich i invesigating private hospitals? erals among them Tirso Danga and HU AS ROS, SENS CORMGPOLTA ERR 
m on corruption charges, should "r Vic Corpus)” she said. “Walang hilig | Dtoueg EE S DUM CONCEPT MSE PME 
compel him to attend the next hear- ` Some people are linking Gen Nar- sa pera ang mga yan (They re not fond Re BAT CANTA ee BONS HONE SOR AGENS. 
ings. ciso Abaya, the current AFP chief of of money),” said the source. ‘nea hk SCHEN ORD LCRA UC NONE DEPOT ORTNS MAKAT, D ORT 

b Staff, to the corruption in the Armed Danga has the rank of commodore | MEAT STAL ESS. crois HONE DET ON ay CE S NORM EONA Y 
Garcia is allegedly being treated Forces. andischiefofthelnteligence Service | S62 Me Tons (ER os Sos YU ne QOO. OS PAE 
like aking atthe UST’s wealthy pa- Apparently, they domt know ofthe Armed Forces (ISAFP) and J-2 | BAGLIO xox CONS? ISAS) LEYTE UMBER YARD DEPENDO APANCES: ROBINS HOME| 
nts’ ward. Abaya, a West Point graduate. He's or Armed Forces intelligence division. (apor AS Ae ERES Ey 
‘Why didn’t he have himself con- the most honest chief of staff, accord- Corpus used to head ISAFP and is 
fined at the V Luna Medical Centera ing to asource who knows the ins and now chief of the Civil Relations Ser- 
hospital for military personnel? Be- outs of the AFR vice. He is retiring in several weeks. 
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5.09 handles much 
lighter than othar ball pont 
pens, thus alleviating atque 
Caused when writing for long 
periods 


+ 243-6912 to 14 Fax: 242-5671 


‘makes cutting the forests down for paper unnecessary. This preserves 17 trees per ton of paper recyolég 
trees saved annually, So help out while eaming money by selling us your old Newspapers and tabloids today. 
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Northrail families told Laguna de Bay i nc ri sis 


to leave site by Nov. 15 
By Jerry Esplanada ‘© Central West Bay—worsened from Class — Binan, Bay, Sta. Cruz, Pagsanjan and 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. So far, the residents have re- ‘AtoC “with oil and grease concentrations.” Pangil rivers—still Class D. 

1 _____ jected rwo relocation sites: one in WATER quality in several portions of Laguna e Tanay River—deteriorated to “worse Improved water quality was observed only 
AŠ MONTH, then demolition Barangay Panghuloand the other de Bay has worsened. Heavy siltation, mean- than Class D with very high biochemical oxy- in these parts: East Bay, Central Bay, South 
stars. I in Towerville Bulacan. while, has reduced the polluted lake's average gen demand or BOD concentration." Bay and Taguig, Class D to A; and northern 

“The government has given the The residents want to be relo- depth by at least 55 mm to only 2.5 meters. Sta. Rosa—worsened from Class Ato D West Bay, Class D to B. 
4,000 families in Malabon City to cated to Valenzuela City, but May- These, among other factors, have con- “with high oil and grease concentrations.” Under the DENR's water quality criteria, 
bé'displaced by the long delayed or Sherwin Gatchalian has said tributed to the “accelerating degradation” of e Cabuyao River—worse than Class D water usage is classified into Class A (public 
Northrail Project up to Nov. 15 to the city would notacceptthem. ^ the country's largest lake, officials of the La- "with very high oil and grease concentra- water supply but still requires treatment to 
leave or face demolition. ‘Government officials are rush- guna Lake Development Authority (LUDA) tions.” meet standards for drinking); Class B (suit 
The problem is the govem- ing the long delayed relocation of told the Inquirer. ‘© Marikina, Tunasan and San Pedro rivers able only for bathing and swimming); Class C 
mint and the affected residents the affected families after Presi- ` According to the latest LLDA status geport, —worse than Class D “with very high BOD (intended for fishery); and Class D (good for 
have not yet agreed on a reloca- dent Macapagal-Arroyo ordered water quality has deteriorated in the follow- concentration.” agriculture, irrigation, livestock needs and in- 
tion site, Mayor Canuto Oreta the immediate construction of ing sections of the 90,000-hectare lake and œ Siniloan, Morong and Sapang Bato dustrial supply). 
told the Ingunen yesterday. the Northral Project. some ofits tributaries: rivers—worse than Class D, and Lake water quality has been monitored 

since the early 1970s. From 1990 to 2000, 

Jake waters met the DENR criteria for Class C. 
An LLDA report in 2001 claimed Laguna de 
i Bays water quality had “been improving 

since 1995." Some agency insiders, however, 
said otherwise. 


Lake in crisis. 

LLDA general manager Casimiro Ynares II 
acknowledged that the lake was in crisis, but 
he said “the battle to save Laguna de Bay con- 
tinues.” 

To sustain conservation efforts, LLDA 
forged in 2001 a partnership with Unilever 
Philippines and the nongovernment Society 
for the Conservation of Philippine Wetlands. 

Called Clear, short for Conservation of La- 
guna de Bay's Environment and Resources, 
Ynares described the tripartite body as a ‘very 
interesting model of how government, big 
business and NGOs can work together.” 

The concept was a first in the history of the. 
Living Lakes network, which groups Laguna 
de Bay and 24 other environmentally trou- 
bled lakes and wetlands worldwide. 

‘Threats to the lake were taken up during 
the 9th Living Lakes international conference, 
held recently in British Columbia, Canada. 


International attention. 

Other Living Lakes members “now have a 
say in preserving Laguna de Bay, one of the. 
country’s most economically important and 
environmentally significant natural. , re- 
Sources,” said Chito Macapagal, general man- 
ager for corporate development of Unilever 
Phils. 

Manila is hosting next May the 10th edition 
of Living Lakes. 

According to Lennie Santos-Borja, LLDA re- 
search and development division chief, silta- 
tion was "most prominent in (Laguna de 
Bay) West and Central bays.” 

"During summer, large boats could hardly 
traverse the area near the mouth of the Pasig, 
River because of sedimentation, Borja point- 
edout. 

From an average depth of three meters in 
the 1970s to the current average of 2.5 me- 
ters. 

Borja explained that “the increased sedi- 
mentation rate is mainly due to the amount of 
garbage thrown into the lake and silt coming 
from the Mangahan Floodway, and increased 
denudation ofthe watershed." 


| ‘Ridiculous,’ NBI 
says of summary 
execution claim 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


OFFICIALS of the National Bureau of Investi 
y i gation branded as “ridiculous” the claim of a 
: : aet i man who said the killing of seven alleged rob- 
> mew bers in Laguna was a rubout, adding that he 

no LOAD? AS EASY. TERE n could face a robbery charge for his admission 

S g FEALE BUE that he was with the group. 

itt a = oA S I ERN NBINational Capital Region division chief 
Ngayon, mula sa Share-a-Laad, ang b ayong text na humihingi ng SaKiong. (EMM AT 
reload amount sa kahit. sinong kapamllya:o kaibigan nå naKa-Giobe-Pray Pl ga pumayag sila; automati ‘owners and employees of a pancit factory in 
-makokota'ang load amountl ==: * * E ve t eso. MN RED Calamba could see if he was part of the group. 


P 5 HUS that robbed the firm last Oct 1. 
Hindiniyo na kailangang magpaségiste! a a rM 
It's so easy! 


the men who robbed them, then we will file 
1 2 charges against him,” he said. 

FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO ASK-A-LOAD: But Cea is saying that seven men whom 
Just text «amount» to 26+-<10-digit number Md NBI agents shot dead in an alleged shootout 
cs person you're senina oed fron in Southwoods, Biñan, were not robbers but. 

? job seekers 
poe aye eens ei iste EXEC He tal ea tac on the day of the shootout, he 
: š 2 HE] was with the seven men, five of whom were. 
n you're asking load from then receives an i his friends, They went to the pancit factory to 
‘oad text message. = look fora job. 3 
- = s They left the factory in separate vehicles, 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE GIVING LOAD: 7 inae arg tre ene Ra Va n ree kn oN with the seven riding in a yellow Asian utility 


To accept an Ask-a-Load request, just reply with your vehicle. Later, he learned that those seven 
pers CAM a May PI minimum load at pa pn néong dagdag na, 


men were dead. 
But the NBI said the seven were members 
For first-time users, just reply with YES."" You are mau fisk-a-Loadservite pal ^v of the Digoy robbery group that allegedly had 
gue " 
= . t $ among the ten or so men who entered his fac- 
QU EN RE E E ji 4 tory. di 
i 0 Lee's wife, Rosie, and around 10 workers 
making great things possible GER toes mal a ees 


- testing to the robbery. 
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Torre 
to man 
Board 1 
for RP 


GRANDMASTER Eu- 
gene Torre was willing 
to let go, but there 
were no takers. 

So, forthe 17th 
straight time, Torre 
willagain man Board 1 
forthe Philippine team. 
which left last night to 
‘compete in the 36th 
Chess Olympiad in 
Majorca, Spain. 

“This developed after 
GM Rogelio Joey" An- 
tonio and GN-elecr 
‘Mark Paragua, cur- 
rently the countrys 
top-ranked player, de- 
clined Torres offer for. 
either of them to take 
over the top board. 

Thus, Antonios 
likely to play Board 2, 
Paragua Board 3, In- 
temational Master 
Jayson Gonzales Board 
“4, National Master 
Emmanuel Senador 
Board 5 and national 
champion NM Darwin 
Laylo Board 6 forthe 
Filipinos, who are gun- 
ning for a Top 10 finish 
inthe biennial meet. 


Rightful anchor 

Both Anronioand 
Paragua, who isal- 
ready in Europe, said 
Tone is still the rightful 
anchor ofthe RP eam, 
which is being sup- 
ported by the Philip- 
pine Sports Commis- 
Sion, the First Gentle- 
man Foundation and 
Dickies vice president 
Dody Arcaya. 

"s OK for meto 
play Board 1 again. 1 
Jastwantto give others 
the chance,” said the 
52year-old Torre, the 
country’s top board 
player since the 1972 
Yugoslavia Olympiad. 
‘Torre's finest moment 
came inthe 1974 Nice, 
France, edion when 
hecopped the silver 
‘medal in Board 1 with 
rine wins, 10 draws 
and modeles 


Better chances 

Lorshyl Cuizon isset 
toplay Board 1 in the 
distaff side to give vet- 
erans WIM Beverly 
Mendoza and WFM 
Sheerie Joy Lomibao. 
bener chances to pro- 
duce points. WNM 
Aces Salvador willbe 
thetop reserve. 

The RP delegation, 
led by NCFP secretary. 
general Sammy Estimo 
asteam captain, left 


flight CX902 at 8:10 
pam. and isexpected to 
arrive in Palma, Mal- 
lorca at 2pm. today 
(European ime). The 
competition starts on. 
Friday 

‘The delegation was 
able to secure visas 
yesterday with the 
help of Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Alberto Ro: 
mulo. 

GFP president Go 
“Teng Kok remains up- 
beat about the coun- 
nys chances. 

"Me have our best 
players in the fold. Tex- 
pect our team to bein 
the thick of the figh 
ssidGo, Marion Ber- 
nardino, contributor 
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Express for No.3 


24 ltein the game. 
Prega Condo .  * Meanwhile, the Coca-Cola Tigers and 
A TALK “N Text crew that's getting better every game claimed a {he Alaska Aces both seek to bounoe 
third victim last night in the same convincing mannerthathas so fk fom mses when Wey s 
far justified its tag as tournament favorite. 


Gym in Butuan. 
"The Phone Pals broke out ofthe gates "The Tigers are 1-1 after taking a tum- 


hard and sustained it throughout, tear- | GAMETODAY (Urios Gym, Butuan) ble against the Purefoods TJ Hotdogs on 

ing the FedEx Express to shred, 119.98, | — 5pm- Cora Coavs Alaska Sunday, while the Aces will be gunning 

in the highest scoring elimination round — for their fist win in the 6 p.m. contest 

game ofthe young Gran Matador Philip- "Td rather have us start strong than ‘Thescore: 

pine Basketball Association Philippine go 0-5 and makeup ground (aterinthe First Game 

Cup. tournament)” Banal said. TAKN TEXT T9 o 22, Miler 20, Telan 
As Taulava scored 22 poins and “Right now, I think we are at 85-90 20, Aaya 15, Pablo 9, Ravena 8, Camaso 8, De 

grabbed 17 rebounds and Mark Telan percent. Wewilpeaksoonenough, Ocampo 8, Sdangsang 6, Gel? Beso 1, Fan 0. 


and Willie Miler chipped in 20 each as In the second game, Dondon Hon- FEDEX fers 16, Ria 16, Pingris 13, 
the undefeated Phone Pals encountered tiveros cooled a late Ginebra charge  Rodpez 11, Gero 10 Codnera 10, Gonzales 6, 
litle trouble in redaiming the early witha tipleand San Miguel hammered Se6, Blones5, Arita 3, De Ocampo 2, Yap O. 


tournament lead ‘out an 83:72 victory for its second win Quarters: 31-24; 65-49, 89-78: 119-98. 
hy The Express crashed back to earth, since losing to the Phone Pals on open- Second Game 
Š never getting into the fight after tailing ing day. Sen Miguel 5 Voctheos 18, are 15, Ga- 
carly in the first period and by as many Joe Lipa again called the shots forthe ho 15, Vente 10, Pf 0, fons 7, Singson 4, 
5 as 16at the end ofthe first half. Express, who did not respond the way Béaso4 
$ “Our goal is to get better every hey did in their upset of Red Bull last Ginebra 72—Adducul 15, Caguioa 12, Heler- 
H " 5 game? said coach Joe! Banal, addinghe week. brand 12, Sais 12, Merk, Note 6, Saacion 5, 
TALK:NTEXT'S Mark Telan dishes offapass despite thetght guarding Goes ot mindifhisteam peaisthisear-  Outgunned, outhusded and cure. Drmuratan2 sv 
of FedEx's Ranidel de Ocampo (33) in their PBA game yesterday. Iyin the toumament. bounded, FedEx trailed by as many as Quarters: 12-19, 31:34, 51-41, 83-72 


Now get the 2.5L. Vi, A/T at PT-T50,000 000 


naana < 
m a a- 
ENEN $ 
The Senne T ott SU. CB ai s 


‘ail ot O% interest for 12 months on the 2.0L (50% downpayment). 0% interest tor 18 months on the 2.5L, V6, AT {45% downpayment). 
Subject to BPL-Family Bank approval. Promo duration: October 6 to 31, 2004. 
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RP junior cagebelles Another Ramirez cops 
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off today for ABC tilt Driver of Year crown 


SELECTION of standouts from six 
schools will represent the Philip- 
pines in the 17th Asian Basketball 
Confederation Championship for 
Junior Women (Under-18) slated 
(Oct. 15-21, in Shenzen, China. 

The team, formed by head coach 
Estrellita Enriquez with premium 
on shooting and fastbreak plays, 
leaves today with former Philippine. 
Olympic Committee chair Christy 
Ramosas delegation head. 

Defending champion China 
heads the participating teams in 


Group A that also include Chinese 
Taipei, South and North Korea, 
Japan and Thailand. The Philip- 
pines is in Group B with Malaysia, 
India, Macau and Singapore. 

Three players each from As- 
‘sumption College, La Salle and Tor- 
res High were picked by Enriquez. 

The players: Era Beatriz Legarda Sars, 
Ma Catia dei Lopa, Angelca Made C. Joe, 
Kristne Alon-alon, Hanruh Candono, Aun 
Maria a, Fa Barurco, Ma Anabel Sbug. 
Matto Metsu, Sl Milona am 
Beradene Mercado. 


‘Standings aer 12racee—i. L Ramier (Peron 
Ubon SAA) 2 pts 2. K Ranier Pn Uton- 
SRA) SR 3. 1 Coszteng (Son Miguel Beso 42, 
4 G Ramirez [Pavon ron SRA) 40.5.0. Uy (¥oo- 
By Mors Does Ras) 23:6 D. Bon (SRA Rac- 
ing) 14746 del Mered Sp Sot ike Qi] 


SUBIC—Louie Ramirez of Petron Ul- 
tron-SRA made sure the prestigious 
Driver of the Year trophy in the SVI- 
Petron Grand Prix is going back to the 
Ramirez family after four long years. 

Ramirez dominated one of two Blaze 


2005 SEA GAMES 


Reduced events 
hurt Viets, Thais 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


VIETNAM and Thailand won't be 
throwing their weight around in the 
2005 Southeast Asian Games. 

Philippine Olympic Committee and SEAG 
Federation president Celso Dayrit said the dras- 
tie cut in the number of events for the 23rd edi- 
tion scheduled Nov 27 to Dec. 5 in Metro Manila 
and three provincial venues is expected to affect 
the campaign of the two powerhouse nations in. 
the biennial meet. 

For one, Dayrit said shooting in 2005 will only 
have 21 events, compared with 45 a year ago in 
‘Vietnam. The event was dominated by the hosts 
and Thailand, the Philippines’ main rivals for 
‘overall supremacy he added. 

Ofthe 21 gold medals at stake, four wil be in 
practical shooting, which will be making a come- 
back next year. Practical shooting was last played 
in the Manila SEAG in 1991, when the country 
amassed 10 gold medals. 

Vienam also lost a slew of golds with fin 
swimming, petanque and hand ball failing to 
make it to the final roster of 41 sports staking a 
total of 388 golds. 

Expected to boost the countrys campaign is the 
inclusion of the indigenous sport of amis, whose 
six evens the Filipinos are expect to sweep, along 
with the two golds up for grabs in dancespors. 

‘Wushu, which eared for RP six golds in Viet 
mam, is also a possible major source of victories 
with 28 golds at stake. 

The other sports where the Filipinos expect to 
score are billiards and snookers (14 golds), 
bowling (10), chess (8) and boxing, which will 
have five women's events. 

‘rack and fied, the countrys top gold per- 
former the past two SEAGs, predicts to put away 
atleast 15 ofthe 45 golds at stake. 


Gosnel, Angeles score; 
kart track draws praise 


‘TIM Gosnel and Maico Angeles of 
Primus Racedevils poured it on 
late in their respective races to 
foil the favorites last Sunday in 
the penultimate leg of the 2004 
PCSO Shell Superkarting Series 
at the Boom Na Boom Kart Trak 
at the CCP Complex. 

‘The duos fascinating victories 
underscored the tough competition 
at the track that drew praises from 
drivers and racing officials alike. 

Gosnel slipped past leader Mike 
Tuason of Tuason Racing-Addice 
Mobile in the seventh lap en route to 
victory in 17:43:307 in the Formula 


honors. 


Rotax Max Expert cass. 
‘Veteran Lee Bumgamer of M&M 
Racing pipped Tuason for runner-up 


‘Angeles, on the other hand, 
seized the lead with three laps left to 
wrap up the Rotax Max Novice divi- 
sion race in 17:48.123. 

‘The organizing Carmona Circuit 
Philippines said the drivers are ask- 
ing for more races at the Kart Trak. 

"The high level of competition 
was evident on the challenging 
track which drew the best from the 
drivers; said Carmona Circuit pro- 
jea director Lot M. Tan. 


SO YOUNG, SO GOOD: Rafael "Raprap" Enriquez dears a hump on 
his way to victory in the Sücc category of the recent Namssa Camel 
‘Supercross in Bacolod City Enriquez, who is backed by Philippine 
Airlines and Dickies, is the heavy favorite to prevail again inthe third 
Jeg of the series in lloilo City on Nov. 28. Enriquez is back-to-back 
Peewee Rider of the Year in 2002 and 2003. 


New Balance run 
stakes P120,000 


A PRIZE pot of P120,000, including P25,000 for 
the winners of the centerpiece 25-K event, will 
be up for grabs in the New Balance Power Race. 
slated Now 21 at the Global Ciy in Taguig- 

‘The winners ofthe men's and women's races of 
the 25-K run will also receive gift packs and a 1o- 
phy each, with the runners-up and the third plac- 
‘ers getting P15,000 and P10,000, respectively. 

Prizes also await the winners of the four men's 
age-group classes and three brackets for women. 

A total purse of P22,000 is at sake for the top 
three finishers in the separate meris and women's 
10-K run while the winner in the 10K Corporate 
Cup pockets P30,000 worth of gift certificates. 

The top three winners in the SK event also 
pocket P3,000, 2,000 and P1,000 gift certificates, 
respectively, plus gift packs and medals. 


super saloon races held over the week- 
end to cinch his fistever tile at the 
Subic Intemational Raceway. 

"The win enabled Ramirez to wrap up 
the overall championship with sil wo. 
rounds remaining in the 14-part series 


‘on five wins and four runner-up finishes. 

His doses rivals, Kookie Ramirez, 
and defending champion Jody Coseteng 
of San Miguel Beer Caltex are out of it 


LOUIE 
Ramirez: 
Beyond 

reach © 


‘with only 53 and 49 points, respectively 
‘Coseteng did not bother toshow up at 
the races to indicate his surrender 
"fm very, very happy to finally win,” 
said Ramirez. 


Ramirez duplicated the feats of father 
Pocholo (2000) and brothers George 
(1997, 1998) and Miguel (1999) as cir- 
cuit racing champions. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Lopez agrees to coach Arevalo Cup champ 
FORMER Philippine Amateur champion Bong Lopez, 

row one of the most respected swing coaches in the 

Courtry has agreed to handle the raining ofthe win- 

‘er of the Arevalo Cup 2005 Lopez threw his ful 

backing behind the Caddies’ Championship for bag- 

totes under 25 years which is scheduled in the final 

wee of January next year as his share in the develop- 

mert of gol. "Atourrement ike ths, where the bene- 

Tts serve the champion inthe long term, does not 

come very ohen,” Lopez said. "We are going to blaze 

new tal here and Lam more than g'ad to be a part 

afit Lopez aiso the coach of US LPGA regular Jen- 

"iter Rosales, gave his assurance to Tony Arevalo, the former caddy tured busi- 
nessmen who Wil fund the tournament and the training and development of the 
champion ino a Philippine team materal. Last week, Tommy Manotoc became 
the first to heed he cal for support for te event slated Jan. 25-28, when he 
agresa to put the Arevalo Cup under the auspices of the Phiippine Amateur Goif 
Development Foundation. He also offered the use o the chafengng Castagan 
Gof Ciut for tree. Under the Arevalo Cup program, the winner ofthe toumament 
WA be asked to take a leave of absene from is mother goif ub and train for one 
Year under Lopez. Arevalo wil give modern equipment and a ntt allowance 
eal to a caódys income for that period. The winner wil also be joining local 
amateur tournaments here and abroad. Aside rom producing a prospectve AP 
team mainstay, the Arevalo Cup aiso hopes to give the winner a decent shot ata 
beter iie. The Arevalo Cu holds s fce at the Calatagan Golf Ciub Dave Her- 
nandez wil answer inquies at tels. (0917) 8425275, (0917) 8425257. 


Age-group taekwondo lures 1,000 jins 
AROUND 1.000 fighters are expected to compete in the 2004 Petron Nation- 
2l Age-Group Taekwondo Championships on Oc. 18-17 at the Ninoy Aquino 
Stadium. According to Philippine Taekwondo Association president Robert 
N. Aventajao, the event provides contestants the chance to demonstrate 
the sls they have leamed as they vie for honors in different categories. 
Competition wil be conducted in four divisions junior men and women 
(13-14 years old) and grade schoo! boys and giris (12 and below). Partici- 
Pants wili come from all PTA affliated schools and gymnasiums throughout 
Metro Manila and the provinces, said PTA organizing committee chair Sung 
Chon Hong. The tourney, a part of PTAS grassroots program, is being spon- 
sored by Petron, Philippine Sports Commission and Accel. 


Interscholastic table tennis this week 
MORE than 200 players are expected to compete in the third National inter- 
Scholastic Table Tennis Championship and Gerry Cruz Memorial Cup singles 
Event on Oct. 15-17 at the University of fe Philippines Kinetic gym. National 
team members Eduardo Ebuen, Richard Gonzales, Ayra Malabayabas, Arene 
Borja. Chrisma Capistrano, Bacolod ace Merrel Lagunday lead the partici- 
pants. The event, organized by formar Table Tenis Association of the Philip- 
pines secretary general Oscar Yohihiro Santelices and Joel Azer River, wil 
fave 10 categories for men, women's boys and gi. The team events have 
‘draw entries trom 40 schools, including University of Santo Tomas, Univer- 
Siy ofthe Philippines, Adamson and De La Salle University The tournament, 
Sponsored by Accel TopComs Marketing. Amblues, Smart and Comclark, wil 
have the individual events, which includes tne best ofthe best event for men 
and women's singles, scheduled on Oct. 16-17. 


Provincial champions’ duel resumes 

THE DUEL of provincial cockfighting champions resumes at the Araneta 
Coliseum as the "Luzon Gamecock Breeders Association 7-Stag Derby fi- 
nals get under way today. The 4-stag finals featuring 114 fights wil start at 
T1am. Derby sponsors are Asvet Inc., Thunderbird, Robichem Laborato- 
ties, Excellence Gamefows Specialists, Lakpue Drung Inc. and Vitarich 
Corp. From a field of 82, nine participants hurdled the eliminations Tuesday 
night with three wins each: Romy Dalmacio, Buddy Robrigago, Jun Sevilia, 
Roy Zaraspe, Edwin Ramos, Francis Lumunsad, Boy Marso. Nancele Bal- 
ibalos and Joseph Chua. Sevila, a veteran breeder from Malvar, Batangas. 
leads the LGBA Gamecock Breeder of te Year race with 8.5 points. LGBA 
president Rene Boy” Diaz, said a bonus of P100,000 wil be given to leg 
Champion For inquires, call 928-7808, 924-8072, 924-5051 (loc. 128) or 
920-5851940. 


Antonio, 2 others share championship 
THREE top-rated cockers topped te sb leg of “Gentlemen Cockers A 
sociation ofthe Philippines 5-Stag Derby" Monday night at the air-cond 
tioned Las Piñas Coliseum. Patrick Antonio (Sagupaan Complexor 3000). 
Ramon Mancenares and Tony Faustino (EDL Farms) and Eric dela Rosa (La- 
tanan sa Pasay Oct. 15) shared the championship by posting four wins and 
tne loss each. Antonio and Mancenares/Faustino remained tied for first 
‘ace nthe GCAP Stagfighter of the Year race with 21.5 points each. The 
derby was presented by Sagupaan Complexor 3000 and Pagcor. The GCAP 
Slagfühier ofthe Year wil be known on Monday, Oct. 18 during the " Grand 
Championship S-Stag Derby." The "Stagfghter" winner will receive 
P300.00 white nis handier and gaffer ets P70,000 and P30,000, respec- 
tively. For inquiries call 873-1040 and 874-3910. . 


FIRST, the wards of Ali Atienza, the son no less 
of Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. 

Second, the three members of our countrys 
team to the World Golf Amateurs in Puerto Rico. 

Lets go to Ali Atenza’ case is. 

For falling to secüre visas to America, Ali 
‘Atienza’ athletic delegation numbering close 
to 12 from Manila forfeited is patriotic right to 
represent the country in a world tournament in 
America some weeks back. 

"The sports black eye came on the heels of 
Angelo dela Cruz's release in Baghdad by his 
anti-American captors in Iraq. For days, the 
threat of Dela Cruz getting beheaded by Iraqi 
extremists gripped the nation. 

It is said that when GMA favored one life 
(Angelo dela Cruz) over the interests of the 
‘Coalition of the Willing in Iraq, the Chief Execu- 
tive incurred the ire of America. US President 
George W. Bush, as you know, heads the Coali- 
tion of the Willing that invaded Iraq last year 
without any provocation. The Philippines had 
been pan of the Coalition of the Willing. 

learned that Mayor Atienza never bothered 
to step in to seek a reconsideration when his 
son's wards failed to get their US visas. 


Americans poor sport 


SPECTATOR fr 
"S 


e A 


9 
ALS. Mendoza [ 


"What for? said a friend of mine. "The 
‘American Embassy people have this mind-set 
fon many things. Once they have decided on 
something, thats it. Like robots, rarely do they 
change courses." 

‘And so, Ali Atienzas young wards, some of 
them with the potential to become world-class 
athletes, were left in the cold. 

les the same thing with golfers Jun Bemis 
and Michael Bibat and coach Roger Retuerto, 
all bound for the Puerto Rico World Amateur 
Golf Championship set late this month in San 
Juan. 

"Twice they presented themselves to the US 
Embassy twice they had been denied of visas to. 
‘America. One can go to Puerto Rico with an 
‘American visa—Puerto Rico being a US territory. 


The reason for visa denial? 

‘The three could not present enough proof of 
their song economic ties to the Philippines. 
Meaning, they arent rich. 

How could they be rich, for Chrissakes? 

Bemis, nearly 30, plays out of Canlubang, 
subsisting mainly on monthly allowances from 
his mother club. The only one thing he does 
best isplay gol/—for country and Caniubang. 

Bibat, 20, like Tiger Woods, has quit school 
10 pursue a career in golf. He is one of the most 
promising players in the training pool of the 
National Golf Association of the Philippines. 
Just very recently he topped the Singapore Am- 
ateur Open. 

Retueno, not yet S0, has been the countrys 
golf coach for years. He had a valid US visa; 
Problem is, he lost his passport a while back. 

V/Admiral Luisito Femandez, the NGAP sec- 
retary general, has appealed for a reconsidera- 
tion, vouching that hell be responsible for the 
retumof the three to the country after the Puer- 
to Rico event. The non-playing team captain 
did it via a written appeal the second time the 
three appeared at the embassy. 

‘Still, no go, said the officer at Window 3 


‘Someone has volunteered ths dea: Why not 
request Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita to. 
intervene? 

Umm, good idea, since Ermita, a former 
NGAP president, is presently an incumbent 
NGAP director. 

But say no need, Spare the Lile President 
the triviaies, please? The Americans might 
ask something in rerum we could not afford, 
You know how they operate. They give you 
Vienam, they take it back some other way. War 
economy, they call it? Iraq a continuation of 
their penchant for war economy? 

= And so, twice we got struck out at the US 
Embassy 

"The first one was a case of nipping it in the 
bod: Youngsters from Ali Atienza’ turf had been 
deprived of much-needed exposure overseas. 

"The second was equally tragic: Bemis and 
Bibat, not to mention coach Rettiero, were part 
of a team set to defend, if not improve, the 
‘country’s No. 3 finish in the last World Ama- 
teurs in 2002 in Malaysia, considered the 
Olympics of Gol 

‘And to think that Americans are supposed to 
be also addicted to sports, besides war games. 


nu 
Batangas cagers bomb Taguig, square NBC series © 


hot in the last quarter to beat Forward. 
‘Taguig, 91-77, Tuesday at the Lipa Youth 
Cultural and Convention center here 
and tie their best-of three North division 
semifinal series in the National Basket- 
ball Conference at one game apiece. 

‘After struggling in the first three quarters, the 
29ers exploded in the last 10 minutes behind 
Harold Sta. Cruz and Ariel de Castro, who scored 
«16 of Batangas 26 points. 

"The two teams figure in a do-or-die game at 6 
p.m. today at Forward Taguig’s homecourt—the 
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intense in Game 3,” said 
coach Yong Garcia. “We hope to sustain the mo- 
mentum and, hopefully advance tothe North di- 
vision finals." 

“Today's winner will face the Spring Cooking 
Oil-backed Laguna Spring for the tournament's, 
division title. 

Andrew Cruz canned what tumed out to be 
"Taguigs last basket with 46 seconds left to make 
it 75-82. After that, the 29ers of Malvar Mayor 
Tita Reyes, Rep. Oscar Gozos and businessman. 
Bernie Maranan unloaded nine straight points 

‘he scores: 

BATANGAS 1S. Cz 18, Neo 16, Manat 15, De. 
Castro 14, Malari 10, Valera B, Rodriguez 6, Gonzales 5, Say- 
qoi Oumas 0. 

TAGUIG 77—Rotdan 17. atts 6, De Guia 14, uma 
10, Vor, Aro, ial 4, Reyes 3, Cuz 2. Masao 

Quarters: 12:21, 48-42, 660.917 


Celebrities swing 
it at Soutbwoods 


CELEBRITIES will be back swinging when 
KB Entertainment Unlimited Ine. stages the 
‘se Samsung Celebrity Intemational Classic 
on Oct. 29a the Legends course of Manila 
Southwoods Golf and Countzy Club in Car- 
mona, Cavite. 

“The strictly by-invitation-only event con- 
ceptualized by Kitchie Benedicto Paulino 
"as lured the Sorto brothers (former senator 
Tito, Vic, Val and Maru), Joey Marquez, 
Richard Gomez, Princess Punzalan, Wilie 
Revillame, Dingdong Avanzado, Pops Fer- 
nandez and Boboy Garovillo. 

Among the field of 120-144 players are 

„|--TV personalities, top businessmen, sponsors 
nd even ranking pros and amateurs. 
x. Apart from electronics giant Samsung, 
Smart Communications and Toyota have al- 
so agreed to extend corporate support. 
Toyota Camry will beat stake ashole-in- 
oneprizeon No. 16. 


Sta. Lucia Tour 
2nd batch gets 
going tomorrow 


ire : 

Lucia Realty and fielding a total of 144 golfers n 
eee overnment Warnin 

weeks ago, Cebu's Alta Vista 1 topped Group I. p 


aeea. | Cigarette Smoking is Dangerous to Your Health. 


their teams in the lead—Eagle Ridge, Royale 
‘Tagaytay, Lake Caliraya Springs and Summit 
Point—are expected to bounce back in the Tour 
which has Globe Platinum as major sponsor. 
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NEW YORK—Mariano Rivera showed up just in time to save 
the New York Yankees against a surging Boston Red Sox. 


Shortly afer jetting back ftom a said. 
funeral for relatives in Panama, 

Rivera got Kevin Milar to pop outta 
strand the tying run at third base in 
the eighth inning, then finished a 
thrilling 10-7 win fr the Yankees in 
"Tuesdays opener of the American 
League championship serie. 


off Cur Schilling, Mike Mussina 
was perfect through six innings be- 


Berie Williams drove in three runs, 
including a two-run'double in the 


breathing room. 


like a laugher, with the Yankees 
ahead 60 by the third and 8-0 in 
the sixth. 

“T was like it was too good to be 
true,” New York manager Joe Torre ready" 
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The wild chase is on for Inquirt 


ButafterBellhorris hit on Mussi- 
mais 86th pitch, the stubbly faced 
pitchers huge curveball quickly be- 
came hittable. 

‘Millar hit a two-run double with 
two outs and scored on a single by 
"Trot Nixon. Tanyon Stunze relieved, 

Hideki Matsui ted an ALCS and Jason Varitek hit a tworun 
record with five runs batted in, four homer on his third pitch, pulling the 
Red Sox to85. 

David Ortiz made it 8-7 with a 
fore Mark Bello doubled on a two-run triple in the eighth off Tom 
drive that hit the leftfield wall on a Gordon, who would have been the 
hop with one out in the seventh and Yankees closer had Rivera not been 
back and ready. 

Rivera, no doubt the biggest factor 
eighth that gave Rivera some in New Yorks succes since 1996, re- 
tumed to his native country Sunday 
For much of the night it seemed afer two relatives were electrocuted 
inthe swimming pool f his home. 

"My teammates needed me 
there; Rivera said. “When I went to 
the bullpen in the fifth inning, 1 was 


HIDEKI Matsui hits a three-run double while Mariano Rivera (inset) returns from a period of 
"AP grieving to help the New York Yankees close out the Boston Red Sox. 


" ex 
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Beckham 
admission 
blasted 


LONDON—FIFA president Sepp Blatter blast- 
ed David Beckham for shaming the game for 
his decision to seek a yellow card during Eng- 
land's clash with Wales on Saturday. 

"The Real Madrid midfielder claims he set out 
to pick up his second booking of the curent 
"World Cup qualifying campaign after suffering a 
rib injury earlier in the Old Trafford match, 

“Where are we going when football's ambas- 
sadors do not show fair play?” Blatter asked The 
Sun newspaper. 

Realizing he would miss Wednesdays game 
against Azerbaijan anyway, Beckham was happy 
to incur a one-match ban by producing a reckless 
challenge on Ben Thatcher. 

“All players should show fair play and should 
mot make sure they are booked, then publicly say, 
“did it deliberately" 

“This is the captain of the English team and he. 
should have acted in a better way, especially be- 
cause all the attention is focused on him.” 

By serving the suspension, Beckham has his 
slate wiped clean for the rest of the campaign 
rather than having to play later matches knowing 
hhewas ust one booking away roma ban. AFP 


Phil calls Kobe pampered, cherishes O'Nea 


LOS ANGELES—Phil Jackson painted 
Kobe Bryant as a pampered star who 
took liberties to an extreme degree, 
‘caused dissent in the dressing room and 
received more concessions than any 
other player he has ever coached. 

"Nobody this year, or in any year Ive. 
coached, has received more allowances 
than Kobe Bryant,” the former Los Angeles 
Lakers coach said in an excerpt of his new 
book, “The Last Season,” which was print- 
edin the Los Angeles Times. 

Jackson said he tried unsuccessfully a 
number of times to trade Bryant and that 
the deteriorating relationship between su- 
perstars Bryant and Shaquille O'Neal was 
much more than simply a war of words 
‘with O'Neal at one point barking: “à like 
to pound the chump.” 

The Lakers suffered a disappointing 
playoff defeat to the Detroit Pistons last 
season and then purged popular coach 
Jackson and traded former league MVP 
O'Neal to Miami. 

Jackson said he realized before the be- 
ginning of the 2003-04 National Basket- 
ball Association season that he could no 
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Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 20041 


longer coach a defiant Bryant and asked 
general manager Mitch Kupchak to trade 
Bryant. 


‘Trade Bryant 

But he said that request fell on deaf 
ears. Jackson also wanted to deal Bryant 
to Phoenix in 1999 for Jason Kidd and 
Shawn Marion but was told both times 
that owner Jerry Buss would never allow 
k. 

“A major confrontation between us 
seems unavoidable,” the Times reported 
Jackson as saying. “I wont coach this 
team next year if he is sill here. He wont. 
listen to anyone. Ive had it with this kid." 

“The Lakers turbulent season was only 
aggravated by Bryant’ sexual assou trial 
in Colorado which caused him to miss a 
number of games, practices and some of 
‘ining camp, 

Jackson said the Lakers footed part of 
the bill for Bryants travel back and forth 
between Los Angeles and Colorado and 
that an ungrateful Bryant complained his 
private jet wasn’ up to standard. 


Lakers 87-80 preseason debut loss to 
Seanle on Tuesday sill has a civil suit 
pending against him from his female ac- 
user who decided to drop the criminal 
charges. 

In their last face-to-face meeting fol- 
lowing Los Angeles’ lossin the NBA Finals, 
Jackson told Bryant he was going to re- 
tire. 

“Really?” said Bryant sounding sur 
prised, his eyebrows rising. 

Different opinion 

Jackson had a completely different 
opinion of three-time playoff MVP O'Neal. 

While they also had their share of differ- 
ences, Jackson described coaching O'Neal 
as"an experience I will cherish forever" 

He said the two superstars were at each 
other’ throats constantly and the relation- 
ship between the two was worse than any- 
‘one ouside ofthe Lakers organization re- 
alized. 

During their first meeting of the 2003- 
(4 season, Bryant warned Jackson that 
O'Neal wasn't going to ger away with eriti- 


BRYANT: Tired of being Shaq's sidekick ar 
“if he stans saying things in the press T 
will fire back" Bryant said, "I am mot 
afraid to go up against him. I've had it. I 
am tired of being a sidekick." 
In other preseason matches, Boston de- 
feated Chicago, 104-74; Memphis nipped 


‘Bryant, who scored 35 points in the  cizing him in public. 


| TWO more national finalists will emerge as 
the South area eliminations of the Battle of 
the Courts: National Inter-Club Platinum 
Badminton Cup kicks off on Oct. 16-17 at 


's Guyito! 


Í the Olivarez Sports Complex, Sucat 

Parafiaque. 

‘Wing for the slot are The Palms Country 
Club, Alabang Racquet Club, Alabang Coun- 
uy Club, South Central, Powerzone, Leap N 
‘Smash, Camp Badminton, Flick, Anvil, Bad- 
ders, Speed, Intramuros and Olivarez. 

Valle Verde and Player's Best gained the 
right to represent the East Area when they 
topped the East eliminations recently at the 
West Drive Badminton Club. 

The countrys biggest competition exclu- 
sive for badminton cours is co-presented by 
Globe Platinum and Igum Badminton 
Monthly. 


of Inquirer. 
ignated drop L 


With its 25-court facility, Olivarez is now 
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Blue Sharks 


THE BLUE Sharks beat the Knights, 81-71 to 
complete a sweep of the first round of the elimi- 
mation of the 2004 FIBL Ambassadors Cup last 
Sunday at the Makati Coliscum, clinching at 
Teast a tie for a semifinals seat in the process. 

Coach Gabby Velascos' charges relied on a 
team effort 10 negate the two-man show of 
Knights Mukesh Mohnani and rookie Mike Sal- 
danba who combined for 44 points. 

"The Knights trailed most of the game and 
‘managed to tie the game, 53-all, only by the end 
of the third quarter 


Orlando, 99-95; and Philadelphia tipped 
Washington, 114-107. AFP 


TEAM Valle Verde celebrates topping the Ist National Interclub Platinum Cup East area 
eliminations at West Drive Badminton Center. 


| Platinum Cup south elims set 


the county's biggest. The games will be 
played at its separate 10-cour facility with hi- 
tech 9mm Taraflex mats. 

‘Metro Spons Club in Cebu, Bangayan Holi- 
day Spa in Davao and Pobang in Bacolod will 
be joining the Metro Manila qualifiers in the 
national finals on No 20-21 at Market! Mar- 
ket! at Bonifacio Global City. 

Participants will compete in the mers dou- 
bles, ladies doubles and mixed doubles, The 
top two teams in cach group will advance to 
the crossover semifinals with the winner as- 
sured ofa finals slot. 

Major sponsors include Philippine Airlines, 
Mizuno Badminton and LTime Studio. Nestlé 
is the official drink provider, Gerflor Taraflex 
the official mat sponsor and Gosen the official 
shunlecock. 

‘All the members of the national champion 
wil wina tip to Bangkok. 


score sweep 


However, the Blue Sharks, reserving heir best 
for the tast, opened the final quaner with a 13-4 
run behind the combined efforts of Rakesh Chan- 
dumal, Parmdeep Brar, Ramesh Mirchandani, 
Bebo Menghrajani, and Mike Balani to pull away, 
66557, eariy in that quarter 

Defending champion Bombay Bombers 
scored a close 62-57 win over the Kings, who 
again missed ex Gincbra cager Mike Advani, 

In the junior division, the Litle Knights posted 
their second win au the expense of he Royals, 63- 
44,toeam a guaranteed finals slot, 
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security 
*stricter than PSG' 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


TANZA, Cavite—Exaggerated se- 
curity measures made sure the 
Idol was unreachable. 

Thousands of Caviteños who 
wanted to get a glimpse of their 
provincemate, FikAm Jasmine 
Trias of American Idol,” were frus- 
trated by the tight security during a 
two-hour motorcade that took the 
17-year-old to her father’s home- 
town here on Monday. 

“The fans included a couple who 
said they would name their forth- 
coming baby Jasmine. 

"They were even stricter 
the (Presidential Security Grou 
a Cavite newspaper photographer 
said of the security men. 

Eva Reyes, 32, a bank employee, 
said she and her two daughters 
had to wake up at 5 am, and trav- 
led from Tagaytay City to this 
town, hoping to get Jasmine's au- 
tograph. 

‘But Reyes and her daughters 
were disappointed when brawny 
security men prevented people 
from getting near the singer from 

nion Oahu island in Hawaii. 
r efors were wasted,” 
Reyes said in Filipino. “They were 
overly strict. They should have at 
Teast let some of the fans get close 
to Jasmine because she was the 
reason we came here.” 


NEW widower Charlie Cojuangco is consoled by his father, Danding 


Cojuangco. 


men 


But Reyes added that their frus- 
tration faded away after she and 
her daughters heard the FitAm girl Š 
sing live at the. Arayata Sports 
Complex. 

“At least we didn’t have to pay 
for expensive tickets to see and lis- 
tento her in person,” she said. 

Chris Rubio, of Dasmariñas, 
Cavite, and his seven-month preg- 
mant wife braved the raucous 
crowd but buriy men in black shirts 
also prevented them from getting 
mearthe stage. 

Rubio said a local politician, 
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who was among those who spon: «CAVITENA" from Hawaii is welcomed by fans in Tanza town. 


sored Jasmine's visto Cavite, had 
invited them. His wife wanted to 
fovea picture aken with Jasmine, Shem when they ied coget near 
headded. — 

Rubio said he had been a "solid scary leit oe 
supporter" of the Fil-Am pop star newspaper said the securi - 
eren duringthe startof he Amer; sonnel were“overacting 
EAT ini “They were reacting too much 

"My wife even asked her rela: 
tivesin the US to vote for Jasmine,” 
he told the Ingumen. 

Rubio confessed that he and his 


said Ingumer photojournalist Ed- 
win Bacasmas of the security men. 


Journalists were kept from 
reaching the backstage of the 
sports complex. A certain Edwin 
ordered the gate closed as the Ix- 
‘quan and a television crew from 
ABS-CBN tied to go backstage and 
interview Jasmine' father Rodolfo 
E 


"No media people are allowed 
here,” the staff member shouted at 
the journalists. 

‘ATV reporter said Jasmine's rel- 
atives and handlers should under- 
stand that she became popular in 
the country with a lot of help from 
the media. “It is the elaborate me- 


E 


dia coverage which made Jasmine. 
famous in the country” the re- 
porter pointed out. 

A staffer of the organizing com- 
mittee said they were being extra 
careful not to break the specific 
provisions of Jasmine's contract 
with her American manager. 


B ern DIAL THE RIGHT NUMBER ON OCTOBER 20 


baby Jasmine. 

Even members of the media 
were not spared from the extra- 
tighe security. 

Security personnel kept jour- 
nalists at bay even as they tried 
to interview Jasmine. Photogra- 
phers also complained security 
men who shoved away some of 
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prayed that God 
would help them un- 
derstand. And so 
when I broke the news 
to them, did not have 
ahard time” 

Claudia — proved 
her fathers every 
word right. Asked 
where her mother 
could be, the girl did 
mot miss a beat 
“She's now in heaven 
with the Lord,’ 

Jaime was usta lit- 
tle less composed. “I 
miss her,” he said. "I 
will miss going to Dis- 
neyland with her" 

Through ol of 
Tuesdays memorial 
rites, Charlie's par- 
ents, business tycoon 
Eduardo “Danding” 
Cojuangco and his 
wife Gretchen, stayed 
quietly in the back- 
ground, hardly hiding 
the fac that they were 
keeping close watch 
on their son, 

Anyone could see 
that Charlie was 
courageously hold- 
ing back his rears. 

Today, afier a fu- 
neral Mass, the burial 
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T HAVE always been an old soul. 

Thats why when EMI Philippines in- 
vited me last Monday to attend the al- 
bum launch of Martin Nievera's "Unfo: 
gettable," I made sure not to miss it. 
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Martin: Someday, other singers 
will record an album of Martin Nievera hits 


The concert kings new record con- 
tains 14 classic songs such as “Can't Take 
My Eyes Off You,” “Witchcraft,” "Misty " 
“All the Way" "Someone to Waich Over 
Me" and “Times of Your Life.” Listening 
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to Martin sing those timeless tunes 
chased my Monday blues away. The new 
album hits record stores on Oct. 18. 
“Unforgettable” is produced and ar- 
ranged by Gerard Salonga. And unfor- 


gettable is what the concert 
kingis. 

In between songs Martin re- 
vealed, "I have always wanted 
to record these songs but 
Michael Bublé beat me to it. 
When I got to meet Michael he 
said he wanted to have original 
hits like me and 1 told him 1 
want to make an album similar 
to his collection of classic 
songs. We have a mutual admi- 
ration club! 

"This album is my call. 1 
think that singers should be al- 
lowed tb sing what they want 
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tosing every so often. i's my way of pay- 
ing tribute to the great singers who have 
paved the way for me and, hopefully 
someday, other singers 1 have paved the 
way for will come up with an album of 
Martin Nievera hits." 

He also admitted that some of the 
songs are not that familiar to him but he 
fell in love with them instantly. “Its 
amazing that Gerard wasn’t even born 
yet when these songs became popular," 
he noted, "but he's such a music wiz and 


$ 
AYALA CENTER 
par} 
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he was able to arrange and jazz up these. 
classics. He even encoded a chip for anti 
piracy. it will be difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to pirate my new album!” 

‘Among all the songs included in "Un- 
forgettable," Martin said Sinatra's "Let 
Me Try Again” is the one that best de- 
scribes the state of his heart now. Every- 
body in the jampacked suite wondered in 
unison if it was for Pops. 

He smiled, “To whom it may concern, 
Td rather not discuss my love life until 
Tm very sure that she's really The Oneal- 
ready” 

He went on to enthrall tHe audience 
with his soulful rendition of "Let Me Try 
Again.” 

At this point, Martin need not tiy too 
hard. All is well in the concert kings 
world, colored by unforgettable mo- 
ments on and off stage. 


Ogie lets others 
shine 

1 NEVER get tired of 
watching Ogie Al- 
casid perform live. 
He's one entertainer 
whose sincerity goes 
right through your 
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4 GODSEND 5 SHARK TALE 


heart, 

So, even when 
there was an earth- 
quake the night be: 
fore, 1 still went tà 
Music Museum to 
catch Ogie's "I Am a 
Singer" concert. And 
I wasn't a bit sur- 
prised to ‘see that 
there were so many 
brave Ogie fanatics 
who defied the ele- 
ments just to watch 
him do what he does 
best 

He sang songs 
from his new album, 
“I Am A Singer” as 
well as MTV hits, 
classic tunes from the 
"70s and '805, and he 
even did a rap num- 
ber. He truly dis 
played his vocal wiz- 
ardry _ interspersed 
with his patented 
style of humor 
There's no song that 
he can't sing! And he 
has a knack for deliv- 
ering naughty one- 
liners without being 
offensive. Call it the 
Ogie Alcasid charm. 

Ogie is proud of all 

in his new 
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song. I'm moved by 
Viktoria’s — heart 
wrenching “Tanging 
Pageibig” and Archie 
Castillo's Mahal Kita 
has such a wonderful 
melody" 

The nice thing 
about Ogie is that he 
also ets other people 
shine. Like that 
night, he plucked 
two gentlemen from 
the crowd and made 
them sing with him 
on stage. Their trio 
got thunderous ap 
plause. 

Ogie is not just à 
singer by profession: 
He has made it his 
lifetime calling to 
bring out the singers 
in others by spread: 
ing around his love 
for music with every 
beat of his heart. 
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Belo course 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
from my fave beauty 
haven, the Belo Med: 
ical Clinic. Thanks to 
their Obagi skin care 
Jine, nobody believes 
Tm40, 

The dinie an: 
ounces the second 
post-graduate course 
and live surgical 
demonstration on 
safe surgical ap 
proach on tumescent 
liposuction and fat 
transplan on Oct: 
24, at the De los San- 
tos Medical Center 
on E. Rodriguez Av. 
enue in Quezon City. 

Registration starts 
at 7 am. Call 819; 
2966 07 411-6231 

For feedback, - 
email woteringhole- 
shangrila@ya- 
hoo.com or 
dollyanne@trucfaith- 
band.com 
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FOR DECADES now, Filipinos in 
the South have been yearning 
for the revival of Visayan films, 
which were popular in the ’60s, 
The ery has remained unheard, 
despite surveys that aver that 
more Filipinos speak Cebuano 
as their native tongue than 
those whose first language is 
Tagalog. 

Thanks to Cesar Montano, 
however, Visayan movies are in 
for a dynamic rebirth in this De- 
cembers Metro film fest, where 


Visayan" movie, “Minsan Pa,” will 
start its run before the festival 

Filmed by the well-regarded 
Jeffrey Jeturian in Cebu, the 
movie starring Jomari Yilana 
and Ara Mina could also become 
a rallying point for Visayan view- 
fers who want to remind produc- 
ers that they have the numbers to 
rationalize the production of new 
Visayan movies. 

Thus, “Minsan Pa” and 
“Panaghoy sa Suba” are shaping 
up asa one-two punch that could 


Cesars Visayan production, jolt some producers into the be- 
“Panaghoy sa Suba," is one of the lated realization that i's high 
official entries. time for Visayan viewers to once 


Can one Visayan production 
lead to a resurgence of the entire. 
filmmaking industry down 
south? Well, it depends on how 


again be given movies that speak 
of and for them, in their own lan- 
guage, and with their concerns 
and aspirations in mind and at 


“Panaghoy” does at the festival, heart. 
andate. ^" : 
If Meto Manila-based Ryan's ‘golden’ concert 


JUST a final reminder that ace 
composer Ryan Cayabyab's 50th 
year retrospective concert will be 
presented tomorrow and on Sat- 
urday night at the CCPs Main 
Theater 

Say thanks to the prolific and 
generous Mr. C, and treat your- 
selves toa great evening of music, 
the Cayabyab way, why dont 
you? 


Passage at EK 

SATURDAY evenings at Enchant- 
ed Kingdom turn romantic at 7 
p.m. on Oct. 16 and 30, as the 
Passage band performs favorite 
selections from Sergio Mendes’ 
latest album, “The Ultimate Hits: 


Visayans make it a point to pa- 
tronize the movie, and it turns 
out to be a hit, that will send a 
strong signal for other producers 
to bankroll more Visayan movies, 
If that happens, Cesar can right- 
fully be hailed as the savior—or, 
more properly the regenera- 
tor—of an entire movie industry. 

Due to his contra mundum de- 
termination amd tenacity, we 
liken Cesar and his movie to Mel. 
Gibson and his “Passion of the 
Christ" 

Like Cesar, Gibson's decision to 
make his movie flew against all 
"logic" in film circles, and he even 
had to finance the production 
with his own money. 

Well, Gibson is now $600 mil- 
lion richer—and we hope that Ce- 
sar also profits greatly from his 
own courageous movel 

A native of Bohol, Cesar Mon- 
tano has lived in Manila for 
decades, but he's never forgotten. 
his roots down south. Happily for 
his fellow Visayans, Cesar has be- 
come a big star in Filipino 

he's used this clout to 
make his "ite" Visayan produc- 
tion a big—and possibly even a 
landmark-—füm event, With en- 
thusiastic and unified support 
from Visayan viewers all over the. 
country that could very well hap- 


Three Decades of Music" and the. 
CD "Fallin 


* both featuring great 


include “Take This 

"Never Gonna Let You Go,” 
"Put a Little Love Away,” “Sweet 
Baby" and "Take a Look Inside My 


Heart.” 


Cuban Dance Spectacular 
Lady Salsa, the Cuban Dance 
Spectacular will perform at the 
Manila Diamond Hotel this 
month. The performance has 
been described by London's The 
Voice as" truly exotic high-ener- 
ay show that will leave you thirst- 
ing for more. 

‘lie Minogue says, "You will 
love Lady Salsa—it’s got every- 
thing you need for a wild night 


Incidentally, a related develop- 
ment is taking place even earlier, 
this November: the "partially 


Acoustic Nite 
for Kythe’ tonight 
at Dish 


“ACOUSTIC Nite for Kythe,”a concert that will raise funds for the 
pediatric cancer wards of the Kythe Foundation, was erroneously 
reported in yesterday’s Entertainment Metro as happening on 
Oct. 18. 

‘The correct concert date is tonight, starting at 8 p.m, at Dish in 
the ABS-CBN compound, Quezon City. 

“Acoustic Nite for Kythe" features acoustic singers Jimmy Bon- 
doc, Nyoy Volante, Nina and Paolo Santos. 
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out, high-energy dancing that 
takes your breath away" Call 
892-3520. 


VIEWFINDER f ` 


Screenwriting workshop 


Nestor 4h Za, PROM Oct. 22 to 29, the UP Film 
U. Torre EGR A Institute will be conducting a 


screenwriting workshop 
teachers, in cooperation with 


[THIRD WEEK! 


TCH-Y3TSTmRGTUV FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 
eek FLASH * FLASH * FLASH xe 


BREAKING BOXOFFICE 
RECORDS IN MANILA 


JOVOVICH 


y 
^ the beginning 


m 8-13 NOW SHOWING 
ASIA'S TOP DIRECTORS TERRIFY AUDIENCES IN THE 
MOST HORRIFYING GHOST STORIES EVER FILMED! 


WINNER! Stew, digrenustockarny 
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Dynamic rebirth of Visayan films in sight 


CILECT, the Intemational Film 
Schools Association. The work- 
shop will be conducted by Aus- 
tralian filmmaker and teacher 
Chris McGill. 

The workshop seeks to im- 


prove the way that screenwriting 
is taught. Workshoppers are lim- 
ited to only 15 teachers and pro- 
fessionals; student observers are 
welcome for a minimal fee. Call 
925-0286. 


Tor 
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By Carla P. Gomez 


PDI Visayas Bureau 

ONTEVEDRA, Negros Occi- 
dental—“Palangga ka na- 
mon, Ma'am Rio!” 

We love youi. 

Rio Diaz-Cojuangco will be sent to her final 
rest today in much the same way as she was 
welcomed home: grieving constituents (she 
was once vice mayor of this town) are set to 
line the streets to wave goodbye and express 
their affection for the last time. 

On Tuesday, thousands studded the 27- 
kilometer highway from Bacolod to Ponteve- 
dra, which had blossomed with streamers 
that bore the same message rendered in dif- 
ferent ways. 

"Weleome home, Rio.” "Thank you for 
touching our lives.” "We will miss you.” 

A 130-car caravan escorted by 23 motorcy. 


p 
Sera Geronimo » Janno Gib 
ol 


lvi an Al 


sax 
cles delivered Ro'sashes o che St. Michael de 
‘Archangel Church, where a Christian service 
was held, and then a concelebrated Catholic 
Mass. 

Rep. Carlos “Charlie” Cojuangco, had 
brought the ashes home from Manila on 
board the family plane, which landed in Ba- 
colod at 1 p.m. With him were his two chil- 
dren Claudia and Jaime, Rio's sisters, and her 
21-year-old son Ali Alejandro. 

Rio was 45 at the time of her death in Daly. 
City, California, after a six-year battle with 
cancer. Negros Occidental had meant more to 
her than any other place, said her sister 
Georgie Diaz-Baillet; This is definitely com- 
inghome.” 


Straight to heaven 

Indeed, among Rio's final instructions was 
tobe brought back to Pontevedra 

"The Diaz family is from the locos region, 
but Rio had lived atthe Cojuangeos' vast Ha- 


MISSING MOM 
already are Ali 
Alejandro and little 
Jaime and Claudia. 
Cojuangco, before 
‘the urn of Rio's 
ashes. Children. 
(below) earlier 
waited along the. 
streets of 
Pontevedra to 
welcome “Ma'am 


Rio" home. 
inor asane 


cienda Balbina since she married Charlie in 
‘August 1994, She was elected vice mayor four 
years later, shortly before she got sick. 

“She would not like to be remembered as a 
person that became famous for doing good,” 
Charlie said in an interview at the church 
grounds. And then he added, speaking slow- 
ly: "I hope, although she is no longer with us, 
that because of her example, we will never. 
lose sight ofthe fact that we should always be 
thankful to God and offer our work and asp 
rations to Him. Let’s remember her as being 
happy because she was a child of God, used to 
glorify Him.” 

Charlie thanked the people of the whole 
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province for the outpouring of love for his 
‘wife and the warm welcome accorded her re- 
mains. 

Ali was overwhelmed to see that “so many" 
had loved his mother. "It means a lot to me 
and my family—thank you,” he said. "I miss 
her already. But 1 am happy for her. She al- 
ways told us that, when it was time for her to 
go, she was going straight to heaven.” — 7 


Missing mom 
Claudia, 9, and Jaime, 7, were “doing fine,” 
according to Charlie, He recounted: “Their 
mother prepared them wel for her passing. She 
weucomer aas 
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Peso touches all-time low of 56.45: $1 
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Bargain-hunting lifts stocks 
STOCKS rose yes - 
Corp. and third- - 
as investors snapped up select 
Stocks atter the market fll more 
"Ayala Gorp., which has intere (See sa market reporton Page B6) 
esie n proper teecommunications and banking, rose 1.81 percent or 
Digital Telecommunications Inc. (Digitel), a unit of conglomerate JG 
Summit Holdings Inc., rose 13.85 percent or 18 centavos to P1.48 afier 
JG Summit, which has interests in property development, banking, 
telécommunications, and airlines, jumped 5.83 percent or 12 centavos 
“This is just a technical bounce. I guess most investors fe still wary 
ofthe higher oll prices and rising interest rates,” said First Grade Hold- 
Most investors focused on companies that are expected to have per- 
formed weli in the third quarte. The main index finished 5.82 points or 
so far tnis year, 
‘Value turnover climbed to P1.18 billon from Tuesday's P927.26 mil- 
High oi prices tend to undermine investor confidence as they eat into 
corporate profits. Rising ination on the back of high crude prices has 
^t Mondays government auction, the benchmark 91-day il 
ate which commercial anks track to set their lending rates—rose to 


STOCK MARKET 

terday, led by top sa 
ranked telecoms group Digitel, 
fhan 3 percent in three sessions. PANNAAN ANETE 
TO centavos. It had dropped 6 percent in the past four days. 
falling nearly 18 percent in the last three sessions. 
toP2.18. 
ings managing director Astro del Castilo. 
10.33 percent higher at 1,790.73 points. The markets up 24.15 percent 
lon, as gainers equalled losers at 3. 
put upward pressure on key Til rates. 
7.772 percent, the highest since Jan. 20, 2002. Reuters 


To celebrate 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO yesterday tumbled to its record low of 56.45 
against the US dollar on continuing jitters over runaway 
global oil prices and weaker regional currency markets. 
The local currency opened at — Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
5640, hit an intraday high of Governor Rafael Buenaventura 
56.38 before closing at the all- said the spike in oil prices and 
time low of 56.45 to $1, which weak regional markets pulled 


the market has been retesting at down the peso, but the BSP saw 

the Philippine Dealing System a no need to intervene. 

few times this year. “The trading is just range- 
The peso lost 8.5 céntavos bound, Buenaventura said 

from Tuesdays closing of 56.365 But the BSP chief said remit- 

against the greenback. Total vol- tances fom overseas Fil 

ume stood at $166.75 million. ipinos—which seasonally pour in 


‘The all-time low of 56.45 was 
last tested on Sept. 27, likewise 
due to lingering concerns on sky- 
rocketing oil prices. 

At more than $50 per barrel, 
rude oil price is now at its high- 
est since the Gulf War. 


during Christmas—would likely 
strengthen the peso by next month. 
He also admitted that there were. 
remaining maturities in its currency 
risk protection program (CRPP) 
which the market was servicing, 
thus adding pressures on the peso. 


Gov't eyes other 
measures 
to raise revenue 


By Michelle V. Remo 


AMID the slow progress of the Arroyo ad 
stration’s proposed revenue-enhancement 
measures in Congress, the Department of Fi- 
nance is preparing a package of alternative 
solutions to the country's fiscal problem, well 
aware of the adverse consequences of a fail- 
ure io quickly implement reforms. 

Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong said 
the alternative measures would help the gov. 
ernment attain its target of generating PEO 
billion in additional revenue a year should the 
main tax measures fail to be legislated by 
Congress on time. 

‘The finance chief declined to identify the 
alternative measures. She said, however, that 
the DOF could embark on programs to sell re 

ovre: 


its first year, the Optra gives you its 


BEST DEAL ON FOUR WHEELS 


As low as P100,500 down 


or P7, 


Great frandng plans and great features make the Chevrolet 
Optra ty the Best Dea on Four Wheels See your revolet = 


Chevrolet Optra 1.6 LS M/T 


974 monthly. 


The CRPP facility is a non-de- 
liverable forward contract (NDF) 
between the BSP and a commer- 
cial bank with the foreign ex- 
change obligations 
lients as the underlying transac- 
tion. The facility was intended to 
relieve the pressure on the spot 
market created by market players 
wanting to frontload their future 
foreign currency requirements 
and by borrowers wanting to cov- 
er foreign currency obligations. 
‘The opening of the CRPP in De- 
cember 1997 did much to calm 
the foreign exchange market in 
the following years. Its coverage 


‘Traders said a lot of those in- 


Chevrolet Optra 1.6 LS A/T 


dis 

PETER Iredale, site manager of Intel Technology Philippi 
President Arroyo during the Export Development Council's Top Export Performer Awards at 
the Malacaftang Palace on Tuesday. The citation aims to recognize the country's top dollar 
earners and is given to Filipino or Phi 


of bank 


struments—mostly used to hedge 
against rising oil prices—ma- 
tured in recent weeks, adding to 
thedemand for the greenback. 

Meanwhile, traders said the 
dollar rose against major curren- 
cies as the market awaited the re- 
lease of US retail sales data later 
inthe week. 

Union Bank of the Philippines 
chief currency dealer Rovic de 
Guzman said lack of fresh leads, 
kept the local currency trading flat. 

“The peso is expected to remain 
im its consolidation phase with a 
mild bias for gradual appreciation 
in the near term,” De Guzman said. 


was expanded in October 2000 to De Guzman said the local unit 

include oil imports. would likely trade within P56.30 
During the sttlementof matur- and P56.40 today. 

ing CRPPs, banks would still have The global research unit of the 

tobuy from the spot market. ‘American Express Bank sad the im- 
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CHEVROLET. 


OPTRA 


The Chevrolet Optra is proof that you 
don't have to be loaded to drive home 
a fully-loaded car. You get distinctive 
sar. styling, British-tuned suspension, 
American build quality and an impressive 
standard equipment package that includes 


+ 4 wheel disc brakes with ABS 

* 15-inch wheels 

7 Blaupunkt 6-speaker audio system. 
with 5-disc in-dash CD changer 

+ Front airbag 

{Free parts and labor on periodic 
maintenance for two years or up 
to 30,000 kilometers. 

+ 3 year or 100,000 km warranty 

1 Free roadside assistance 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

^ Customer Assistance Center. 
1800-1888-4646 


Call your Chevrolet or GM AutoWorld dealer 
and see why no other car gives you more for 
your money than the Optra. 


tomes Pasang Tarmo) Mia Cay Prone 867-6183 à 
Sry 04-1978. fu 590-3495. GM Autoword QUEZON 
AVENUE 1231 Quezon Ave Quezon Cey. Phone 374- 


‘Shaw S00 Sram bodera Mandaluyong Cty Prone 
Shoctgeq 7 S3) 3575 23-263 / S32 4049. Pax S33: 


PAMPANGR San fernando = Olongapo hw, Gly 
E Autor CEBU Gox Coco ee Cen O Prone 
(032) 24-0426, Fax (032) 231-7760. Chevrolet DAVAO 
Y. 7 nel Ave, Lanang, Dave Cy. Prone 
19921 30077 (092) 298-3011 7 23. 


Prone (085) 963-3333. 
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'UH-OH, this cute administration goes back far enough—ever bal- 

of Gloriaetta wants to do some- anced the budget, fair and 

thing which has never been done square. 

before in this country with a — Theadministration of Kuya Ed- 

graft-idden military. die claimed that it did such an im- 
Under the new improved de- possible feat. 

tergent, este, no, economic plan, But of course they did, and 

this cute administration wants they did it simply by cheating. 

to—chanchararan—balance its They just sold everything in sight 

budget. to raise the money to cover for 
‘And it wants to do it in only the budget, 

five years, at that Right away, Band-aid solutions like that, 

bossi unfortunately, can only happen 
But no administration, as faras once. 

1 can recall—which, believe me, A sale of anything is a one time 
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hing, be it an entire military camp. 
ora recycled set of false teeth. 
ANYWAY, with our brand new 
economic plan bragging about a 
balanced budget, we can expect. 
only two things. 

"These are taxes, which only we 
down here must shoulder, and 
cuts in government spending, 
which can also mainly affect only 
us down here. 

‘Meantime, nobody can be cer- 
tain aboot what this cute adminis- 
tration had intended regarding the 
rampant graft and corruption. 

In the business community ev- 
erybody knows that ridding this 
country of graft and corruption is 
really a matter of strong, resolute 
leadership. 

Now, do we have it today? 
Well, whatever, basta, we still 
have a brand new economic plan, 
which this cute administration 
crafted in record time. Uh-oh. 

IN business, people anxiously 
await what the plan has to say 
about the tariff set-up. 

As you know, the rising tide of 
imports is the biggest worry in 
business. 

Another term for "imports" al- 
beit vulgar, is “smuggled goods.” 
Particularly in the manufacturing 
sector they are dying to know the 
plan of this cute administration to 
revive our closed factories. 

"The flood of imports, plus of 
course smuggling, came about be- 
cause our beloved government, 
under the Kuya Eddie administra- 
tion, opened our tariff gates. 


Lo . BUSINESS ©. 
Steel way 


to heaven 


Our government severely cut 
tariff rates. 

With such a stupid move, the 
neighbors, of course, cheered. Al- 
though we were doing worse than 
them, we outdid them in the tariff 


cus. 

‘We did it ahead of all the oth- 
ersin Asean, and we even overdid 
it. We went down to zero on steel, 
He 

‘As a result, even small sweat- 
shops cannot survive the on- 
slaughtof imports. 

Today, only a few years later, 

‘manufacturing is dying, ifit is not 
already dead. 
AND so, what does the plan say 
about tariff? Well, if it talks about 
balancing the budget by raising 
revenues, it must talk about tar- 
ifts. 

The tariff cut was one of the 
biggest factors behind the budget 
deficit problem. 

Tt created a double whammy 
on government finances. 

For one, it directly denied the 
government the revenues from 
import duties. 

In the steel industry alone, the 
foregone revenue was estimated 
at P3 billion. 

Thars roughly equivalent to 
several tax measures, over which 
they are fighting tooth and nail in 


‘And that's just one sector. AS a 
result, the biggest steel business 
in the country, the state-owned 
National Steel Corp. (NSC), 
closed down inno time. 

‘And that, ladies and gentle- 
men, is the more telling blow to 
the government tax take—the 
closure of businesses due to the 
entry of imports. 

The government lost income 
taxes, and all sorts of taxes, from 
those very same businesses. 

Our neighbors jumped for joy. 
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Now, our domestic market is also 
theirs, Everything is imported, in 
cluding the fake goods in Green- 
hills. 

REPORTS said that, as usual, tin 
can makers are against the pro- 
posal to increase the tariff on 
steel. 

“Those makers, ofcourse, simply 
import most of their materials. 

Not even just to levels which 
are still lower than the tariff rates 
in our neighbors? Not even just a 
fraction! Basta, those guys are en- 
Joying the "zero" tariff, period! 

‘Actually, the proposal came 
from the recently revived NSC, 
which is under rehabilitation by 
the foreign group Global Infras- 
tructure Holdings Led., or GIHL. 

Our government actually 
promised GIHL that it would con- 
sider giving the local steel sector. 
abit of tariff, if IHL would invest 
billions of pesos in NSC. 

Therestis history. 

GIHL got into NSC, which just 
exported some $4 million worth 
of products to China. 

OF course, we dont have to 
honor the commitment of tariff 
protection anymore. 

The tin can makers are mad, 

right? An increase in tariff is not 
popular. 
TO defend their position, the tin 
can makers are saying that a tariff 
increase is bad for consumers. Re- 
ally? Well, they say it can push up 
prices of canned goods. 

Talking of canned goods, 1 tell 
you thar the favorite among us guys 
‘down here is, well sardines. Did the 
price of sardines go down as result 
‘ofthe cut in tariff on steel? 

Let me see—since tariff rates 
on steel went down to zero, the 
prices of sardines steadily went 
up from about P7.50 per can to 
about P8.50 today. 

So that's how beneficial the 
tarif cuts were to us. Today, we 
pay more for canned goods. 
Nice? 

But what about the jobs which 
we lost due to the tariff cuts? 
Well, that’s another story. Lets 
just say layoffs do not support the 
argument against the tariff. 


LIKE it or not, the tin can makers 
‘want the "zero" tariff to stay to 
make life easier for them. Never 
mind the rest of the economy. 

But looking at the bigger pic- 
ture, this country needs to devel- 
opa steel industry. 

No economy ever industrialized 
without a fully integrated steel in- 
dustry. Not even a single one! 

The steel industry still provides 
one ofthe surest ways to econom- 
ic heaven. 

And the only way to develop 
any industry is, well, to make the 
companies in it viable, 

Tariff is one major tool in all 
other countries, except ours, to 
help industries become viable. 

Don't be fooled. Our competi- 
tors in Asean enjoy the tariff pro- 
tection from their governments. 

In steel, for instance, our rates 

went down from 20 percent to ze- 
To. 
For hot rolled coil, Thailand 
imposes a 10 percent tariff; In- 
donesia with 20 percent; and 
Malaysia, a bit shy, with only 50 
percent. 

Know what? Thanks to such an 

imbalance, we became the dump- 
ing ground in the mid-90s. No 
wonder NSC went bankrupt. 
IT is the same argument as the 
‘one used by our policy makers to 
justify bringing back tariff protec- 
tion to other industries, such as 
petrochemicals and cement. 

We simply have to make those 
industries viable for our own sake, 

Without a steady local supply, 
all our other factories are at the 
mercy of foreign suppliers. 

When bad times come, such as 
supply shortage, guess what cus- 
tomers they would consider the 
least priority. Well, those wlio 
have no other choices. 

So how do we preserve our 
hard earned foreign exchange? If 
we import everything, we may 
have to send all our teachers to 
‘work as maids in Hong Kong. 

"We just don't have enough dol- 
lars to import everything, from 
fancy cars down to lace panties. 

1 don't think that’s in the new 
improved economic plan. 


Airlines ask CAB 
for fuel surcharge 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


WORRIED over further increases 
in the price of aviation fuel, the 
country’s three major airlines 
have asked the Civil Aeronautics 
Board to grant separate petitions 
to impose a fuel surcharge. 

The proposed surcharge on 
passenger fares will range from 
200 to P400 for a one-way trip, 
depending on the distance. 

"his would mean an increase in 
ticket prices by about 8 percent for 
Luzon routes; 10 percent for Luzon 
to Visayas routes and 10.5 percent 
for Luzon to Mindanao routes. 

PAL submitted its fuel sur- 
charge petition last Oct. 5. 

Cebu Pacific and Air Philip 
pines followed last Tuesday. 

PAL, the country’s biggest air- 
line, currently charges P2,500 for 
a one-way trip to Laoag; P3,048 
to Cebu and P3,818 to Davao. 

Tr asked the CAB to reflect a fu 
el surcharge on the tickets to the 
tune of P200 for one-way flights 
within Luzon, P300 en Luzon to 
Visayas routes and P400 on Lu- 
zon to Mindanao routes. 

Cebu Air, on the other hand, 
asked for an additional P300 for 
flights from Luzon to Visayas and 


Gov't eyes . . 


From page B! 


maining government assets, such 
as television stations, and its eq- 
uity in privately owned compa- 
nies like San Miguel Corp. and 
Manila Electric Co. 

Earlier, Amatong said the DOF 
‘would study the proposal of reim- 
posing taxes on overseas Filipino 
workers as an alternative measure. 
to generate more revenue for the 
financially troubled government. 

"The finance chief said the gov- 
emments economic team, of 
which the DOF is a member, was 
crossing its fingers that the main 
measures would be passed by 
Congress before the year ends. 

The DOF is hoping thar 
‘Congress will passat least four of 
the eight revenue-enhancement 
measures being pushed for by the 
Arroyo adminstration, 

These are the indexation to in- 
flation of the excise taxes on to- 
bacco and alcohol, the rational- 


x, 


P400 on Luzon to Mindanao, but 
it asked for a higher Luzon-wide 
fuel surcharge of P300. 

The Gokongwei airline also 
sought a P250 fuel surcharge on Ce- 
buto Mindanao routes and P200 on. 
fights to and from the Visayas. 

Air Philippines filed for similar 
rates as PAL for lights from Manila, 
and the same rates as Cebu Pacific 
for flights mounted from Cebu. 

Unlike a price hike, airlines 
have to remove the fuel sur- 
charge from the cost of each tick- 
et once fuel prices ease. 

PAL, Cebu Pacific and Air Philip- 
pines fled the petitions due to wor- 
Ties that profs posted in previous 
months would be wiped out by sub- 
stantial increases in their fuel cost. 

PAL and Air Philippines are 
controlled by Lucio Tan, while 
Cebu Pacific is owned by the 
Gokongwei family. 

PAL and Cebu Pacific officials ear- 
lier said that the $6 fuel surcharge 
for a one-way overseas ticket im- 
posed last June was not enough to 
cover the rising cost ofjet fuel. 

PAL president Jaime Bautista 
said that local airines were hold- 
ing off price hikes as long as they 
could, on concerns that higher tick- 
'et costs would discourage travel. 


ization of fiscal incentives, a tax 
amnesty, and the implementation 
of a performance based lateral 
attrition program among govern- 
ment agencies. The other pro- 
posed measures are the increase 
in the value added tax rate, the 
P2-perditer increase in 
petroleum taxes, the imposition 
of a franchise tax on telecommu- 
nications firms and the shift from 
net to gross income tax. 

"The President (Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo) is aware of the urgency 
to implement the reforms, and she 
will be pushing for the bills herself," 
Amatong said in a press briefing. 

Other members of the econom- 
ic team, including the National 
Economic and Development Au- 
thority and the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas, said Congress should 
pass at least three of the main 
measures before the end of the 
year, Jest the country could suffer, 
from a redit-rating downgrade. 
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Business ` 
DOF firm on 3% amnesty tax rate 


ByMichelleV.Remo not enough to en- 
courage tax delin- 
quents to surface and 
become legitimate 
taxpayers. The busi- 
ness group said that 
if the amnesty tax 
rate would be low- 
ered to 1 percent, the 
Finance Secretary government could 
Juanita Amatong said easily collect PLS 
it would be difficult to trillion in additional 
accept the business taxes from under- 
sector's proposal to ground businesses. 
make the tax amnesty FFFCCCIrepresen- 
more lenient for tax tative Guillermo de 
delinquents because it Joya said during the 
could put the govem- hearing that there 
memtatthelosigend. were at least 50 bil- 
‘The Federation of lionaires owning P1 
Filipino Chinese, billion in assets each; 
Chambers of Com- 7,500 businessmen 
merce and Industry, with a networth of 
one of the biggest P100 million each; 
business groups in 15000 with net- 
the country is push- worth of P50 million. 
ing for a reduction of each, and 20,000 
the amnesty tax rate with a networth of at 
from the govern- least PI million. The 
mentproposed 3 lastcategory refers to 
percent to only one those engaged in un- 
percent, Under the derground business- 
government. propos- es and are therefore 
al, a tax delinquent, tax delinquents, 
instead of being re. — The business 
quired to pay all his group stressed that 
backtaxes,willbere- the government 
quired to pay 3 per- could benefit more 
centofhisnetworth, from the one-percent 
During a Senate amnesty-tax rate be- 
hearing on the tax cause it could en- 
amnesty bill last courage more tax 
Tuesday, the FFCCCI cheats to come our. 
said a 3-percent De Joya said that the 
amnesty tax rate was PLS trillion in esti- 


Garments, auto 
parts exports up 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


mated additional 
revenue from a one- 
percent amnesty-tax 
Tate would be far bet- 
ter than the P8 billion 
to P20 billion expect- 
ed by the DOF from a 
3-percent rate, which 
the group said would 
mot be enticing 
enough for tax delin- 
quens. 

“We do not know 
where they got the 
figures. The data stil 
have to be verified,” 
Amatong said. 

‘Another Finance 
official said a one- 
percent amnesty tax 
Tate would be too 
low, considering the 
privileges that a tax 
delinquent can get 
from the proposal. 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of 
Finance said it would 
not give in to lobbying 
by some businessmen 
for the lowering ofthe 
amnesty tax rate to a 
measly one percent. 
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EXPORTS of garments and textiles rose 9.45 
percent in August compared with year-ago 
level, as shipments consisting of higher value 
‘winter items increased, according to the De 
partment of Trade and Industry. 

Fibers posted receipts amounting to 
$229.5 million in August, higher than the 
year-ago level of $205.7 million. 

‘Trade Secretary Cesar V. Purisima said this 
showed thatthe local garments and textile in- 
dustry was realigning in the right direction in 
view of the dismantling of the world quota 
system by yearend. 

The removal of the quotas are giving jitters to 
exporters since this could mean either greater ac- 
cess to markers or losing out to Chinese exports. 

At the same time, auto parts exports 
jumped 85.77 percent to $87.2 million from 
$46.94 million in August 2003. 

‘The growth was attributed to the expan- 
sion of the local automotive industry's manu- 
facturing capacity, which Purisima said would 
continue. 

“For instance, Toyota Autoparts Philippines 
foresees its exports to rise by $379 million in 
2004 from $373 million in 2003," he said. "By 
2008, export of this category is estimated to 
reach $400 million.” 

‘TAP currently exports locally made trans 
mission assemblies to Japan aside from Tai 
wan, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Indone- 
sia, India and South Africa. 

Electronics comprised the bulk or 74 per- 
cent of total exports in August, a jump from 
the 65 percent recorded in the same month 
lastyear and from 64 percent in July 2004. 

Exports of semiconductor devices im- 
proved by 14,8 percent to $1.6 billion from 
$1.39 billion in August 2003. 


Non-semiconductor electronic produc, MUI TCR S CUM E 


which have higher local value-added than 
semiconductors, posted an 18-percent in- 
crease to $655.1 million from $555 million. 

These products include devices for telecom- 
munications, communications and radar, auto- 
motive electronics, office equipment, electron- 
ic data processing, consumer electronics, and 
medical and industrial instruments 


Bancommerce 
nets P583.5M 


BANK of Commerce (Bancommerce) posted 
significant gains in the first three quarters of 
this year as its net income before provisions 
increased to P583.5 million. Net interest in- 
‘come rose to P1.2 billion from P882 million in 
the same period last year. The growth was 
driven by the rise in fund-based revenue espe- 
cially from loan operations. 

Year-on-year, the Cojuangco-led bank's to- 
tal resources were higher by 12 percent. De- 
posits continued to expand breaking the 
P40.4-billion mark in September, up from 
P34.6 billion a year ago as "the bank gained 
momentum brought about by the full imple- 
mentation of its new automated environment 
and enhanced product offerings" bank Presi 
dent Raul De Mesa said 

‘Amid a weak loan demand, Bancommerce 
net loan portfolio increased to P19.9 billion in 
the first nine months as credit extended to 
medium sized companies expanded during 
the year. Sustained lending operations to en: 
trepreneurs and exporters contributed signifi 
cantly to the growth of its portfolio. 
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innovation that will launch 

ped 
AES, 3 
Oh Rail Direct Injection diesel engine. It delivers 
twice the power of. conventional diesel engihee: With power this greal; it could 
even surpass the output @f gasoling engines while providing you,enhanced 
acceleralion and superior fspóns even at low rpm. 


Introducing the CRDI or 


/ 
It also gives you enpancad fuel efficiency, cleaner emissions and quieter 
‘operations, And because IheERDI uses liming chains instead of belts, it requires 
less maintenance. * 


The CRDI - the future of diesel engines. Take-off with Tis power togay in the 
Hyundai Starex GRX - the grand: revolution of elegance in motion. 


CRDi 


Diese! 


Engineulty | 
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Choice for Quality & Reliability 


Notebook bargains 
and gifts galore at the 
Toshiba Mega Sale! 


Don't miss Toshiba's biggest notebook sale of the year! Enjoy exclusive offers and gift packages when you purchase any 
Of Toshiba's wide range of notebooks during this 3-day event. You'll even receive free SM Gift Cheques or discounted. 
memory upgrades" when you purchase selected models! What's more, you're invited to bring your Toshiba notebook for 
a free checkup on 16 October 2004. So hurry down to the Toshiba Mega Sale today! 


SM Megamall Cyberzone, 15 -17 Oct 2004. 


Satellite A50-S530G* 
Model No: PSASOL-034002 introductory 
Clear SuperView display technology. Offer 


Toshiba recommends Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional. 
5** Intel® Centrino™ Mobile Technology + 
Intel® Pentium® M Processor 715 (1.50GHz. 2MB Cache, 
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Microsoft Windows® XP Home Edition 5 
Microsoft® Office OneNote™ 2003 

Toshiba ConfigFree™ Connectivity Doctor 

15.0" (@8.1om) XGA TFT display 

Metalic siver chassis at 2.8kg O p», 

256MB DDR SDRAM / 30GB HDD with 9,99, 
shock absorber Ua pa 90 
GD-RWIDVD-ROM combo drive 

2x USB 20, LLINK (EEE 1394) 

Up to 7.6 hours with optional 12-cel hi-cap battery 

{upto 4.0 hours battery Me with standard batten) 

SRS TruSurround XT™ sound technology wih internal stereo speake’s 
1-Year carry-in international Limited Warranty (parts and labor) 
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Satellite AS50-S431G 

Mones No: PSASOL-OaTOOS 

Extended battery tte for a complete mobi computing experience. 
+ ma Cerino? monia Te 
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Satellite A60-S135* 
Modei No PSAGOL QOMDS 
Hassio-tree navigation with Toshiba Touch and 
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Satellite A60-S330* Satellite A60-S535 
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Widescreen aplay with mind-blowing mutimeda horsepower. 
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Integrated sucio and vdeo inputs allow direct 
connectivity to gaming conscios, camcorders 
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‘Support 
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For warranty and technical support, 
please call 24x7 toll-fret 


Toshiba Mobile Computing Partner: 
Tricom Dynamics, Inc. 


MAKATI Metro House Bidg., 345 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave. Tel: 890-6525 to 32 Fax: 890-0698 
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RP faces another credit ratings downgrade 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


US-BASED Moody's Investor Service is likely 
to downgrade the Philippines sovereign cred- 
it rating anew unless fresh revenue-boosting 
measures are passed by Congress by the time 
its review team arrives next month. 

"The country’s investor relations officer Co- 
a Guidote, in her first briefing after a recent 
global roadshow, yesterday said Congress 
would have to pass one or two new tax mea- 
sures, at the very least, to avoid another 
downgrade. 

Moody's last downgraded the Philippines’ 
sovereign credit rating to Ba2 in January this 
year, during which it likewise changed its out- 
look from "stable" to “negative.” 

This non-investment grade rating means 
the issuer has a “substantial” credit risk, par- 
ticularly as a result of adverse economic 
change over time, but business or financial al- 
ternatives may be available to allow financial 
commitments to be met. 

 Guidote noted that the Philippines was one 
of only four countries downgraded by 
Moody's this year and one of the eight which 
was given a negative outlook. 

The US credit rating firm monitors a total 
of 246 sovereign issuers. 

She said another downgrade would be con- 
trary to the trend in the Asia-Pacific region, 
which was showing “extraordinary strength.” 
Other issuers in the region are expecting cred- 
itrating upgrades, 

"Unfortunately the Philippines is far from 
being reviewed for upgrade. The likely sce- 
nario is a downgrade, when they come in 
November; Guidote said. 

"The crux of the matter is that we have to 
pass one or two tax measures. The timing of 
the passage is crucial because the credit rat- 
ing agencies will not wait for us,” she said. 

Guidote said this should be a wake-up call 
for Congress. 

"We don't have to wait for the expenses to 
‘come in, Our problem is we don't have a sense 


GUIDOTE 


of urgency. We really need the reforms,” she 
said. 

By next year, she said the government 
would have to shell out about P34 billion for 
the servicing of National Power Corp.s debts 
‘once the liabilities of the bleeding company 
‘were assumed by the state. 

She said tax amnesty, which was the mea- 
sure perceived to be most appealing to 
Congress, would not be among those that 
credit rating agencies would count as rev- 
enue-enhancement measures, since the bene- 
fits arising from such a move was unpre- 
dictable and non-recurring. 

She said the lawmakers should rush the 
passage of the indexation of excise taxes on 
alcohol and tobacco and the rationalization of 
fiscal incentives. 

‘Another credit downgrade will make the cost 
of the government's foreign borrowings higher. 

"Indonesia has a lower credit rating but our 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


“THE CONSORTIUM that gave the highest 
price offer of $3.4 billion for National 
‘Transmission Corp.'s (Transco) concession 
agreement is opposing the government's 
decision to hold a public bidding for the 
contract, instead of a "negotiated bidding." 

The group, led by the Electricity Gener. 
ating Authority of Thailand (Egat) with 
"Thai and Filipino investors as members, 
cried foul over the lack of transparency in 
coming out with that decision. 

Consortium spokesperson Asisclo Gon- 
zaga said all four bidders were supposed to 
send via e-mail by Wednesday (Oct. 13) 
some clarifications on the bids they submit- 
ted to the Power Sector Assets and Liabili- 
ties Management Corp. (PSALM) for the 
‘Transco concession. 

However, instead of waiting for these 
clarifications, Energy Secretary and PSALM 
vice chair Vincent Perez announced Tuesday 
that the state firm had already decided to 
scrap the negotiated bidding scheme for the 
‘Transco concession and revert to the tradi- 
tional public auetion procedure. 

‘This announcement effectively terminat- 
ed all ongoing discussions between PSALM 
and the four bidding consortia. 

Perez said the bids submitted by the poten- 
tial investors to PSALM were “highly unique 
and complex,” making it difficult for PSALM 


Change in bidding scheme 
for Transco deal questioned 


to determine which among these bids would 
give the goverment the best deal. 

But Gonzaga said this reason was “unac- 
ceptable” as the offers contained in the four 
term sheets, while very complex, were not 
beyond analysis 

"And we do not believe those conducting 
the technical evaluations are incompe- 
tent,"headded. 

He further said that PSALM last Friday 
informed the bidders that they had to make 
some clarifications on their bids, for which 
they were given up to the afternoon of Oct. 
11 to respond. 

‘The Monday deadline was then extend- 
ed to Oct. 13. However, Perez announced 
Oct. 12 that the government would no 
longer pursue a negotiated bidding process 
for the 25-year concession contract. 

"There was no transparency inthe whole 
exercise," he said. 

He warned the government of the possi- 
ble repercussions of this rules reversal, say- 
ing this might just turn the country into a 
“laughingstock in the international com- 
munity” 

The Egat-led group as well as the three 
other bidders for the Transco concession all 
exerted a substantial amount of time and 
resources to come up with the offers that 
were good enough not only for their re- 
spective businesses but also for the govern- 
‘ment, Gonzaga said. 


VAT exemption lifting seen 
to raise P10B in revenue 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT is expected to collect P9- 
P10 billion in additional revenue yearly from 
the lifting of the value-added tax exemption 
of certain products and services, according to 
the Department of Finance. 

Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong said 
the removal of the VAT exemptions formed 
part of the government's efforts to ration: 
the country S fiscal incentives. 

‘The DOF earlier submitted to Congress a 
draft bill seeking the reduction of the number 
of products and services covered by the VAT 
exemption, such as services rendered by doc- 
torsand lawyers. 

"The bill also seeks to lift the VAT exemption 
of the following: sale or importation of coal, 
natural gas, and petroleum products; sale or 
impórtation of raw materials for petroleum 
products; importation of passenger and/or 
cargo vessels of more than 5,000 tons; sale and 
importation by cooperatives; and sale and im- 
portation of printing and publication books. 

"The DOF said the "too many" VAT exemp- 
tions was the reason the VAT system was not 
effective. 

inance Undersecretary Grace Tan earlier 
said the exemptions distort the VAT system, 
"Which was supposed to have a broad base of 
taxpayers to properly implement the tax trail 
mechanism where taxpayers were required to 
declare their input and output VAT credis. 

DOF estimates showed that the govern- 
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ment lost about P144 billion from VAT leak- 
ages in 2003, alone. The government collect- 
ed only P135 billion in VAT payments last 
year, much lower than the expected collection 
(of P279 billion. 

Aside from reducing the number of VAT ex- 
cemptions, the government is also pushing for 
two other bills that seek to rationalize the fis- 
cal incentives enjoyed by businesses in the 
country. One bill is focused on removing the 
tax and duty exemptions granted by several 
special laws. The other bill is aimed at ratio- 
nalizing the incentives granted to businesses 
registered with the Board of Investments and 
the Philippine Economic Zone Authority. 

‘Amatong said the government stood to re- 
alize additional collection of P8-P12 billion 
every year from the reduction oftax and duty- 
free privileges. 

The move to rationalize the incentives 
granted by the BOL and Peza, however, will be 
revenue neutral. She explained that the bill 
on the BOI and Peza incentives was aimed at 
rationalizing the perks not by limiting the 
coverage of the exemption but by reducing 
the number of years that businesses can enjoy 
the perk. 

She said that under the proposed bill, a 
Peza-registered company could only enjoy the 
tax exemption for a maximum of 20 years. 
While the 20-year incentive could still be too. 
long, she explained, it was deemed better 
than the current system that granted firms 
virtually a lifetime of tax exemptions. 


October 26 to 28 
Hotel Intercontinental Manila 
Grand Ballroom 


The Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade (ICEX) is organizing “España 
Exporta’, a fair exclusively for Spanish enterprises from sectors such 
as food and beverage, engineering and consulting, machinery and 
equipment, and consumer goods in Manila on October 28 to 28, 2004 
at the Hotel Intercontinental Manila. 


The Spanish Commercial Office has been tasked to arrange 
business matching sessions together with interested distributors, agents 
and importers of the different showcased products and services. 


C. MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT 


Wl Gym Internacional, SA. : Bottling systems 


Ei Grupo Garvey: Brandis wines & confectionery — apii " 


Bl Jose Esteve, SA : Brandes 
SEL Paladeo: Gourmet Products T. ENGINEERING AND CONSULTING 
TB Management and Engineering Spanish Consortium 


CONSUMER PRODI 
£ = Wi Tecniberia 


EB Periumeria Gal, SA : Tailetries 
E Avior Internacional: Contact Lens Care Products E INSTITUTIONAL. 
Laboratorios Indera, S1 : Cosmetics Ll 
& Wl Cámara de Comercio e Industria de Madrid 


España Exporta 2004 
Grand Ballroom, Hotel intercontinental Manda 
25 Ober 2004: 2 PM- 8 PM 

27 October 2004: 11 AM - 8 PM. = 


SPANISH COMMERCIAL OFFICE 


SPANISH INSTITUTE 
POR FOREIGN TRADE 


Take the Next Step. 
in caring for environment 


Newspaper Paraphernalia Incorporated (NPI) is he leading provider of quality pining supplies, 
olde mks, nd echnical services. 


NPI is the poner in the ase of soy ink for printing, reducing cost per page while providing brilliant 
color production. Thus, NPI is the supplier of chic: tu the cours foremost publications ike the 

Philippine Daily quic. The Astan Wl Set Journal, Cebu Daily Nes, Inqurer Libre, Tumbok, 
Baniera. and Sir Cebu. We also provide printing materials othe ladíng book primiers such as 

Vibel Publishing House, Inc. and Rex Printing Corp. 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


METRO Pacific Corp. (MPC) has 
secured board approval to buy 
out minority shareholders of its 
inter-island shipping subsidiary 
Negros Navigation Co. (Nenaco) 
starting Ovt. 20, MPC vice presi- 
dent David Nugent said. 

Nenaco separately said ina dis- 
closure yesterday that its board 
gave the go-ahead during its 
meeting last Oct. 11. Minority 
shareholders collectively own 2.8 
percent of Nenaco with MPC 
holding 97.2 percent. 

Nenaco also secured board ap- 
proval for withdrawal of its list- 
ing from the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change (PSE) to allow it to focus 
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By Clarissa S. Batino 


SUBSCRIBERS of Globe Telecom Inc. and Sun 
Cellular can now send photos and other mul- 
ti-media messages to one another after both 
carriers agreed to interconnect their MMS 
services, according to the National Telecom- 
‘munications Commission. 

‘The NTC said full MMS interconnection be- 
tween the two parties would happen next month 
after the caries agree on the access charges. 

For now, Globe and Sun Cellular are testing 
their networks from time to time to check 
whether their subscribers can already send 
and receive MMS. 

The NTC said the two carries were dis- 
cussing an access charge of 10 centavos per 
kilobyte for every successful MMS that will 
pass through the network of another carrier, 

"They still have to come up with an agree- 
ment on the charges before MMS intercon- 
nection between the two is commercially aci- 
vated," an NTC official said. 


From page BI 
pact of the ol price rise above $50/barrel was a 
"Significant" limiting factor on growth, but 
shouldn't prove disastrous for the global economy. 

“The dampening effect of the higher oil 
price on growth probably means interest rates 
will stay lower for longer, provided wages 
don't rise rapidly in response. A wages spike 


‘The Harry Pound Comi 
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on its rehabilitation plan. Nenaco 
was listed on the PSE last June 


‘MPC said it could assist in ac- 
celerating the implementation of 
Nenaco's rehabilitation. 

"Metro Pacific believes that Ne- 
naco will benefit from the greater 
flexibility and options presented 
toitasa private firm. We also un- 
derstand that given the 10-year 
timeframe for the rehabilitation, 
many of Nenaco's remaining mi- 
nority shareholders may prefer to 


‘mechanism for their investments 
in Nenaco shares, which have de- 
im value over the 
years," MPC said in a disclosure. 
‘The tender offer period will 


program. 


clear and fair exit 


Globe, Sun Cellular agree 
on MMS interconnection 


Globe earlier declined to discuss MMS in- 
terconnection with Sun Cellular until it had 
concluded similar talks with Smart Commu- 
nications Inc. But the NIC requested Globe 
motto stall interconnection negotiations. 

Talks between Smart and Sun Cellular 
were ongoing. The two parties still have out- 
standing issues on regular interconnection. 

Interconnection is a crucial yet sensitive 
sue among carriers. I took two years berween. 
Globe and Smart to resolve ther interconnec- 
ton dispute in 1999. 

An NIC official said he would not be sur- 
prised if the cellular firms discuss next an in- 
terconnection of their over-the-air reloading 
services. 

“Anything is possible. Though they may 
have different platforms for e-loading, it i 
still possible,” the official added. 

An interconnection between Smart's Pasa- 
Load and Globe's Share-a-Load services would 
benefit subseribers, who may want to send 
load to another network’ subscriber via SMS. 


Peso touches all-time low of 56.45:$1 


Jooks unlikely and central banks will probably 
be quick to respond," it said. r 
“Finally, unlike the 1970s oil shock, price rises. 
are not only being driven by Opec supply restric- 
tions, but by strong demand growth as well 
(from China). We expect oil prices to ease next 
year as China, and the world economy, slows and 
higher prices drive increasing supply" it said. 
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start on Oct. 20 and end Nov. 17. 

‘MPC said its parent firm, First 
Pacific Co. Lid. of Hong Kong, 
yesterday completed the sale of S 
percent in MPC to help raise 
funds for Nenaco's rehabilitation 


‘The shares represented 930.2 
million shares out of the company's 
18,6 billion outstanding shares. 
irst Pacific also reiterated its 
commitment to MPC and its de- 
sire to give its subsidiary financial 
muscle to pursue its business 
plans and recovery programs. 
First Pacific plans to use the 
proceeds raised from the sale of 
the MPCsharesto fund the gener- 
al corporate requirements of the 
local subsidiary This will include 


"certain funding support needed 
10 implement the rehabilitation 
plan of Nenaco.” 

Nenaco needs to raise P130 mil- 
lion to kickstart the rehabilitation of 
its fleet. Last month, MPC provided 
P120 million in loans to Nenaco. 

‘As of March, Nenaco had labili- 
ties of P2.5 bilion, of which P948. 


serie its debts over a 10-year peri- 
od. The court approval also hinged 
on the election of creditor repre- 
sentatives in Nenaco's board which 
the company said it had complied 
with as of last Monday. 


Gov't urged to sell 
Philcomsat stake 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


PHILIPPINE Communications Satellite Corp. 
(Philcomsat) shareholder Victor Africa is urg- 
ing government nominees in the company 
and its affiliate firms to join his group and al- 
low the sale of the company’s assets. 

‘Africa told reporters that the government 
should move to recover its investments in 
Philcomsat since it owned 35 percent of the 
company. 

He said it should not allow its investments 
to sit on money market placements alone as 
what is happening in Philcomsat subsidiary 
and listed firm Phileomsat Holdings Corp. 

Africa said Philcomsat has pieces of proper- 
ty in Cavite, Bataan and Tanay where its satel- 
lie stations are located. 

‘The government could fetch value for these 
assets if it decides to vote to liquefy Philcom- 
sars assets. 

Africa's Family has a 7-percent stake in 
Philcomsat and its affiliate firms. 

‘Africa earlier claimed he had been the com- 
pany's de facto president since the time of for- 
mer President Joseph Estrada, and that the 
government should validate which board 
should sit in Phileomsat. 

"The government, through the Presidential 
Commission on Good Government (PCG), 
‘owns 35 percent in Philcomsat and its parent 
firm, Philippine Overseas Telecommunica- 
tions Corp. (POTC). 

A protracted legal battle has been a drag to 
the Philcomsat group since 1998 when former 
‘Ambassador to Spain Manuel Nieto and gov- 

emment — nomine 
Ronaldo Salonga al 
legedly called a social 
gathering at the Mani- 
Ta Golf Club that later 
tumed into a special 
stockholders’ meet- 
ing, which resulted in. 
installing them as offi- 
cers and directors of 
Philcomsat. 

‘Arica sad his 
groups authority to 
head the board of the. 
Philcomsat Group 
had been recognized 
under former Presi 
dent Estrada. 


: A BUSINESS sas 
Metro Pacific board OKs 
Nenaco delisting, tender offer . 
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AND SUPERVER 


3 he MEGA EVENT of the year that will 
zero in on the "New Essentials’ in 
leading and managing for better 
efficiency and productivity in today's 
fast moving, rapidly changing busi- 
ness environment, 
BE THERE... 
Mix with the Country's Leaders! 
Make ita date: 
Friday, October 29, 2004 
{from 8:30am to 5:30pm) 
‘At the Westin Philippine Plaza, Manii 
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W An MBA Software designed to Improve Bus 
Mannasoft Tech. Corp. 
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Cecille Ayllon, MBA 
Sought After Speaker, 
Author & Success Seminar Leader 


Pariciputs will aba get a Méga Dose of Mothation & 
Inspiration through the Special Parcipaion of Mase 
Moinalo, "Me Enthusiasm” bansell. Mr. Harry D 
owed sad fram the USA on vides. Mr. John Fopp. 
oc ofthe word's Greatest and Youngi Inspirational 
Speaker. 
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The Securities and 
Exchange Commis- 
sion (SEC) recendy 
validated a stockhoid- 
ers meeting of the Ni- 
eto Group. The Court 
of Appeals, however, 
issued a restraining 
order against the SEC 
ruling. 


RP faces ... 


From page BS 


spreads are higher 
because we are issu- 
ing more (bonds) 
than Indonesia does. 
Also, we created à 
new benchmark of 
low pricing and our 
bond spreads are 
more volatile,” 
Guidote said. 

“it (downgrade) 
will be more expen- 
sive for us but fm 
hopeful that well get 
the reform measures. 
passed," Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas Gov- 
emor Rafael Bue- 
maventura said in a 
separate briefing. 

"Well have so show 
some progress or face 
the possibilty of a 
downgrade,” he said. 

European credit 
rating agency Fitch 
Ratings is likewise 
set ro review the 
Philippines — mext 
week. It had, howev- 
er, given the country 
18 months to pass 
new tax measures. 


NEGROS Navigation Co. Inc. approved the delisting of its shares with 
the Philippine Stock Exchange and the endorsement to all minority stock- 
holders of the tender offer by Metro Pacific Corp. to ail such stockhold- 
ers. 


PCI Leasing & Finance Inc. purchased 209,000 of its own shares at 
P1.32, pursuant to its shares buy-back program. 

THE ANNUAL stockholders’ meeting of AJo.net Holdings Inc. will be held 
on Nov. 22 at 3 p.m. at tne Metropolitan Ciub Ine.—not Manila Polo Club 
as earlier announced. 

INTERPHIL Laboratories Inc. (ILI) purchased 48,000 shares of ILI stock 
at P1.90, and 56,000 shares of ILIB stock at P1.90, pursuant to Its shares 
buy-back program. 


ANSCOR Consolidated Corp. (ACC), a 100-percent owned subsidiary of 
A. Soriano Corp. (Anscor), bought 38,000 Anscor shares. As of Oct. 12, 
ACC owns 715,379,777 Anscor shares. 
‘search 
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SAN JOSE, California—Intel 
Corp.'s third-quarter profits 
jumped 15 percent and sales 
edged higher even though the 
semiconductor giant struggled 
with weak demand for desktop 
computer microprocessors, ex- 
cess inventory and growing 
competition. 

The results were driven 
largely by record sales of pro- 
cessors for servers and mobile 
computers as well as a bigger 
slice of the flash memory mar- 
ket, the Santa Clara-based 
company said Tuesday. 

It expects weak conditions 
to persist through the end of 
the year, with overall sales in 
the current quarter to be in the 
range of $8.6 billion and $9.2 
billion. 

"We've forecasted revenues 
abit below what you'd normal- 
ly expect for the fourth quar- 
te" said Andy Bryant, the 
company’s chief financial offi- 
cet. It’s not a dramatic change 
from normal, but just @ little 
light.” 

For the three months ended 
Sept. 25, Intel earned $1.9 bil- 
lion, or 30 cents per share, on 
sales of $8.5 billion. 

In the same period last 
year, the company earned 
$1.7 billion, or 25 cents per 
share, on sales of $7.8 bil- 
lion. 

The latest results include a. 


Intel Q3 profit up 


tax-related gain that boosted 
per-share profits by 3.6 cents. 

Analysts were expecting In- 
tel to post a profit of 27 cents 
per share on sales of $8.4 bil 
lion, according to a survey by 
Thorson First Call. 

Lastmonth, the Santa Clara- 
based company lowered its 
revenue forecast, citing lack- 
luster demand 

‘At the time, it estimated 
sales would range from $8.3 
billion to $8.6 billion, down 
from the original estimate of 
up to $9.2 billion. 

Intel also warned that its 
gross margins are sagging, and. 
it continues to suffer from ex- 
cess inventory. 

"Growth was not as high as 
we originally anticipated due 
to inventory adjustments at 
some of our major customers 
and lower than expected over- 
all demand for PCs,” CEO Craig. 
Barrett said. 

Bryant ‘said the biggest 
weakness is in consumer 
computer sales, particularly 
at US retailers, He said high- 
er fuel prices may be playing 
a role, as people have less 
money to spend on new com- 
puters. 

To help absorb inventory 
which started building up in 
the second quarter, the compa- 
ay is slowing production at its 
factories around the world. AP 
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Nordic, Asian countries named 
most competitive economies 


‘STOCKHOLM, Sweiten—Northem Europe and 
key Asian countries retained the most competi 
tive economies worldwide, cementing their 
ranks among the top 10 in an annual survey 
conducted by the World Economic Forum. ^ 

In the annual poll of 104 countries’ competi- 
tiveness by the World Economie Forum, Fin- 
and held the top spot for the third time in the 
last four years, followed by the United States. 

Rounding out the top 10 in "The Global Com- 
petveness Report 200420057 issued 
Wednesday by the Geneva, Switzerland-based 
WEE were Sweden, Taiwan, Denmark, Norway, 
Singapore, Switzerland, Japan and Iceland. 

"The bottom of the list was rounded out by 
countries in South and Central America, Asia and 
Arica, including Nicaragua, Madagascar, Hon- 
duras, Bolivia, Zimbabwe, Paraguay, Ethiopia, 
‘Bangladesh, Angola and Chad, which was last. 

The Nordics fared well because of their 
long-cemented ideals of curbing corruption, 
respect for contracts, rule of law and dedica- 
tion to one-on-one business relationships. 

In Sweden, for example, it's custom that a 
handshake on à business deal, be it the sale of 
fighter jets or providing stereo components, is 
justas binding as pages of contracts. 

"The Nordic countries are characterized by 
excellent macroeconomic management over- 
all—they are all running budget surplus- 
es—they have extremely low levels of corrup- 
tion, with their firms operating in a legal envi- 
ronment in which there is widespread respect 
for contracts and the rule of law, and their pri- 
vate sectors are on the forefront of technolog- 
ical innovation,” said Augusto Lopez-Claros, 


Japan’s reform 
policy on track, 
analysts say 


‘TOKYO—Whoever wins the US presidential 
election, Japan will stay on its reform path as 
cooperation between the world's two largest 
economies has grown increasingly close, ana- 
Iysts said. 

Japan can be expected to maintain its policy 
of curbing public spending and debt while eas- 
ing regulations to support growth and trade. 

Gone are the bitter bilateral trade frictions 
uptothe 1990s over Japanese car exports and 
protected farm markets and Washington's 
calls on Tokyo to spend billions of dollars on 
building dams and bridges to spur domestic 
demand. 

. The Japan-US relationship has matured in- 
to seeking ways of benefiting each other by 
opening focused sectors, such as Japan's 
telecommunications and pharmaceutical 
markets, to foreign investment. 

Chinese exports to the US market have now 
outpaced those from Japan, also cooling off 
US-Japan trade rows. 

As the major market democracies have 
shifted to sustained non-inflationary growth, 
the main task for Japan and the United States, 
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FILLING station forecourt near Reading, England, showing the price of gasoline. Record ol 
prices on both sides of the Atlantic fueled growing concern that the wider economy may sufer, e 


chief economist and director of the WEF's 
slobal competitiveness program. 

Japan , which was No. 9, rose from 21 in 
2001, boosted in part by the island nation's 
economic recovery. China, however, fel from 
No. 44 to 46, despite its roaring economic 
success of late. 

The decline was noted because of the coun- 
ys extensive administrative control, red 
tapeand poor accounting standards, 


Taiwan (4) and Singapore (7) are the highest 
‘Asian countries, because of the former's strong. 
grasp of technology production and research 
and thelatte's solid economic environment, 

Finland, home of mobile phone giant Nokia 
Carp, retained the top spot because of its 
quickness in adapting to new technology. 
proactive business practices and “nurturing a 
culture of innovation,” the WEF report 
found. AP 


Asian stocks 
down on oil 
concerns 


SINGAPORE—Weaker oil and metals prices 
hurt shares in Asian resource companies on 
Wednesday, offsetting gains in some tech- 
nology issues following upbeat earnings re 
ports from bellwethers Intel Corp. and Ya- 
hoo Inc. 

European and US shares looked set to open 
higher, however, cheered by gains in Intel and 
Yahoo in after-hours trade. 

The yen inched higher, while gold slipped 
toaround $413 an ounce. 

‘Tokyo's Nikkei stock average closed flat 
at 11,195.99, erasing early gains as in 
vestors' wariness towards the technology 
sector resurfaced, despite good news from 
Intel, 

“There's a feeling in the market that the 
‘worst thing that could have happened (at In- 
tel)— poor earnings together with no hope in 
sight of moving its bloated inventories has 
been avoided, said Norihiro Fujito at Mit 
subishi Securities 

“But the earnings do not appear to suggest 


a reversal of the market's trend towards sell 
ing high-tech stocks.” 

An MSCI index of shares elsewhere in the 
Asia-Pacific had fallen 0.4 percent by 0615 
GMT, weighed down by more than 1 percent 
falls in its energy and materials sectors. 

Chinese oil giants Sinopec Corp. and 
CNOOC Led. dropped 3.9 and 2.8 percent in 
Hong Kong. Japanese refiner Nippon Oil 
Corp. fell 1.3 percent. 

Internet media company Yahoo Inc. was 
another bright spot among US earnings, re- 
porting a quarterly net profit that more than. 
tripled, sending its shares up 2.2 percent after 
hours 

Nasdaq 100 index futures were 0.6 percent 
higher. 

‘Australia’s benchmark index edged up 0.2 
percent, but shares fell between 0.2 and 1 
percent in Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea. 
and Singapore 

Memory-chip and flat-screen maker Sam- 
sung Electronics Corp. climbed 0.7 percent in 
South Korea after falling over 4 percent on 
"Tuesday. The company is due to report quar- 
terly earnings on Friday. 

Chartered Semiconductor Manufacturing 
Corp. rose 2 percent in Singapore. 

‘Among loses, steel maker POSCO Co. Ltd. 
fell 2.7 percent, despite posting strong eam- 
ings on Tuesday, as investors booked profits 
froma recentrun-upinthestock, Reuters 


is to balance the budgets and pay down the 
debt. 

Economists say they expect continuity in 
US policies which would provide some stabili- 
ty to the world's economies and markets after 
the Nov. 2 election between Republican in- 
‘cumbent George W. Bush and Democrat chal- 
lenger John Kerry. 

“Whoever wins the presidential election, 
the US fiscal policy will not change for now, 
with a Kerry administration budget policy not 
being released until next October” said 
Susumu Takahashi, chief economist at Japan 
Research Institute. 

“As for its monetary policy, Fed chairman 
(Alan) Greenspan is believed to be dictating it 
regardless of who becomes the next presi- 
dent,” Takahashi said. 

"Therefore, I don't expect any major back- 
lash on Japan for now,” he said. 

Under Bush or Kerry, the US policy on the 
currency market is likely to stay on course as 
the US economy, like others, is forecast to 
slow down next year, analysts said 

‘Washington will probably continue pub- 
licly endorsing a strong dollar for fear of a 
sell-off in US securities while urging its trade 
partners notably China and Japan—not to 
guide their currencies lower against the US 
unit to make their exports cheaper, they said. 

AFP 


CHINESE laborers work at a construction sitein Beijing. China's economy is growing on a steady track as government 
cooling measures take effect and the country will keep the yuan currency stable, the central bank said on 


Wednesday. meures 


Federal authorities call for crackdown 
on intellectual property infringement 


LOS ANGELES—A federal task force 
has recommended expanded inves- 
tigative and prosecutorial powers to 
combat intellectual property theft 
ranging from counterfeit drugs to 
swapping songs over the Internet. 

Wiretaps should be allowed to in- 
vestigate intellectual property theft 
that threatens health and safety and 
more investigators should be added 
in key US cities and in piracy hot 
spots in Asia and Eastern Europe, the 
report released Tuesday said. 

“with the recommendations put 
forward by the task force, the depart- 
ment is prepared to build the 
strongest, most aggressive legal as- 
sault against intellectual propery 
crime in our nation's history" US At- 
tomey General John Asheroft said. 


Oil retreats from record highs; supply concerns linger 


SINGAPORE—Oil prices backed 
away from record highs on 
Wednesday as signs that $50- 
plus crude is crimping demand 
growth prompted traders to 
lock in profits from the market's 
23 percent surge since mid-Au- 
gust. 

But dealers wamed that the 
production disruptions and thin 
cushion of spare capacity fueling 
this year’s rally remain in place, 
giving the market little scope for 
a major correction. 

US light, sweet crude was trad- 
ing down 24 cents at $52.27 a 
barrel, extending losses after the 
market tumbled from Tuesdays 
all-time high $54:45 to end $1.13 
lower on the day. 


Thereport also endorsed the rights 
of companies to compel Internet ser- 
vice providers to turn over the names 
of people who have traded songs, 
movies, software or other copyright- 
protected items over the Internet. 

That power is included in the 1998 

igital Millennium Copyright Act, 
but has been challenged by compa- 
nies, such as Verizon Communica- 
tions Inc, which want to protect the 
identity oftheir subscribers. 

The US Supreme Court on Tuesday 
declined to hear an appeal of a lower 
court ruling in favor of Verizon. 

Other similar cases have been or 
areexpected to be brought to the high 
court 

Ashcroft declined to comment on 
the Supreme Courts action, saying 


that his department might have to be 
involved in future, similar cases. 

But he defended the task forces 
recommendations. 

“We believe people in the private 
sector have a responsibility to address. 
these threats in the civi dimension as 
the lawallows them and we havea re- 
sponsibility to address these matters 
criminally." Ashcroft told The Assoc 
ated Press inan interview. 

While much of the attention or 
tellectual property has been focused 
‘on protecting songs, movies and com- 
puter software, the Intellectual Prop- 
ery Task Force report cited counter- 
feit drugs, brake pads, cell phone bat- 
teries, baby formula and other items 
that can cost lives as well as cost their 
makers millions in profits. AP 


Oil has been ripe for a correr- 
tion after an almost unbroken 
$10 climb over the past four 
weeks, but dealers cautioned that 
the move might only be a pause in 
thesharp march higher. 

"People were looking for $55 
yesterday and when we failed to 
reach that level, the market went 
into profitaking,” said Tetsu 
Emori, chief commodities strate- 
gist at Mitsui Bussan Futures in 
"Tokyo. "But market sentiment is 
still ery strong. 

We need to see a small correc- 
tion before going up to $55 or 
$60." 

Short-term supply troubles 
haunt the marker, with. more 
than a quarter of US Gulf of Mexi- 


o production still crippled by 
Hurricane lan and Nigerian 
unions threatening to extend a 
‘general strike over fuel prices. 

A forecast decline in weekly US 
distillate supplies would also 
highlight the potential shortfall 
in heating fuel stocks ahead of 
the northern hemisphere winter 
when demand for the oil spikes in. 
the US Northeast consuming re- 
sion. 

Stockpiles were 6 percent be- 
low 2003 levels last week and 
had been slow to build due in part 
to last month's hurricane. 

The Northeast may get a slight 
reprieve, however, as the region 
is not expected to experience sig- "Traders continue to fret over 
nificant cold for at least anothe the 470,000 bpd of US Gulf pro 
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two weeks, US forecasters said on. 
Tuesday. 

Distillate stocks are expected 
to fall 1.1 million barrels în the 
‘week to Oct. Bin government da- 
ta due out Thursday afternoon, a 
Rewers poll of 10 analyss 
showed. 

Crude stocks, also in defi 
versus last year, are seen rising 
17 milion barrels. 

Winter fuel isin shore supply 
around the globe, with European 
distillate stocks 3.4 percent be- 
low last year and kerosene sup- 
plies in Japan down 20 percent 
from 2003. 

AS prices remain resolutely 
above the $50-mark, dealers are 
taking heed of the increasing 


threat thar high energy costs pose. 
for the global economy in the pe- 
riod ahead. 

Oil demand will expand at a 
blistering 2.71 million barrels 
per day (bpd) this year, the 
fastest in 24 years, but will 
slow to 145 million bpd in 
2005, weaker than first fore- 
cast due to high prices, the In- 
ternational Energy Agency 
said on Tuesday. 

"The agency also warned that 
China, the engine behind this 
years explosive growth in fuel us- 
age, has begun promoting fuel 
saving-measures and seeking al- 
ternative to oil 


duction that is still shut in, a 
month after Ivan hit the area, 
with only about a third of that to- 
tal expected to be recovered by 
month’send. 

The market was also supported 
by disruptions in Nigeria, where 
saboteurs set fire to a major 
pipeline operated by Royal 
Dutch/Shell, who said that the 
‘outage would only affect 20,000 
bpd after other supplies were 
rerouted. 

‘This week's general strike over 
fuel prices in the OPEC member 
has not hindered its 2.3 million 
bpd of production, but unions 
said on Tuesday they might ex- 
tend rhestrike past Friday, raising 
therisktoexports. Reuters 
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People, Events Products 


Guardians of the environment 


THE RICOH Group, manufacturers and 
distributors ofimaging solutions and of- 
fice equipment, has long since em- 
braced their role as guardians of the en- 
vironment. Established in 1936 and cur- 
rently the industry leader with 371 sub- 
sidiaries and 24 affiliates world-wide, 
Ricoh is most certainly aware oftheir so- 
cial esponsibility 

“The Spirit of Three Loves”, the Ricoh 
Groups corporate philosophy, inspires 
their direction to achieve better sust 
able management. Established by Ricoh 
founder, Kiyoshi Ichimura, the philoso- 
phy theorizes that “everyone at least 
loves himself/herself. As time passes, 
however, this feeling of love grows and 
expands to include all people, plants 
and animals in the world” From these 
thoughts was born the Ricoh Groups 
management philosophy, which seeks 
^to establish and nurture the corporate 
culture and system so that survival in a 


time filled with increasing change, in- 
formation-oriented societies, diverse 
values, and more intense competition 
could be ensured”. In its 2003 Sustain- 
ability Report for the Environment, the 
Ricoh Group “recognizes environmental 
conservation as one of the most impor- 
tant missions given to mankind... re- 
garding this effort as an integral ele- 
mentin ali our business activities.” 
Critics might venture that while this 
is a noble cause, it may be easier said 
than done. Yet the Ricoh Group has 
managed to achieve their goals through 
‘a company-wide approach. Not only do 
they comply with environmental regu- 
Jations, they take it upon themselves to 
achieve corporate targets in ways and 
‘means that do not farther stress the en- 
vironment. For example, Ricoh has de- 
velopéd quick start-up (QSU) technolo- 
y enabling their machines to save en- 
ergy and recover quickly from energy- 


saving mode, and thus lessening the 
emissions released to the atmosphere. 
Ricoh factories and facilities are de- 
signed and operated in consideration of 
preventing pollution, effective utiliza- 
on of energy and resources, as well as 
responsible disposal of waste products. 
Care is taken to ensure minimal envi- 
Tonmental impact and maximum safety 
throughout every step of production. 
‘And in every country or region where 


+ Ricoh conducts business, they maintain 


lose ties with the community while op- 
erating on an atmosphere of rans- 
parency concerning their activities and 
conservation efforts. 

In the Philippines, the Ricoh Group is 
represented by Ricoh Philippines Inc. 
For more information on their environ- 
mental conservation projets, call 


DR 
FIVE BAYER YOUNG ENVIRONMENTAL ENVOYS FOR 2004 AWARDED TRIP TO GERMANY 


Fire of the 13 Bayer Young Environmental Envoys (BYEE) or. 
2004 were awarded a weeklong, al-oxpense paid trip to Germany 
‘during formal ceremonies held at the Edsa Shangri-La Hotelin 
Mandaluyong Cty on Sept. 23. The five envoys representing Lu- 
zon, Visayas, and Mindanao were chosen based on their Action 
Plans on environmental protection and preservation, which they 
presented before a distinguished panel of judges from the media, 
‘government, the United Nations, and youth and non-governmen- 
tal organizations. The five envoys wil be joining their student 


‘counterparts from Asia, Latin America and Europe for a feid trip. 
o Germany to observe environmentally sound practices in a high- 
Wy developed country like Germany. Photo shows the envoys with 
Quest of honor Sen. Jamby Madrigal (2nd from right). They are 
joined by (trom left}: Bambam Aquino, chair of the National Youth 
‘Commission and BYEE national finals judge, Bayer Philippines VP 
Dc lis Loetigert, envoys Celso Jucutan, Albert Genato, Maria An- 
ela Flores, Joseph Jeffrey Uy and Malla Beniera, with Bayer re- 
‘sional corporate communications manager Dorothy Ciaro. 


Free Fold-A-Bag with Jollibee 

WHATS better than having a satistying meal tha easy on he budget? It's 
having your favorite food delivered straight to your door. On top of that, 
you get ree cool item this month. That's the delivery delight you get 
hen you order a minimum food purchase of P400 through Joibee’s 8- 
7000 Express Delivery hotline. This month, Jollibee wil be giving away a 
{re Fold-A-Bag that comes in three colors lue, red and black. The Fold- 
-Bagis like a purse tatis convenient to carry and can easily be tucked 
and stored when nt in use. When you unfold it, this spacious bag can fit 
all your school or office knick-knacks. is sturdy and trendy too. From Oct. 
+ to Nov.18, get your free Foid-A-Bag to go with your favorite Jolibee 
Langhap-Sarap meals, just dial 8-7000 Jollibee Express Delivery. 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AWARDS BOWLING CHAMPS 


The Round Table of District Deputies, Knights of 
Columbus, Archdiocese of Manila, sponsored a 
whole-day tenpin bowling tournament at the 
PowerBowi, Rockwell Center Oct. 3. The St. Peter 
‘and St. Paul Counci of Poblacion, Makati won the 
championship, followed by the Pinaglabanan 


HEE holds Visayas confab 
‘THE INSTITUTE of integrated Electrical Engineers of 
the Philippines Ine (IEE), Region 7, through its re- 
‘inal governor, wii hoid its th Visayas Regional 
Conterence on Get. 14 and 15 at the Watertront Ho- 
tel and Casino in Lahug, Cebu City. The conference 
this year is hosted by the North Cebu Chapter and 
co-hosted with the other chapters in Region 7. The 
Tonference váli focus on its role of upliting the 
chica competence ot electrical practitioners, 
with the theme “Harnessing the Innovative and 
Competitive Skils ot the Electrical Practitioners.” 
“The organizers have lined up various topics for the 
conference. Experts from diferent technologies 
‘wo are abreast with the latest trends in electrical 
engineering practices and technology wl over 
ther dissertation papers. Conference tendees vil 
be given copies of the technical papers in CD form 
together with the convention kit and souvenir pro- 
{ram For inquires, cal the ofice ol the regional 
governor at (0323345-4531 or (032/843-6930. 


WPPP Photo Congress 
SEE the iatestin Kodak products al the WPPP 


(Wedding and Portrait Protographers of the Phils) 
Photo Congress on Oct. 14 to 16, at the PhiL Trade. 


Artist Dee at The Crucible 


THE CRUCIBLE Gallery showcases artist Simeon 
Dez in a show that opened on Oct, 13. Featured 
wil bea colection of Dee's 36 watercolor draw- 
ings. Deeis a member of the prestigious Di- 
‘masalang Group of Artists founded in 1968 by 
his longtime friend and mentor well-known artist 
Sofronio Y. Mendoza, better known as SYM. In 
1955, Simeon graduated with a Bachelor of Sci- 
ence Degree in Architecture atthe University of 
Santo Tomas and received private lessons from 
SYM while in Vancouver, The subject matier ot 


Council, San Juan, and St. Andrew the Apostle 
Council, Bel-Air, Makati. Shown, from right, are 
past Grand Knight Cezar Yatoo and District Deputy 
"Winston Pedron presenting the trophies and 
‘medals to the champions Councilor Kit Lichauco, 
Bode Lopez, Alan Alerama and Boy Sarile. 


Training Center é 
(PTIC), besidethe — & 
World Trade Center, 

Roxas Blvd.. Pasay City. 
The WPPP Photo Congress. 
brings together the country’s 
leaders in photography equipment 
and paraphernalia, and will feature the newest, and 
best gadgets in photography-related products and 
services. For inquiries, call he WPPP Secretariat 
at 371-9783, 410-0032, or 0920-9083576. 


The 37th Shell National 
Students Art Competition 


THE NEXT generation of acclaimed of artists wil be 
know today when the country’s longest-running 
and most prestigious student art search announces 
this years winners. The 37th Shell National Students 
Art Competition drew record o 1246 entries from. 
al over the country, the most number of entries in ts 
history. The awarding ceremonies wil be held at 
pon. on the 4th Level Bridgeway of SM Megamall in 
Mandaluyong City. Some of the most important 
rames in Philppine art helped in the selection of the 
student winners. Winners wil be chosen according 
to creativity, originality, and integrity of their artworks. 


his art pièces reflects on Simeon's love of nature. 
He is partial to a combination of color of trees, 
lowers and foliage, which he claims to have in- 
herited from his father and grandfather. He de- 
‘ives great pleasure and relaxation from painting 
at his home studio during his retirement years. 
Doe has been living in Vancouver, BC with wife 
Marietta since 1973. The exhibit wil run unti 
Oct. 26. The Crucible Gallery is located atthe 4th 
foor of Building A, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong 
City, Fr information, cali telefax 635-6061. 


REWARDS 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyito! 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inquire 
Cut out, put your name, address and signature: Drop at designated drop 
boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebr: 


9 exciting yı 


no less than balanced news and fearless views. 


Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 20041 


Soo posters and print ade for more details. 
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Republic of the Phippines 
‘Deparment of Heath 
IONAL TRAINING AND TEACHING HOSPITAL 
IDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Legazpi Ciy 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


We are inving 3 interested supgers 1o apply for aligtnity and to b forthe supply and delvey of Oce 
Equipment: Medea Equpmert Drugs and Medenes and Medel Suppies under the folowing Schedule: 
PARTIAS [i WERCAL- | MEO | DUCE AID 
IN zxwwewr | suerues | MEDGES 
DT [EU | Oe 25o 18 | Oet 251.18 | Oet 2510o 1T 
EIE 
[e oe wn Mn ow 05 
RTI Cones kal) saan [Er sora Soa 
Doppen orbas oy 17 2004 orzo | novia zt | non te oot 
TERT Cree ELE Von E E 
penny Bas Coni HE) E23 eL Sisi En] 
MeeemitedgFecemna | sapo |  ismmom | piason | Pézstom 


gea oocte sea 28,200) 


AA 164 and ds Implementing Files and Regultons shal govern ha proceedings cf ha Bidding 
‘The Posas reserves the ng lo accept or fect any i o wave any ele! or annu ho bidding process, 
and eje ds eoyeme pror o Anard o Coniac, ios hereby cumng any lab ote acted bidders or 
‘Sry ignes totom ine bidder on he ground for he acion: 


(Sad. ESPERANZA R. MENDIOLA, MD. 
Chairperson 


FX 


Benger 


Te € 


ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
PO ox 799, Manta, Phágpees 
AGB Avenue Mandaluyong Cty Prappnes 
J. Fax No (952) 635-2867 
osi passages om or sea 


INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFIGATION FOR ADB'S ENHANCED SECURITY 
ACCESS CONTROL PROJECT (CIVIL WORKS INCLUDING SUPPLY 
OF SECUBITY-RELRTED EQUIPMENT) 
Contract No. ADB/OAS-2004/059 
1. The Asian Development Bank (ADB). a muster! devaiopmont franco mettvion eadavartered in Mani 
Fiicoces mist riersie paries lo app tor prequaicaton n te bading of ADB's Enhanced Secu 


Cord Praed Ins aed wl seek conratiors ramo Aroa Ql cvi works end supo o acu 


2. Tre Contacior shal consvl tha appropiate scires an iastalsupol tha relovant secunty la 
apran seal, indi, equpmert or and supervision nacossary for bulging and consiucung the 
ENTE seua Aereos Conti Facies 10 be locsod s ADB Vistas Enyent Screonng Facies 8 
ones Extoncoton Pret located a he ADB Hosonuatés Guang, € ADS Avonuo; Mandaluyong Ciy, 
Mero lanua m accordance with to pla, spenicatons. polices, standards and procedures esabishod by 
‘RSS? ts proce! cones of but nt iid 19 Ue fotos constuetion of nam buiding and scrub 
estes 1e toco access plots namely () AOB Avenue enrance win fed Bolards: (i) Guadix Gato 
rores sn (i) Bark Ore ance wit hed bots, enhancarant of the man and west lobbies 

3. The project wl also cover provisions forthe suppl and installaton of Sacuriy Syslem components namaly 
Dhea Duty securi booms at crveway entyroal dois 0) Aviomate Peco mochaneal roraciable 
DUST sr Blas Deve eniryfext pom fs) Wak-bvough scanner and X-ray bag screening, ond (N) 
Conttovred gates Tre Contactor Sron Se roared to usa Securty Syslam components hl are compatble 
ate Sandee: and spacicatons curent m V30 wit ho ADB Hoadquaror Tho Contractor wil bo 
‘Sota responsas for tn totom wert [aJ locaton ol roo and veptatonafected by fe projet () 
ar aa ouan op cl i ros alid Gung na execuon ino Work, (c) can-up. and (d) rover of 
me Te contac is erpeced o sup and sa tna atovemortioned secun system components 
Erian or tough ront venture pana of specalt subcontractors, 

4. This invtaton is open fe fems trom ADB marmer courizos who meet ihe minimum requirements specified 
Tie megua docomens The meemum ctor for pre quaiteaton ara dotaded in ho “Business 
Opportunies” page ofthe ADS wobste www sab 

5. Preqvaticaion documents may te chtaeed kom to Head, Contracts Adminstration lasitilonal Senieas 
Danske, Stic ol Admmssrauva Soreaes (OAS), Room #221N ai ha abovermentoned address sang 
{Fam 13 October 2004 (drmg oco hours rom 800 a.m. 19400 pm) 

0. Agpiestons mus be deleted io Head, Contrats Administration, nstlonatSonicos Dision, Office ol 
Aieieense Sereas (ONS), Room 4ZZIN Tho doogina c submission ol appicatons must De feed 
TOT non £90 pon G 26 October 2004 ADS reserves ha ngn fo Scenpt c aoc iato appicatons 

2. Tha metston to Bd ara expecta o be issued in Pa 2nd waok of Novenbor 2008, and tiding documents 
DIS oriy be scoot 1o ine Applicant who have boon pro quai. ADB reservas tho nghi fo postpone 
stance ol bang documents, minou! provang reasons herr 

B. AD wal not be responsisla for ony cosis or expense cured of Appian I connection wit tha proparton 
fed suoman of tow Apicatans 


(S93) CECILE LHF, GREGORY 
CHAIRPERSON 
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INSTITUTIONAL PROCUREMENT COMMITTEE 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
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PROFESSIONAL EAL ESTATE TEAL ESTATE TEAL ESTATE TEAL ESTATE 
SERVICES FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR RENT 


JjDBP 


INVITATION TO BID 


Tia Development Bank o In Philippines wil receive sealed bis on Occbor 27, 2004, 200 pm. Audilodum at 
EK OBP HesdOfice Sen. GI Puyal Ave. cor skal Ave Makati Cay lora elowing properties on CASH BASIS: 


NI cous LOCATION DESCRIPTION manu 
nes oo. —— REAL ESTATE p» 
Tier Wamra Son peet umvestmanecer QUICK LOANS Ss 
-15 Annapolis Greenhills aGewDBOT4sra W 
p esee WogsXmderSLew.OMpes/ve.  Condomiriumunt COT No. P 6.587.500 
Batinana aa cad —— ‘San Juan, Metro Manila oe Tom Porinom, 
METRO) Sate 12, Perouse 
VOSTO Skin Cine Rapi ES REAL ESTATE AMED2S! No. 72 Apple St. Km. 18, Maywood 340 mè resideniaindusinal iot ^ — P 08080000 
dn Clinic apid FOR SALE OR RENT Vaage tt Paranaque Ciy (IGT Nio. 14622 wh bioa. B wmo. 
Te Comp Lab Te erat pM ILLAE HELP (TGT NG. P 420740000 
TENERS amass hes? Evaraeisia St Br Sume ei TETNo. P 3,716000: 
E C M Sos ETN, P 371800000 
OTHER AREAS r1 aeaa reca Guzon Ony 140729) w tii A mp: 
AVTE 
DR. C.M. GARMA ‘The Metro Homes Diri Orr MELLE] 
SPECIALITY FILINVEST LAND INC. aana VELA Gant Cay VE we. amp. 
v Le "He ROGE ost pavao = : 
; mamme me Berri RAVES,  TacananFead,Catsinan Grande 3 contiguous eons P 5,1454000 
cult x soarana LT Davao GIGT Nos. T 350501, T-M9500 8 
vosovoentes, i A | oui 
SYNAS, N06. FE EX xj PROVINCIAL CONDO UNTS 1BA2SA FRONT AM-ED-265a  Lakandıia St, Poblacion, Nabunturan, ‘Soo? residential lot (TCT No. P 38170000 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED | A M Say | SLE eaor Ch Tt Davan cal Note TSST20] w td and inp. 
suits ` Ve reiriase en | ameda Bom ennaii rete, P 494100000 
ABUL CREUNEIION 41009: TAGAYTAY ^c SESS peer force 
PANES cea, MEA Gresiosdees aterm Passoroo 
im E) 
sy DISEASE, ARTS, cenas By Bian, Papin cre elder iot P 280880000 
CYST, VAGINAL REPAIR (forse Foren 
toco uae in 
cenos — Let27768-5,Sry-Mayisang 238o Rotes enki P 239550000 
PREG. AIDS TEST [- 0 pass eT Ne. TATTOO) daik pe 
cones — (Meses Mo vase dena P 2208; 
 8Purdue St. Lumban ESN, (TOT No. T-177809) 
Cubao, Q. C. CPN-039 Lot 2776 B-5, Brgy. Maytalang 2.359 m? vacant residential lot P 2,123,000.00 
Back Sieta Mar Col te rere SET) E 
stan ceo — LAETSS.6 By. Mayaiang S38 rei vacant residentaliot — P 200520000 
Open Menlo Sat = erage e nen ow. EEDA, Ba. Mayaiang ESSO w vacant esidentaliot P-2005,10000, 
Famo Spm TROPICS z FOR SALE re IGT No. T-1777) gu 
el 499270619139474 i cenoo Bontine Suba. Bugy. Buran E4 m corercat tesidantiai lot 148700000 
apeg marsa ane auccozss S o Joseph Viajes, Gm redona i feria. P 22440000 
For as low as P9,500/mo. RAWLANDS. EN ——_ ae State] wi tdg. A inp. 
For inquiries, pls. call: 724-7543 MATS? oroni St, Poblacion, Roxas, 5785m? commeriaindustisl _P10,00000000 
AVAIL of our LOW DOWNPAYMENT and promo discounts! = ha e Dam toya Tast MITSUBSSHE [ere , BESTS sat won 
‘Bank PspBG-Iheuse payment aal Tue eo ans mH oen P 76500000 
Sauces fetes TER Tian 
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‘MASSAGE ‘200 - 3000 sqm covered AM-PY-268 So. Paralaya, Rosario, Mexico 886 m residential lot (TCT No. P 279,720.00 
ee ed EX 
ERE ommna | eme ; 
09272216759 Call Warren. MANILA ‘OTHER CAR BRANDS 


RIZAL 
Rb. Along Jasmine St. Nieves Hils 248 mè residontallot(TCT No. ` P 381,920.00 
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READY FOR 


SE PRIME PROPERTY | ! 3 manna ne 
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28 Tuer ae ee ee on OF nd Ot dg 
RESIDENTIAL UNITS: fice hours: and 

MALE — 09173249921 ‘MAKATI 


a. Tobe. tne, No ids wil be accepted onc unseating ol he bids commences. The sale shali be subiect to 
aer tema and concsons which may be posed by fa Bark 

DEP RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY THEREIN. OR TO 

ROGCEFT SUCH BIDS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE SANK. THE DECISION 

GE He BANK S FINAL AND BINDING. 


For ingaras. please ca elephone numbers: B22-1888/083.7172 or 818-951 1 local 2218/2252 fr Code staring 
SR A and 616-9541 oca 1435 or CPN. 
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. CLASSIFIEDS 


Republic of the Philippines 
OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
Agham Road, Dilan, Quezon Cty 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 
in Compliance with RA 7041 


1. HELD INVESTIGATION OFFICE (FIO) 

"ASSISTANT OMBUDSMAN - tem No. OMBA-AO-3-2003; SG-29 
Education: Bachelor's degree; Experience: 3 years of supervisory 
‘experiance; Training: None required; Eligibilty: Career Service Executive 
agility (CSEEVCareer Executive Service (CES) 


2. FINANCE AND MANAGEMENT SERVICE (FMS) 
"DIRECTOR IV - tem No. OMBA-DIR4-2-1998; SG-28 

Education: Bachelor's degree; Experience: 3 years of supervisory 
‘experiance; Training: None required; Elgbilty: Career Service Executive 
ibit (CSEEYCareer Executive Service (CES) 

"NOTE: The Office of the Ombudsman, as an independent constitutional 
body, takes the positon that Career Executive Service (CES)Career Service 
Executive Elgibilly (CSEE) is not a mandatory qualification requirement 
for this vacancy. The issuo is the subject of G.R. No. 159940 pending 
before the Supreme Court 

Interested applicants should submit application within ten (10) working days 
from the dato of this publication to the Human Resource Management 
Division at the above address, the folowing: 1) An application etier stating 
the positonftem applied for: 2) Duly accomplished personal data sheet 
(GSC Form 212) 3) 1x1” picture (colored); 4) Bar ratng'CSC Certificate 
of Eligilly: 5) Transcript of Records: 6) Certificate of Seminars/Taining 
attended (CSC Accredited]; and 7) Certificate from Previcus/Present 
employ 'e position, actual duties and responsibiles (i 
applicable 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 
Diiman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID FOR THE SALE OF UNSERVICEABLE ITEMS. 
"AS IS, WHERE IS" BASIS 


October 28.2004. 200 A, Sarum Ha, Dl) Groun Poor 
NPC Head Orice. Agram Road corer Quee Ave Dieu QC. 
Tre Natonal Power Carron icant Ó—— 
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 ALLBOS MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THE FOLLOWING: 
‘PROPOSAL SOND DEPOSIT N THE FORM OF CASH OR MANAGER SCASHERS CHECK 
EQUVALENT TO TEN PERCENT (10%) OFTHE TOTAL BO PRICE 
LATEST INCOME TAX RETURN 203 ORIGINAL (OR CERTED XEROX COPY) FOR THE 
BIDDER OS AN ALDITED ENINCAL STATEMENT (ORIGINALI OF THE COMPANY. 
BODER FOR EM NO. 51S REQUIRED TO PRESENT ACCREDITATION AS EMB-OENR 
TRANSPORTER AND OR TREATER. WITH PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PERMIT TO 
TRANSPORT. MANFEST FORM AND TREATMENT CERTIPCATE 

‘Ae portes wha van to securo b ro br s pitic bog pusi present a vala Ta 

Werehcaen Carreon Tax aum 

Iriartea parses wo sr o pncpato a pibe dé may sere ma bet torm at P500 sar 
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Jara 430 PU Octer2) 20€ 


Feels Manageme Desist 
(eee) FELI B. FACATAR. 
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"Republ ofthe Pines 
Department of Agraran Rotor 
[AGRARIAN REFORM COMMUNITIES PROJECT 
OFFICE ofthe BAC CHAIRMAN 
Sabung ARC, Municipality of Tuao, Cagayan 
Tel. No. 078.826.2114 

Contact Person: 


Invitation to Apply fer Eligibility and to Bid 
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Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING — THE 
CONDUCT OF SPECIAL 
ELECTIONS. w 
BARANGAYS IMELDA AND 
GUSARAN, BOTH OF 
Sit VINO 10805, 
NORTHERN SAMAR ON 
NOVEMBER 6, 2004 
PURSUANT TO COMELEC 
EN BANC RESOLUTION 
PROMULGATED — ON 
‘SEPTEMBER 30, 2004. 


Northern Samar on November 6, 2004. 

SEC. t. Supervision and control - The Commission on Elections 
shall have direct control and supervision over Ine conduct ofthe special 

‘SEC. 2. Expenses and election forms and paraphernalia. — The 
expensesin holding he special elections which shal include the printing 
(of official balts, election returns and other forms, the procurement of 
‘Supplies and paraphernalia, the per diems of the members of the 
Electon Committees tne overime compensation of the Municipal Board 
of Canvassers (MBG), and other personal, operational and incidental 
expenses, and the costs of publication of resolutions and information 
materiais. shall be borne by the Commission on Elections. The 
Executive Director shall submit the budget forthe holding of the said 
‘Special slecions. 

The Committees on Allocation, Printing, Verification, Packing and 
Shipping. Gun Ban and Securty, Election and Barangay Afairs 
Department, Eaveation and Information Department, Administrative 
Services Department and Office ofthe Deputy Executive Director for 
Operations shall prepare their temized administrative, operational and 
technical budgetary needs which shall be reviewed and consolidated 
bythe Finance Services Department under the supervision ol the Otice 
‘othe Deputy Executive Director lor Adminstration, and submit the same 
tothe Commission En Banc through the Executive Director lor approval 

SEC. 3. Publication of the copy of this and other pertinent 
Resolutions — At least ten (10) days prior to the day ol tne special 
‘lectons, the Education and information Department shal cause the 
Publication of al Resolutions relative to this special elections in 
Barangays tmelda and Gusaran, both of Sivino Lobos, Northem Samar. 

‘SEC. 4. Information Campaign — The Education and Information 
Departmani (EID) Comelec, shall furnish tne Election Offeer, if any, 
samples of information campaign materials. 

‘SEC. 5, Date of speciai elections and voting hours — The special 
elections shall be held on November 6, 2004. The voting shall sar at 
‘Seven o'clock in te moming and end al three o'ciock in he afternoon. 

‘SEC. 6. Area of Coverage - The special elections shall be held in 
Barangays imelda and Gusaran, Sivino Northern Samar. 

SEC. 7. Applicability of the Omnibus Election Code and Other 
Election Laws. — The pertinent provisions of he Omnibus Election 
Code, and other election laws and resolutions ofthe Commission which. 
are nol inconsistent Nerewit snail, as far as practicable, apply tothe 
Special elections subject of tis Resolution. The Commission shall 
likewise adopt the rules and regulations/guidelines embodied in 

esolution No. 6667 "General Instuctons forthe Board of Election 
Inspectors on the Casting and Counting of Votes for the May 10, 2004 
Electons and Resolution No. 6659 "General Instructions for Municipal! 
Cty Provincia and Dist Boards of Canvassers on the Casting and 
‘Counting of Votes forthe May 10, 2004 Elections. Both resolutions were 
‘promulgated on 15 March 2004. 

SEC. 8. Implementation — The Execute Director, assisted by the 
Deputy Executive Drecior for Operations, tne Directors of the Election 
and Barangay Allairs Depariment, Finance Services Department, 
Education and Information Deparment and Administrative Services 
Department, shal implement ths Resolution fo ensure the holding o a 
(ree, orderly, hones, peacelul and credble special elections. 

“The Office ol he Deputy Executive Director for Operations assisted 
by the Office of the Regional Election Director of Region Vill the 
Prowncia Election Supervisor of Northam Samar and the Offee of he. 
Election Offcer of Sino Logos, shall supervise the conduct of the 
special election. 

‘SEC. 49. Dissemination. — The EID shall cause the immediate 
publication of this Resoluton in one (1) dally newspaper of general 
Circulation inthe Philippines and one (1) local newspaper and give ii the 
‘widest pubicaton and dissemination possible. 

“The Executive Director shal umish the Secretary ol the Department 
of the Interior and Local Government, the Secretary o! the Department 
"al Education: he Provincial Governor and Treasurer of Northern Samar, 
the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Treasurer and the DepEd Supervisor 
{of Siving Logos, Northern Samar, the Regional Election Director of 
Regon VII the Provincial Election Supervisor of Sivino Logos and the 
EO of Sivino Logos, copies of this Resolution. 

The EO of Silvino Logos shail give this Resolution the widest 
publication in the Barangays of Imelda and Gasuran, both of the. 
Municipality of Sivino Logos, Northern Samar. 

‘SEC. 50. Effectivty - This Resolution shail take effect upon is 
publication. 


RUFINO S. B. JAVIER 
‘Commissioner 
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MANUELA. BARCELONA, 
‘Commissioner 


National Sales Rally / Sales Empowerment 


DON'T miss the National Sales Rally 
dubbed as Sales Empowerment to be held 
on Oct. 26, 2004, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Holi- 
day Inn Galleria. This is the gathering of 
sales people from different companies to. 
recharge their batteries, enhance their. 
‘motivation and selling skills to radically 
improve their sales performance. Among 
the topics are: Latest Marketing Trends 


and Insights; Major Account Management; 
the 7 Secrets of Samurai Selling; The Selling. 
Success Philosophy; Killer Tips to Make a Pre- 
sentation; Unconventional Ways to Handle 
‘Objections and Close More Sales. The host 
for this event is Porter and Miles, Inc., a pre- 
mier training company on business, 
management, marketing, sales and human 
resource development, with office address at 


Suite 2502-C Tektite Tower East, Ortigas 
Center. You may call Mercy at 638- 
7719/20 for more information / 
registration. Sponsors for this national 
event include the Philippine Daily In- 
quirer, Business World, Holiday Inn 
Galleria, HRPhilippines, Bioessence, 
BusinessWeek, Grolier, Trabaho.Com, 
and UKDERM Pharma. 
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Republic of the Philippines 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 


Manila 


CALENDAR OF ACTIVITES AND 
PERIODS ON PROHIBITED ACTS 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
SPECIAL ELECTIONS IN 
BARANGAYS MELDA AND 
GUSARAN. BOTH OF SILVINO 
LOBOS, NORTHERN SAMAR ON 
85 NOVEMBER 2004 PURSUANT. 
TO COMELEC EN BANC 
RESOLUTION PROMULGATED 
ON 30 SEPTEMBER 2004 


RESOLUTION NO. 7375 
Pursuant to the powers vested in it by the Constitution, the Omnibus 
Election Code, Republic Act No. 7160 and other election laws, the 
Commission on Elections has resolved o adopt, as it hereby adopts, the 
following Calendar of Acivites and Periods on Prohibited Acts in 
connection with the 06 November (Saturday) Special Elections in 
Barangays Imelda and Gusaran, Silvino Lobos, Northern Samar: 


DATEPERDD —— euecnonacnvmes 


ABALOS, Benjamin S.. Chairman 
JAVIER, Rufino S3, Commissioner 
SADAIN, Mohol K., Commissioner 
BORRA, Resurreccion Z., Commissioner 
TUASON, Fiorentino A. t., Conmssoner 
GGARCILLANO, Vii, Commissioner 
‘BARCELONA, Manvel A. r, Conmissona: 


Promulgated: 12 October 2008 


PROHBITEDACTS 
Ocebeis.zo4 MON) ELECTIONPERIOD Bearing, carrying or 
3o aneporing ears 
Novomer 1, 2004 or other” deady 
OWED) Weapons In publie 
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buiding. set park, 
private” vohiele of 
ven i consed 10 
possess or carry De 
ized in wrting 
the Commission 
(Soc 281 (p) ta) (8) 
DEC ae amended by 
See. 32 RA. No. 
D 
Suspension ot eiacve 
Teat oltcals (See 
Er 
Transter ot olor 
Fderpeyers n be 
Got Soros. (Sec 281 
[9 


Organization or 


factor forces, svia 
{ores or other sae 
. ores. (Sec 251 (u) 
OEG) 
Jegoniment or neng 
f new ompioyees 
Sec. 261 (a) OFC. 
Creaton tng up ot 
ow postions. (See 
251 gy oec; 
Promotions or ging 
of salary Increases, 
proe (Ser 21) 
[s 


Ocober 18 MON te 
‘November 8, 2004 (SAT) 


Constucioncl pub 
onis, delery ol 
"materiae Tor public 
ron and surres ol 
Kessu warrants or 
timia Govens fora 
future undertaking 
thargeabl 

punue uns. (Suc 
2st tw) OES: 
Sisbursoments “oF 
"arprdiuresci publ 


age 

(See. 261 (m) OEC: 

1. Uso ot armored land 
water or arora (Sec. 
28110 OEC 


and bearing ot ams 
[rA 

Submission 1o Comelec ot 

Sompite set o a special 

policemen, ^ specia 
oicentalagetsorpenens 

tomer rco 

Tie employ of barangay 

Casman, mei mayor or 

Sry apponing suPoriy 


last dy or appointment o 
marcel Boara o! Electon 
Fegecons (8E) 


Posing heist doles 
Si Decomser 2008, 
November s 2008 FAD 
TO 
Novenber 2004 (SAT) November 13, 2004 
E: 

auorban 
Ld 
Coeklighting. ar 
ber forms, "ol 
gambling, "holding 
Tons boxing ancor 
any other. amar 
Sans: (Sec. 21 60 
ec) 
Satin, furnishing 
llena, buying: 
Serving. or taking 
treating iquat te 
(Gee. 261 (90). (1) 
Sci. 
Gig accepting tron 
"rensporatón. ood 
oni and things of 
valaa (582. 89. OEC) 
Opaning of booths or 

ii for Tha sala of 


November 6,2004(SAT) ELECTONDAY 


chandies 
falreshment eic 
‘thin 30 melors 
Faahus from poing 
pcg Se. 281 td 
November 1.200% tastpavoretection “OFO 
wen) PERIOD, 

‘The Executive Director, the Deputy Executive Director tor Operations 
and the Director, Election and Barangay Affairs Department shall 
immediately implement this Resolution. 


“The Education and information Department s directed to cause the 
widest dissemination ofthis Resolution ands publication in a newspaper 
‘of general crculation in the Phiippines and one (1) local newspaper. 


This Resolution shall take effect upon ts promulgation. 


.. poRtimio siksi 


ET 
MANUEL A BARCELONAA. 
Commssonar © 
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; LORETO “Luring” M. COMPENDIO 
Beoceflly joined our Lord 
on Oct. 12, 004 at he age of 88. 
Her remains lie in stat at the arly residence at M.H. 
{Del Pilar St., Liliw, Laguna. 
Inerment will be on Saturday, Oct 16 afier the 1230. 
spam, Mass at the St John the Bopüst Parish. 


EMILIANA URETA PASTRANA 
Joined our Creator on Oct. 11, 2004 
‘atthe age of 96. 
Her remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial 
‘Chapels, Araneta Ave.. Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Saturday, Oct. 16, at Holy Cross 
‘Memorial Park, Novaliches, Quezon City. 


ANGELITO G. TIONGSON 
Joined our Creator on Oct. 10, 2004 
‘atthe age of SI. 

His body lies in state at Jesus Lord of the Divine 
Mercy Parish Church, Mapayapa Vill. 1 (near BF 
| Homes), Quezon Cit 

His remains will be cremated on Oct. 17 at the 
Funeraria Paz Crematory along Araneta Ave., 
Quezon City. 


services offer. 
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Crematory 
ton peste, AM 


n eal 


"Trunk Line: (632) 645-2334 to 38 


LORNA SOLIS ATANGAN 


of Bureau of Customs 


Died in the grace of our Lord. 
on Oct. 12, 2004 at the age of 64 
1940-2004 


Beloved daughter of Teofilo Atangan, Sr. (t) 
and Loreza Solis Atangan (+) 


Her loving Brothers & in-laws Teofilo & Bella, Rosauro & Corazon, Filor 
& Edna, Bayani & Concepcion, Sonny & wife, sister; Didi and nurse Remy, 
nephews & nieces & grandchildren & relatives request the pious readers to 
pray for her eternal rest & everlasting happiness. 


Her remains lie in state at #8 Buenaflor St., Rosario, Cavite, 


Interment will be on Oct. 17, 2004 at 2:00 pm at Rosario Catholic Cemetery. 


“Memory is a way of holding onto the persons you love, 
the person you are, the love ones you never want to lose." 


The INQUIRER NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS brings forth - Memories - a tabloid- 
sized supplement to be published on October 29, 2004 in time for the 
remembrance of our beloved loved ones. 


This supplement will be dedicated to pre-need plans, funeral homes, memorial 
parks and other product/services related to death care. This endeavor will give 
you a chance to showcase your product lines and the attributes that your 


RAFAEL 
PERIDO ROSARIO 


Peaceflly joined his Creator 
on October 12, 2004 
at the age of 73. 
His bereaved sons Noel, Waldy 
& Zaldy; daughters-in-law, 
grandchildren, nephews, rel ves? 
& friends request the pios 7 
readers to pray for the eteénal 


Cremation will take placa 

October 17, 2004 at 11:00 a.m. 
Memorial 

‘Crematorium, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


AD SIZE 


= SRS ENSEM 


RATES 


FULL PAGE 


54,862.50 


HALF PAGE 


27,431.25 


Y4 PAGE 


ge 
1371563 3 The family of the late 


1/8 PAGE 


ERLINDA LO ALIPIO 


čulo passed azway on October 7, 2004 


6,857.81 


andeffective venture. 


at 912-9008 to 11 or e-mail 
agarcia@inquirercom.ph. 


NATIONAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


‘The Widest Reaching Classifeds 


Backed by the most read broadsheet in the 
land, this promises to be a most cost efficient 


Should you have questions please contact 
Ms. Adela Mendoza, our Account Executive, 


us at 


at ihe age of 43. 
wishes to inform relatives and friends that 
Ber body lies in state at Chapel 5, La 
Funeraria Paz, T. Mapua, Sta. Cruz, 
Mansia. 
Her bereaved husband Ruben and 
children, Raymond, Francis, Kenneth, | 
Sod Nikko request the pious readers 10 | 
pray for the etemal repose of her soul 
Interment willbe on October 17,2004, 900 
‘mat Chinese Crematory 

E) 


“For God so loved the "| 
That He gave His only 
- begotten Son, that whoever ^ hu 
believes in Him shall not perish 


but have everlasting lie.” 


Board Member of Iloilo Province, 1959-1962 
Governor of lloilo Province, 1963-1969 
Assemblyman of Iloilo, 1984-1986 


Joined his Creator 
on October 9, 2004 at the age of 76. 


His remains lie in state at the family residence 
at Magsaysay Village, La Paz, Iloilo City unt 

transfer to the Iloilo Provincial Capitol at 2:00 
p.m. today, October 14, 2004 and to the Passi 
City at 4:00 p.m. tomorrow, October 15, 2004. 


Interment is on Saturday, October 16, 2004 
at the Passi City Cemetery after 7:30 a.m. requiem 
mass at the Passi Catholic Church. His bereaved 
wife Lourdes Sombong Palmares; children and 
grandchildren, relatives and friends request the |) 
caring readers to pray for eternal rest of his soul. $ 


KS, 


CESAR (Boyet) L. LLAPITAN ` 


Quezon City Science High School Class of 1980 
Peacefully pasted away at the age of forty-one years 
July 27, 1963 — October 10,2004 

We, his wife GRACE, children Daphne and Benefredo, brothers 
Wiliam and Benny. sister Allie, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins 
and inlaws, requests our relatives and friends, and readers to join us in 
swahing for his etemal rest in peace 

His body lies in state at tbe Old Chapel, Area S, Queensrow Subd., 
Molino, Bacoor, Cavite 


Interment will be on Saturday, October 16, 2004, after the 9:00 
‘am. mass and will be buried at the Molino Cemetery. 


Most Rev. Jose F. Oliveros, D.D. 
the Clergy sd Faith of e Diocese of Malolos 
"sien he sincerest prayers and condolences 
ote reves ara rien 


REV. FR. EDILBERTO CRUZ 


he peacefully joined His Creator, our Loving Father 
"on October 12. 2004 at the age of 6. 

His remains Hein state at the Chapel of Endless Love Cemetery 
‘St McAnhar Highway, Oniguimo, Bulacan. 
Aregiem Mass will be offered on Sunday, October 17. 2004 
12:00 o'clock nthe afternoon, Endless Love Cemetery. 
‘Guigeme Bulacan 
"leer Drm ek ente 
Dese se day by dey oorr Ya 

etl or xh filed wth var Love 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT 
NATIONALCAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION 
CITY OF LAS PIÑAS 
BRANCH 253 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
Invitation to Bid 


Offered for Public Bidding on "per lot" and on an "as-is, where-is" 
basis are six (6) parcels of land located within the Food Terminal, Inc. 
(FTI) FTI Complex, Taguig City. 


These assets are offered at the following Indicative Prices: 
Lot No. Indicative Price 


P 72,016,000 
151,258,000 


INTHE MATTER OF: 
PETITION FOR INVOLUNTARY DISSOLUTION 
WITH PRAYER FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A 
RECEIVER AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
EDUARDO M. ABACAN, et. al. 
CIVIL CASE NO. LP-04-0082 
ersus - 

TIBAYAN GROUP INVESTMENT COMPANY, INC. et. al. 

Respondents. 


Particulars 


land (4,501 sq.m.) 

Land (8,957 sq.m.) 
building and improvements 
land (395 sq.m.) 

building and improvements 
Land (432 sq.m.) 

building and improvements 
Land (6,022 sq.m.) 

Land (1,753 sq.m.) 
building and improvements 


ANNOUNCEMENT TO ALL TIBAYAN INVESTORS 


Pursuant tothe Decision inthe above-entited case rendered by Acting Prosiding Judge 
Elizabeth Yu-Guray (Branch 253, Regional Trial Cour, Las Piñas City) dated Septer 

"2004, the undersigned duly-appointed Court Receiver will be ke wono and 
creditors claims at any of tho folowing 
designated places, dates and time: 


7,711,000 


7,099,000 
Contact Person 

Atty. Marciano S. Bacalla Jr. 
Receiver 


2603-D East Tower. 
Philippine Stock Exchange Center 
Tekito Towers, 
Ortigas Center 
(Mondays to Fridays only — 10:00 a.m. to 1200 am.) 


Unit 707, Ortigas Bidg. Atty Veronica Gutlerrez-De Vera 


18 
20 


96,352,000 
32,245,000 


Bids will be received, opened and tabulated in the presence of the 


bidders on November 17, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. at the PMO Conference 
Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi Village, Makati City. 


Interested pa 


Is may secure the sale documents for a nominal 


Ortigas Ave., Pasig Cy 


318 Alabang Zapote Road 
‘Alabang Zapote Road 
Las Piñas City 


(Mondays to Fridays only - 10:00 a.m. to 1200 a.m.) 


‘Counsel for Petitioners 


Mr. Eduardo M. Abacan 
President 
Federation of Investors Tulungan, inc. 


fee of P1,500.00 from the PMO Marketing Office. 
For more information, please call Mr. Carlo T. Subong of the PMO 


(Saturdays only - 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 am.) 
Deadline for submission of claims shall be on November 15, 2004. 


wena 


Marketing Department at Telephone Numbers 892-2145 or 818-8305. 


(Sgd.) ATTY. MARCIANO S. BACALLA JR. 


jeneiebmerketonin con 
Recover 
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THE BELLAGIO ) 


At The Bellagio, revel in la dolce vita like never before. More than just distinction, 
we place you in the company of the country’s most elite. More than just a view, 

we give you the Manila Golf Course. More than just recreation, we transport you to a 
tempting Caribbean-style resort, everyday. More than just convenience, we situate you 
within a world-class Global City, 

This is the high life at The Bellagio, Come in, And tum your world around. 


d Incomparable views of the Manila Golf Course 


Let the panorama of the Manila Golf Course start 


Ps your day. And be reminded that the life of privilege 
É 92 is now yours. After all, who else can boast of having. 
d the country's most exclusive 18-hole, par 71 


golf course practically on their lawn? 

Even the very design of your elegant home 
echoes your enviable stature. Beginning from 
"The Bellagio's unique curved structure that 5 
Jessens the glare of the afternoon sun. To a gleaming glass facade that fuses 
grass green and sky blue. To a magnificent floor-to-ceiling window that 
brings the Manila Golf Course almost into your living room. 
At The Bellagio, swing at last into the fold of a favored few. 


A heartbeat away from work and leisure 


Linger over your coffee at breakfast, You're closer now than you've ever been 

to your office in Makati, Or even Ortigas. At the Global City, you are at a true 

world-class enclave: superbly connected to major road atteries and to the 
metro's most important destinations. The EDSA-Kalayaan Flyover is your fast 
lane to the Makati Central Business District. And through the C-5 Road, 
you are mere minutes from Ortigas Center, as well as the NAIA. So with 
‘everything this close to home, life is yours to live..at your pacc. 


Pamper yourself in a resort right at home 
Experience the luxury of a Cáribbean-style paradise everyday. Laze on the 
in-water lounge at the infinity pool. Before you, the panorama of the lush 
Manila Golf Course is captivating. Fall under its spell and relax. 
Soak up some sun at the paved sunbathing lounge. 
Or pump iron at the well-stocked gym. Afterwards, 


treat your sore muscles at the sauna, For your 
young ones, the playground and the kiddie pool 


promise hours of fun. At the view deck, daydream 
among shady trees and fragrant flowers 

In this vibrant resort-like setting, you'll find 
that the mood is always right for unwinding. 


Step outside and let the good times begin 
The path to the city’s hottest spots in town begins 
just beyond your door. In fact, you're just a stride a 
from the Forbes Town Road down the block. Here, 
hop your way through the lively row of ca 
restaurants, Then join the fun as it buzzes to colorful 
life every night with alfresco feasts and parties. Want 
tobe fashionably in? The chic boutiques at this strip are 
just waiting for you to drop by 
ls a world of pleasure right here, all yours to enjoy 
as you please. 


és and 


Your own spot at a world-class city on the rise 
Iotelligently master-planned, the Global City's prestigious developments 
showcase the best of 21" century urban living. From bargains at the S&R 
PriceSmart Club to one-stop shopping at the MC Home Depot. From family 
recreation centers like the Sports Kamp to 
and NBC Tent. From a fast-rising business district at the 57-hectare Big Delta to 
institutions such as the Philippine Stock Exchange, 


pening spots such as The Fort 


In this city of green, wind-swept open spaces are perfect for kite flying and picnics. 
Meanwhile, there are parks for families to stroll and view public art pieces. 


Premier scholastic environment for the crème de la crème 
Put your children in the best academic training ground in Metro Manila, At The Bellagio, 
you're next door to three excellent schools: the International School Manila, the British School 
Manila and the Manila Japanese School. Just a short drive away are other respected centers of 
learning such as Assumption College, Colegio de Sta. Rosa, Colegio de San Agustin, Don Bosco 
X Technical Institute, Asian Institute of Management and University of Asia and the Pacific. 


A lifestyle far beyond the usual, celebrated everyday 
in the finest modern s his is life us it is meant to be. 
Live it here, at The Bel 


Sane 
? Í 
= nn | 


For inquiries, please call us at "n. 
MsaaworLD Corporation ad BONIFACIO WEST 


816-2768 ° 816-3520 * 816-3517 www.megaworldcorp.com Wort Wist iron oe 


180 9001:2000 CERTIFIED 


+ Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street corner Rizal Drive, Crescent Park West District, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila « Fax: (632) 816-2514 - E-mall: sales@megaworldcorp.com 
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$-, What every serious 
METH 
"| [QOCIE should own 


Take it from Chef J. Gamboa: Between these covers is an adventure of taste, 
as well as answers to questions you've always wanted to ask 


It Must've Been Something I Ate" 
-Jeffrey Steingarten, Knopf, 2002 


Vogue's food critic writes short and informa- 
tive essays on tuna belly, the differences be- 
tween sea salts from all over the world, the 
slaughter of a pig in the south of France, 
espresso, duck liver, serious beef and much 
more. In short, things you always wanted to 
know about certain foods but didn’t know 
‘whom to ask. 

iorosstror pon 


“This is the stutt o real writing 
Bourdam is a great original Salon Sunday 


ou A E 


ony Bourdain 


3 
Tour x. 


By the author of Kitchen Confidential 


‘A Cook's Tour, In Search 
ofthe Perfect Meal’ 
-Anthony Bourdain, Bloomsbury, 2002 


Haggis (steamed sheep's stomach stuffed 
‘with oatmeal, and other internal organs), bat- 
tered and deep-fried Mars Bar in Glasgow, 
Scotland, the still-beating heart of a cobra in 
Saigon, lamb testicles in Morocco, and sea cu- 
‘cumber liver in Tokyo. Bourdain eats every- 
thing you wouldn't and will explain it so that 
you will never have tol 


MARIO BATALI 


"BaBBo 


COOKBOOK i 


‘The Babbo Cookbook’ —Mario 
Batali, Clarkson Potter, 2002 


Mario Batali is the king of weird meats, and is 
thus my hero! Pork and beef cheeks, oxtail 
and ox tongue all share a special place in his 
menu alongside the usual duck liver, veal 
chop and osso bucco. His dishes are all origi- 
nal and quite well thought-out combinations. 
What you see in the book are literally what 
you see at his restaurant, Babbo. 


whatica 
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SQUARE scooper 


— 


pa 


tools 


of the trade 


glove that can withstand up to 
550°F of boiling oil! No kidding! 
Pick up a potato in boiling water 
with ease and confidence. Espe- 
cially useful for bakers! 


Square scooper 

This is my latest kitchen tool. I 
got it at a restaurant supply store 
în Singapore last month. Just 


E 


IPEER 


don't use white-looking ice 
creams with it, because people Balinesemortarandpestle | 
fend to think youre scooping out  Thiswasagiftfommygoodpal | 


butter! 1 also heard that they 
makea pyramid shape, too, gotta 
get that sol 


Microplanezester 

This isa crossover kitchen tool. 
I used to be found only in hard- 
ware stores for sanding down 
wood, but is now found in profes- 
sional kitchens everywhere! 
"Think of it as a very finé and very 
sharp cheese grater, guaranteed 
to get just the zest and leave the 
bitter white pith of any citrus. 


Orka silicone gloves/ 
oven mitt 


Do away with wet and nasty 
kitchen towels, and get yourselfa 


Ge ing with the Frail 


A Wiundering Broa Y. 


‘Going with the Grain: A Wandering 
Bread Lover Takes a Bite out of Life’ 
—Susan Seligson, Simon & Schuster 
2002 


‘Travel to Morocco and see the thousand-year- 
old communal bakeries; to Jordan and bake 
bread in the middle ofthe dessert; Maine for 
the home of Wonder Bread and the world's 
largest bakery; and Brooklyn, NY, for kosher 
matzo bread made by Chasidie Jews. 


and seafood goddess, Chingling 
‘Tangco, from Bali. Its great for 
making spice pastes and pesos. $, 
The surface is a bit rough and pro- ^ 

motes a grinding—instead of a 
pounding——action. Get one! è 


Pizzelle maker E * 
"Want to make your own ice 
cream cones? People did in the 
old days. They filled the inside of $ > 
‘one of these conu 
batter and placed it over a fire. 
When the batter set—but before 
it became crispy—it was draped 
over a cone-shaped mold or cup. 
‘After a few minutes, the batter 
became crisp and they had their 
homemade ice cream cones. 


ptions with 


"What Einstein Told His Cook" 
—Robert L. Wolke, Norton, 2002 


A professor of chemistry explains food science 
in a practical way: Why cooked foods tum 
brown? Why salt rhe water for boiling pasta? 
Is your balsamic vinegar real? What's umami? 
Why is red meat red? How do nonstick pans 
work? A quick read will help you understand 
and appreciate your cooking a little more. 
Now you'll know what the pros know! 


See Sa A SE 
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ORKAProsilicone glove 


Chef J. Gamboa reveals 
the most desirable 
kitchen gadgets 


ŻTHE FRENCH LAUNDRY COOKBOOK : 


ro 


ps. aae 


FOTO ertor presion 


"The French Laundry Cookbook’ 
—Thomas Keller, Artisan, 1999 


"The French Laundry" would easily score three stars on the Mich 
Guide if they did rate restaurants in the US. Meaning: Everything is 
and should be perfect from the reception, the linens, flatware, glass- 
ware, service, and of course, the food. At this level, you should not be 
able to complain about anything. This is the land where a small dice is 
xacily % x Yax Ya inch, nothing more or less. Read this and you will be 
amazed how they do it day in and day out. 
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BALINESE mortar and pestle (above), 
and Pizzelle maker (left) 


seoros BETOYJOHNSON 


‘Fast Food Nation: What the all- 
‘American meal is doing to the world" 
—Eric Scholosser, Alen Lane the Pen- 
guin Press, 2001 


More and more people take their meals for 
granted, a quick stop by the local KFC, McDo, 
and BK will do. Learn how the fastfood giants 
systematically changed the world’s dining 
habits. Engineered French fries, E. coli 
(01572117, Happy Meals, and the true story be- 
hind Ray Krocs global success. 
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Commercial 
overload 
annoys even 
ad people 


DVERTISING is a P60 billion-a-year business, 
Am 40-50 percent of that is spent for radio- 

television commercials. No wonder, every- 
where we turn, we're bombarded with ads, not only 
on radio-TV but also in newspapers and magazines. 


, Drummettes, Panini Fingers with Tuna and 
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Chefs’ special anniversary recipes 


FLAVORS Magazine celebrates its 
fourth year with a special an- 
niversary issue featuring recipes 
specially prepared for the occa- 
sion by the chef-friends. 

Chef Junjun de Guzman of the Center for 
Asian Culinary Studies offers party pica-pi- 
cas: Oven-roasted Potatoes ‘with Smoked 
Chorizo Topping, Pita Triangles with Fried 
Garlic, Tomato and Burnt Parmesan, BBQ 
Mini Short Ribs, Sun-dried Tomatoes on Na- 
chos, Eggplant Rollups with Spicy Sausage, 
Shrimp Wansuy Toasties, Roasted Chicken 


Celery Filling and Vegetarian Tartlettes, 
Chef Joey Carbon of The Heritage Hotel 
Manila has come up with bite-sized dessens, 
gourmet style: Baklava, Crême Brulée, Choc- 
mut Medallions, Cheese Crêpes, Panna Cotta 
with Dulce de Leche, Hazelnut Sandwich, But- 


lent chef Eugene Raymundo's contri- 
bution is the Ultimate Apple Pie, a com! 
tion of three classic ways of making apple 
pie—French, American and the more elegant 
Tarte Tatin, 

Featured chef is Patricia Mendoza-Mesina 
of Kulinarya, Cascada and Timpla restau- 
rants. She shares recipes for Tilapia Fingers, 
Camaron and Mango Sdlad, Kesong P 
and Garlic Longganiza Pizza and Fresh 
Lumpia Ubod with Grabstick. 

Also featured are new menu offerings of 
‘Temple Bar, longgo dishes in Flavors of Ba- 
colod, nata de coco dishes and Pixie Sevilia- 
Santos’ FAQ on olive oil. 

‘The anniversary issue also carries a story 
on Hotel PonteFino and a step-by-step les- 
son on how to make homemade cologne. 

Flavors, which sell for P85, is a monthly 
publication of Tower Publishing Inc. Call 
7523551, 3556 and 57, or email flavors- 


‘Take note, for example, of the recent boom in outdoor billboards, 
posters and streamers. Even the pages of school notebooks and writ- 


ing pads are not spared. 
———_ Nowevenad people 
are concerned about 
THE the advertising gluton 
!CONSUMER TV or what they call 
“television advertising 
clutter” At the Ad- 
board forum we at- 
tended last week, we 
found out that the ad 
industry E ha a 
covenant that suppos- 
lo? edly limits the airing 
rje of TV commercials toa 
Marietta maximum of 18 min- 
Velasco Giron wes per program 
————__ hour The problem, 
however, is that this self-imposed regulation 
does not cover plugs and announcements, 
and other unpaid spots. 

‘Why limit the ads on television? Raul Al- 
varez, president of the Philippine Association 
of National Advertisers (Pana), cites the fol- 
loving findings of a previous study on con- 
‘sumer attitude to TV clutter: It is an intrusion. 
on viewing; viewers tend to switch channels 
of leave the room while the ads are airing; it 
lowers OTS (opportunity-to-see) for ad mes- 
sages; and it may create a negative attitude 
toward the ads. 

The Adboard is undertaking a new study on 
‘TV clutter and how it affects advertising re- 
call. Results will be released in November. In 
the meantime, Alvarez is asking Pana mem- 
bers and associates to abide by the 18-minute 
maximum commercial load until the results 
of the study are released. 


Truth in advertising 
TV hittet labura hr concern eal 
so hin shout ads drar are false, dereptve 
Mu eds Una Be AE. 
board forum last week failed to satisfactori- 
ines ec 
D > questions asked by 
TV ‘clutter’ members of the me- 
dia, for example the 


isan claims of some prod- 
a P ucts that papaya can 
intrusion whitendarkskin. 


Some of the con 

cerns we should have. 

on raised, ‘but unfomu- 
nately didn't think of 
at the right time, in- 


viewin, 
LEFT S following: 


deceptive ads featur- 
Sopeople $E and Pst 


food servings (the ac- 
tend ial produet s a poor 

" copy of what is in the 

to switch advertisement); false 
claims about health 

channels and cosmetic prod- 


ucts; misleading hy- 

pes, structural stabili- 
ty of billboards, controversial ads on the 
Metro Rail Transit rains, code of ethics ofthe 
advertising industry, and more. 

Nevertheless, being part of the forum was a 
time well spent with people rhat shape con- 
sumer tastes and values. Praises are in order 
for the initiative of the Advertising Board to 
hold the series of media meetings to discuss 
concerns and share information. 

We personally thank Pana president R. Al- 
warez, Adboard corporate secretary Matec Vil- 
Janueva, and Jun T. Perez of the outdoor ad- 
vertising sector, 

"We urge consumers to send their com- 
plaints and comments about advertising to 
the Adboard. For information, call 8104873 
and 8134398, or send e-mail to Adboard ex- 
ecutive director Oscar Villanueva at ad- 
board@info.com.ph 


Fastfood complaints 

‘We received the following e-mail from 
Carmela T, a concerned mother who travels 
frequently to the north with her family: 
“Please call the attention of the owners of 
these two fastfood chains. One is a burger 
stop in SM Pampanga, where flies were all 
over the place on the two occasions I brought 
my kids there. If the owners cannot afford 
secticides, they can at least provide the wait- 
ers ly-swatters. 

"The other one is KFC at the Nepo Mall in 
Angeles City and KFC at Robinson's Angeles, 
which seemed to have run out of soda during 
the times we ate there. At the Angeles branch, 
they offered us iced tea and lemonade, but we. 
wanted soda.” 

(We are forwarding copies of Carmela T's 
complaints to the concerned fastfood offices.) 


Email the author at mgiron@i-mani- 
laccomph, 


D. i don eal steak 


É se grabbing a Cake har reesh you 
A 


ter Rum Pecan Slice and Raspberry Flan Tarte magazineyahoo.com. 


"og 3 ay 
We es. 


A 
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‘$0 WHAT COKE - 
YOU, REALLY? 


Did you know that it's easy to tell 
sonitone's character by the things 
he or she likes? Take the quiz 
below and be surprised how much 
your tasto telis a lot about who 
you are and, mostof all what Coke 
will best refresh you. 


What woutd you wear on a big date? 

A. A classy, al-black ensemble. 

from top to toe 

Whatever's loose and 

comforlable. 

C. Preppy slhouelte that's 
dominiantly neutrals 

D. Body-hugging that wa show 
your assets 


» 


Who are the artists on your CD rack? 
A. Maroon 5, Atela Keys 

B. Hoobastank, Incubus 

C. Dashboard Confessional 

D. Ministry of Sound, Ibiza 


What do you read? 
A. Newspaper and novels, 

8. Independent tes 

C. Comics and scH 

D. Magazines and set-help books 


How do you tke your steak? 
A. Welkdone 

B. Rare 

C. Modium-are 


What ls your dream cen phone? 

A. The fess complicated. the better 

8: Sometneng inat no one else has 

C. Wilh ots af games and software 
to oparate 

©. Streamtned, vith lots of stylish 
covers 


What's you dream car? 
A. Anylteng inat has four wheels and 
me 


How wat you pose in your yearbook 

photo? 

A. Sometteng that mommy would 
hang on the wall 

B. Wacky and crazy. weh tongue 
shckang out 

C. You realy dont care 

D. Gramorous, 2most tke a 

‘magazine photo shoot 


Novi. the tun pat, Belowts an assessment 
‘of your personatty profe. Find out which. 
‘one you ere based on your answers 
above. As s banus, vie Vo siso wien 
ovn which Coca-Cola bost describes 
ang sults you. Aer a3, nere s nolfung 


Mostly A 
Vaid a csi. Everyone tede I easy 
i aaeoa You ina coy 1o gol 

Sl evenboay You ing h casy to qe 
bay fiends avah n the mosi ree 
pisces 


Sotospesk yor kke tia Regular Coke. 
Fha ani very has tes id 


Mostly B's 

‘Youre onthe vad side. You We to explore 
nenplacas, and you love Ine outdoor, 
‘You ind saiistacion In expermenting, 


Er Tra eres aye 
Somen oar f o 


you were a Cole, you'd be Chery Coke- 
‘There's ahvays a Cherry wild vide in you! 


Mostly C's. 
You vé got a lot going for you coz you've 
gotit Just ight, You alvas see tho fun 
Side of things. Easy gg and humorous. 
‘surely no porty wi De the same vilhoul 
you. 


You're dafitay a Vanita Coke-youhave. 
ust the nght touch of vanila. 


Mostly D's 


Gea Cola, 
1.5 Litres 


fa "M 3 Now available in leading 
petted uc dps supermarkets and groceries; 
tota good fo you, You 

phanomienoni 

Cola Lii bast suds you. I 
Core bu thtess inan 1 cora, s good 
{or you. 
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DOME Café founders Phil May and 
Patria Jafferies were motivated by 
passion for producing the finest 
cup of coffee when they opened the 
first Dome Café in Perth, Australia 
in 1990. 

With assistant general manager Andrew 
Hillyar at the helm, Dome Café franchises all 
over the world are trying to sustain that pas- 
sion, 

‘At Dome, every cup of coffee is made from 
100 percent arabica beans, using the best 
equipment. 

But Dome serves more than just coffee. It 
also has am extensive menu ranging from 
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More than just a coffee place 


DOME' Iced aperitif to main courses to desserts. 

Cappucino Hillyar is very hands-on in running the 

toppedwith café. He says there are three things people a 

Whipped Cream Took for in cafés and restaurants—value for Mm Poe Seat n 
andjelly jj money quality ingredients and quality food, ATE 


and great servite. 7 FLOURLESS Chocolate Cake 


Strategically situated at the comer of Ayala 
Avenue and Sen. Gil J. Puyat Avenue (Buendia), 
The Columns, Ayala Avenue, conveniently places 
| | its residents at a prestigious address that is within 
THE 
WI 


business,commercial and entertainment hubs. 
The ground floor will have an enviable mix of ^. ~. 
cafés and restaurants with al fresco dining. sigim 


E mes walking distance to Makati's most important 


EE 


“gupuyatavenue ETE A 


mer 
* The Recreational Club, which stretches across the 7th floor 


podium of all three towers, provides the most completo: 
line-up of amenities among all other residential buildings 
in Makati. 


Sterling record, Developed by 
Community Innovations, Inc., an 
‘Ayala company, residents of The 
Columns, Ayala Avenue can be 
assured of quality property 
VU management and Ayala's track 
| recordin delivering on ts promises. 


— 


Midas 


How would you like to liva jus wo feat from the post office, hospitals, banks, churches, and schools? 
Your wo fee, that is. 


THE COLUMNS, Ayala Avenue is fast ising athe corner of Ayala and Son. Gil Puyat Avenues A short walky 
a mero hop liom Ma cinemas, testouratis, and shops of Aydla Center. Imagine living where tho only 
Senice you rely need to get around are the ones you were bom wilh. And maybe a nice pair of shoes 


THE COLUMNS, Ayala Avenue is the ideal address for young, urbon achievers who want to be near it alll 


COMMUNITY 


NAGVALIONS ING, 
An AYALA Company 


HLURD cesse ta selt nio, 071 


Coll tel. nos. 750-0484, 750-0471, and 849-0551 


or email s o cisolerGoyolalond.com. ph or visit vs ol www.communityinnovations.com.ph for more information. 


Model unii available før viewing à Gloria 4, Ayla Conr. oa nae 


BARBECUED pork chops 


Aside from coffee, Dome also offers other 
beverages from Twining teas to San Miguel 
beer to Australian red and white wines. 

Dome has branches at Greenbelt 3, 4th 
Floor (7283431); The Podium, ground floor 
(6875918); Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Level 1 
(6359746): and Solid Mills Building, ground 
floor (8136672). 


Make ‘merienda’ 
more interesting 


THE REGGIE Aspiras School of 
Culinary Arts announces its sched- 
ule of classes for the week. 

Oct. 15—Reggie's Merienda (all new): Ban- 
gus and Quesong Puti Lumpia, Saffron Arroz. 
Caldo with Lechon Manok, Pan de Sal Bar with 
three flings: quesong puti and Herbs, Sardine 
and Eggplant Paté, Chicken Liver and Fruit 
Pané, Black Sotanghon in Olive Oil, White 
Chocolate and Caramel, champorado with 
Chocolate Truffle Sauce with Mixed Toppings 
(bacalao Chips, tuyo and Beef Flakes), Pandan 
Guinataan, buko pandan Shake 

Oct. 16—0f Frappucino, Smoothies and 
Cookies (all new): Learn the secrets ro malke- 
ing smoothies and frappucinos. Over 12 
recipes for cold coffee and smoothie conco 
tions, plus six of the best Chocolate Chip 
Cookies: soft, chewy, crunchy, giant, white 
chocolate and macadamia and peanut buiter 

‘Oct. 18—Metzes and Tapas, little dishes 
from Greece and Spain (all new)—Tapas 
calamares of Baby.Squid with two sauces; 
tapas of Tenderloin, Mushroom and chorizo; 
Assorted Spanish empanadas (chorizo and 
mushrooms); Tortilla Española; almondigas 
in Garlic Sauce; Metzes: Shrimp with Feta, 
Spinach and Eggplant Balls with Yogurt Dip, 
Cheese Stuffed Squash Flowers, Greek Meat 
Balls with Eggs in Lemon Olive Oil, Greek- 
style Onion Rings with Yogurt Dip, two kinds 
of Feta Spread on homemade olive bead, 

Oct. 20—My Favorite Carrot and Rum Cake 
Recipes—Carrot Cakes: Meringue with 
Cream Cheese Sauce, with Mixed Nuts and 
Fruits, with White Chocolate Truffe Frosting; 
Rum Cakes: French Vanilla, Chocolate, Citrus 

Call 9289296, 9273008, 6335162 0r 0917- 
8399888. 


New packaging 
Jor food products 


TETRA Pak has come up with 
the world's first retortable car- 
ton package as an alternative 
to tin cans. 

‘Terra Pak commercial director Jojo 
Guintu says the square Tetra Recart 
package can keep beans, fruits, vegeta- 
bles and soups, among others, for up to 
24 months. Retortable means the pack- 
age can be used for products that have to 
undergo a heating process as part of the 
food preservation procedure. 

‘Available in 400 ml size, the new 
package has laser perforation, making it 
easier for consumers to open it without 
need ofa can opener or scissors, 

Since its introduction about two years 
ago, Tetra Recart packages are now used 
for pet [ood and vegetables in France. 
Hormel Foods Corporation in the United 
States has been converting its packaging 
from cans since July, specifically its 
Hormel Chili and Stagg Chili. Larry Vor- 
pahl, Hormel Foods vice president and 
general manager of grocery products, 
Says the Tetra Recart package offers such 
advantages as portability, easy opening 
and pouring, and convenient, spacesav- 
ing stackabili- 


y d 
The packe Eo 
aging coss 

Jess than tin 

cans, and the f 

products ae 


preservative- Ñ 
Fee, voor LS. 
adds thar con- gS. 


sumer — e 
search shows 
a clear prefer- " 


ve 
ence for the, Si de 
new package. uy 4 
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ITALIAN feast 
in Jakarta saspi 
/D3 M 


PLACE softened butter, parsley, tarragon and PLACE clingwrap onasmooth surface.Addthe FORM alogand refrigerate untilfirm. MEANWHILE, pound chicken breast fillet until thin 


lemon juice ina bowl. Mix well, butter mixture and wrap. and lat. Be careful not to tear the meat. Season 
with salt and pepper. 
Chicken with melt-in- our-mouth |. 
ACNE / PIMPLE TREATMENT -WART AND. 
The Cold (CYST REMOVAL + SKIN PIGMENTATION 
2 TREATMENT (MELASMA) CHEMICAL PEELING 
War did not | DIAMOND peet- Skin Tone Reenencizen 
^ | CRYSTAL BRASION - HAIR GROWTH AND SCALP 
A prevent this | TREATMENT: NON-SURGICAL FACELIFT- FACIAL CLEANSING WITH OR 
ha WITHOUT COLLAGEN INFUSION - OTHER COSMETIC SURGERY 
Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes out ofthe meat. Eastern 


PROCEDURES E2 


‘TheDermatologicaClinic 
jat @ 10 am - 5 pm 
yat. Makati City. 


Photos by Roger Carpio "Its a bit tedious to make, but 
truly delicious and fling." sas European 


ANY people Madrid. i 
Mis know the , The chicken breasts, by hem; dish from 


dence" pe seles are soson bitte eal p 
i be- treasure, as everyone who has i 
tween Chicken a la Kiev -utea the aih knows, ishiddeaie OCC ONDE 
and Chicken Cordon side. a favorite 
Bleu. Madrid, in her preparation, . 

Actually they are quite similar as fied the white meat with in many 
in preparation since they areboth Fomatic parsley and tarragon : 
madea de boned enicken breast Come put chies) and bone: COUNTIES 
mustard. fillet, lightly rolled [hen you slice the 
$ inbreaderumbsand chicken, the melted 
inbreadeumbsand | ep BY STEP. borer is released- 


golden brown. The 


% c Magnolia 


dieta ud Gold Buter softened l 
Chicken Cordon Bleu has 3tbspparsley, chopped DENNIS TRILO 
sliced ham and cheese for filling, 2 ‘SP tarragon Special Mall Show 
while Chicken a ia Kiev is stuffed 2 tbsp lemon juice t7 
with butter. gus Magnolia Chicken Breast 
iler 


“Chicken a la Kiev is ofen il 
stuffed with a chilled chunk of ets! 
herbed butter. The edges (are) “A'SPPEpper — 
fastened so the butter won't es- per eater 

ree chpe: joking,” rie rp ae 
SLICE butter egualyintofiveportions.Place Ape during cooking saye Camie 7 pes eggs, sgh bearen 
talefbccerionghwisemeachiee, o Madrid, produer application pe 1 Japanese Bread cue 
leaving '4 inch borders on each end. Tuck the "The breast is dipped in egg. Magnolia Nutri-oil for deep 
‘ends of thefillet and oll themup. Make sure ^ ien breadcrumbs and fried unu] YNE 
e a e e e e EE ames 
flc Chior seat 30 m e 


For suggestions, e-mail the au- 
thor at vbaga inguirercom.ph. 


‘THEN rollin bread crumbs. Freeze for at 
least four hours. 


[3 


BL BL dL TO TOL, 


10% INTEREST. 
ONLY FOR CALLERS TODAY. 


INOIMONTHPYIDUES! 
INOEJOININGIEEES! 


FITNESS HOTLINE 8873533 
CELLPHONE 09178984744 


PERMANENT LASER HAIA REMOVAL. A! Io owes! price nthe 


DEEP-FRY for seven minutes or until golden 


DIP in beaten eggs brown. Serve immediately. 


pampering exolaing troaimoni that loaves you 


Sal 


‘SKIN WHITENING, Tha imate body whoring programme for 
Tamant, smooth skin. 


SKIN HOTLINE 8871331 arc. rcnt «ssn teme eme 
CELLPHONE 09164090312 So cuia RET 


| “SKIN WHITENING on all Full Programmes. 
Only for callers today. 
CONSULTATION with our In-house Dermatologist 
»^ every Bosnae 


wewalmemermedécomah © 
nar etilimmerswo rid. com. ph, LEGA’ 


"EENTCINTIS-HOYINI: ALABANG 7750506/09 183912510: BINONDO” Ri a 
MARU TERI LGG DUM MESAMAL E CUISSON a 


=n 


————— 


FOXTROT BY BILLAMEND 


TT HAVE To BE Some 
WHERE in 10 MINUTES 
AND T NEED THE CAR. 


PETER, THANK — MOM, 
GOODNESS You WHAT'S 
ANSWERED. WRONG? am sret? 
TM On ty WAY 
Wo [nove ravsr Putten 
ONTO ELM STREET. 
n 
E h 
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A. LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 
FATAY? 26 N\ DAVE SA PAMI 
WGKA HIG IG INGA &"72ffh« 
LKSKAHIEPITAN NUE IG a T 


SA Fed CoV PONS: 


FOOD COUPONS... 


BRITTNEY’S MOM IS FIXATED| — SHES ALREADY 
ON HER BECOMING ATINY | TAKEN STEFE TO 
TOTS BEAUTY QUEEN SURE. 
SMILE 


THAWATID KA " CHINESE NGAPALA ^ 7 
T. NA NAMIN, IGNO. UNG UNDCADI MO ANO? M Namie 
NAMAN KAMING IEDIO KAHAWIG: | TAPOS SA AMIN KA 
I oS" NRCS dv ENDS A 


‘SA FENG SHUI. 


SRE WHAT ARE 
Nou GONG Ue? 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


‘STILL WAHiNG FoR 
MuR PURPOSE IN 


HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 
OU BORN TODAY You are carta composed. You don't Iie to go overboard in any direction. You gauge 


your responses to others. You Ike t glan ahead and alow enough tme for things: (You dont eie nap You 
andie authority with dignity and an element of reserve, An important choice awaits you this year. Choose wise- 


| 
Birtndate ot: Dwight Eisenhower 34th US president; Isaac Mizrahi, fashion desianer: Roger Moore, actor. 
(@N nns aren 2t 1o GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
Arii 18); Ths particu- dune 20): You love 22): Are you ear in 

iar New Moon offers Games and pleasant di- your communication 

you an opportunity to Versions: More than Wath others? Tis New 
thinkabouthowyoucan improve most, you wil remain chidikeali Moon's the perfect time to think 
Your closest nencships and pat- your hle What eanyoudotoln- about tweaking and improving re 
fersips Shige te kid win you? fations with siblings and relatives. 


TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 to 
May 20): Think about July 22): You like your VIRGO (ug. 2310 
two things that you can. home to be a warm, Pe Sept. 22): There's an 
gp enormous emphasis on 


oto improve your job 
(or perhaps, to improve 
your enjoyment of your job). Think 
‘small, but follow through on your 


cozy nest. You likea 
well-stocked fridge and 
‘an abundant garden. This is the 

‘one New Moon of the year to adopt 


‘cash flow now in your 
lite. Four planets plus 
the New Moon call attention to how 


ins MEA pese! you earn and spend your money 
DaAiLY CROSSWORD Dare 
MAP 
FA 
Hon ion ir 
wos o TTT — 9 — M erri Nar, 
1 Whale wacker | bra. Make three resolutions you 
dem can adopt to improve your ie. 
papam ff d 
tiis boca SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
BI : Loto 
= Mog redno ot 
htt fF HE PO eta oa 
E fief pets by 
seem PT] youssityousan nie mah 
20 Sio Mer. = ahead, give yourself at least halt an 
F ans a fonra Sa bese 
somes E 
e 
Esc SASITIARIUS o 22 
Eis Moe 21 Your saai 
MM calendar is packed 
ene DF Sot Everybody wants 
Sie ee to see your face. I's 
cl E "T-[.] important to hang out with quality 
Soiree 7 E pode 
em. E 
rd CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
A1 Miltary units wa Q to Jan. 19): Al eyes are 
pied Podda peop nores 
TEP eoupo Yeu TAR pout 
oiam Sm When yous essed me mam- 
M r Boy iad fey aye mon 
seer Sale 
$e Ras eca MERE 
ELE oa Fen. 18: Now mor 
LETS f ovd; te impotan 
ae eem Ere on yo 
cues um Ean eroana vour wira 
Ep Bee me D rr 
erent), "sone Nog ata broaden yor a 
63 Option word 18 Tempe. x mjali] zons! 
Fm dn 
iur — Romem BUDE 
element 24 Banery eminal [olle fv Bad hesBu PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
simu. Sieietay purpurei Marea 206 You fesi un- 
En EE TSR pco dd 
vw 27 Tates sunek intense about practical- 
— 9 ttum. ly everything. You feel. 
com «adv Hebel SOSmodasa romantic, and atthe same ime, 
1 Made a tap concoctions Bas 53 Deep cut you might be hiding a secret. 
ee smene altum Homes 
tare soe Sica Srey 
FEE A re 
I-A B Rr 
Ic EE P E Sotme 
= E Em Em 


DONT WORRY, 
MoocH, IT WON'T 
TAKE Too LONG To 
MIGRATE 
SOUTH. 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
INAY ANd Po ANG ULAM Pugo GULAY. AT AND MAGPAPAWALA 
NATIN MAMAYA? PARA MÁS MA- — NAMAN ANG 
SUSTANSIYA.. À BALAK MONG 


GAWIN? 


LOVEKNOTS 


MRS- PRESIDENT, AYON Po SA 
SOCIRL WERTHER. STATIONS 
SURVEY, 15.1% PNG evm: 
WALA FONG KINA- 


'O, ISANG BESES SA ISANG! 
PRMD LANG KUMAKAIN” 


TULDOK BYPAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 
You Mex BE 
EXPENSIVE 
ates 
ME, YOU 
-S none 
ZF 
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An incredible ie 
Italian meal 


—in Indonesi 


go to 
Jakarta, 
ne E 


try Scusa 


By Pam Pastor 7 "p 


; Jp EALS are made memorable by dif- 5; 
ferent factors—the people you are 
with, the occasion, the ambience. 
‘so far, I have had two really unforgettable, 
incredible meals. Incredible meal No. 1 was at 
Beijing's Green T. House in 2002. We feasted 
on Field of Dreams (Chinese pear slices 
topped with green tea mustard, walnuts and 
feta cheese), tuna and caviar on rose petals, 
eggplant with mixed vegetables, nuts and 
cheese, black tea roast duck, lamb with 
cheese and onion, six kinds of mushrooms, 
mixed seafood with green tea garlic sauce, 
pork and vegetable green tea dumplings, 
fresh apple juice, jasmine tea beer and green. 
tea ice cream. Although that dinner now 
seems like a faraway dream, 1 will never for- 
get the explosion of flavors. 
‘Incredible meal No. 2 was the Italian din- 
ner Tenjoyed at Scusa in Jakarta. 


Beautiful restaurant 

Scusa (it means excuse or pretext in Ital- 
ian) is InterContinental MidPlaza Jakarta's 
beautifully designed Italian restaurant. The 
interiors are a marriage of the modern and el- 
egant, classy and casudl. 

We sat down for a late dinner with the ho- 
tel’s director of sales and marketing Raymond 
Pereira and Scusa's Chef Luca Pezzera. 

‘Thiny-three-year-old Chef Pezzera, who 
worked for Emirates Towers Hotels in Dubai 
before joining InterContinental MidPlaza 
Jakarta, created the mouth-watering and au- 
thentic italian menu of Scusa. 

Our unforgettable meal began with Oven- 
baked Australian Scallops served with 
sautéed spinach, olive oil and hollandaise 
sauce. The scallops were large, plump and 
Juicy, made even tastier by the sauce. 

"Pinoys may have the habit of leaving the 
last piece untouched on the plate but I 
couldn't resist. I needed that second serving. 
‘That scallop was calling out to me. 

"When the scallops were gone, we attacked 
a platter of Scusa Antipasti that would make 
anyone drool. It was a delightful array of 
shrimp, shellfish, ham and vegetables—the £ 
perfect introduction to the many flavors of 
Scusa. 

The Asparagus and Garlic Shiitake Salad 
with Crispy Pancetta was a revelation. The 
texture of the crunchy bacon contrasted per- 
fectly with that of the dressing-kissed mush- 

rooms and vegetable leaves. 

‘Sinful was the Foie Gras Ravioli with 
Creamy Parmesan Cheese Sauce. It was rich 
and flavorful. My mouth still waters when 1 
think about it. 


CER altenative—it was heaven for the palate. It 
4 was juicy tender and bursting with flavor. 
By the time Chef Pezzera put portions of his 
À yummy Risotto with Porcini Mushrooms, Red 
* Wine Reduction and Veal Jus on our plates, 
we were already full. But the meal wasn't over 
yet. 

Pereira who is, not surprisingly a big fan of 
the food in Scusa, heightened the dining ex- 
perience by talking about the dishes as we en- 
joyed them. 1 was impressed—the man had a 
bottomless vat of synonyms for delicious. 

+ Delicious -is the perfect word for the 
s desserts we sampled. It was our last night so 
Chef Pezzera prepared a little of everything. 

We had Tiramisu, Candied Peach, warm 
Chocolate Cake and Homemade Ice Cream in 


Cheaper but just as good = ees dese eros 

Chef Pezzera was exceptionally proud of “sa. ~~ Tewas the ultimate indulgence. 
his Wagyu beef. And he should be. Wagyu, mam At that point, any form of diet —real, pseu- 
which has become a gourmet hit, is a less ex- do or imaginary—went flying out of the win- 
pensive alternative to Kobe beef. The steakwe ASPARAGUS and Garlic Shiitake Salad with Gow, E 
enjoyed that night did not taste likea cheaper Crispy Pancetta "The food was so good I felt like I was float- 


ing. And the conversation was so enjoyable 
ilc edid go up tour oom unt around 
Sam, That was the longest dinner ever. 

Back in Manila, I have had countless enjoy- 
able meal since that night in Scusa. Bat Tm 
$ sull dreaming abour those scallops. 

Scusa is at the second floor of InterConti- 
ental MidPlaza Jakarta JI. Jend. Sudirman M 4 
Kav. 10-11, Jakarta 10220. Cali (62-21) 251 UA 
CAE XGA ee 

5 b: Setar 


ta@interconti.com. 
(102m - 1200) 
ar 


"Little Ms. Festival" 
by A-Plus Chinese Schoo! 
(2pm - 5pm) 


October 17 
Globe Gizmo Day 

& "Dress up like Bratz" 
Show 

(apm - 5pm) 


E-mail the author at ppastor@inquir- 
excomph. 
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Free dish certificates p 


KIMPURA Japanese Restaurant celo- 
rates its 34th anniversary until Oct 23 by 
offering Bonus Dish on the Roll promo. 
Diners get Free Dish Certificates which 
may be used on their next visi to the 
restaurant, These free dish certificates are 
valid until Dec. 31, Kimpura is located at 
Glorieta 2, Ayala Genter, 
Makati Cy 
(8924456/8932307) and 
Greenhills Shopping Center, 
San Juan (7218816/8069). 


THE PENINSULA Manta’ Nieisen Restau- 
rant showcases Nelson's Oktoberfest until 
Oct. 26. Dishes include Beef Broth with Liv- 
ar Dumplings, Pork Knuckle with 
Dumplings, White Veal Sausage, Potato 
Pancakes, Cabbage Rolls, Marinated 
Camembert Cheese, Sreched Donuts and 
Profteroles filed with Cream. Call 8872888. 


EDSA SHANGRI-LA Monlla's Paparazzi 
features "Cucina Toscana" until Oct. 31 
‘Savor Tuscan cuisine like Scampi and 


Í DINING OUT 


Lardo on Toast, Risotto Al'uva e Chianti 
Rutina, Fusila Ala Toscana Cod in Elba 
Sauce and Fresh Asparagus prepared in 
several ways. Call 6347373/ 6338888. 


SUPER BOWL of China rewards its loyal 
patrons with the Superlcious Frequency. 
Card. Complete the re- 
quired number of visits to 
any Super Bowl of Cina 
branch and get Crispy 
Lemon Chicken or Super 
Bowi Combination Platter or Birthday Noo- 
les tor free. Until Nov. 5, every P300 min- 
imum order entitles a diner to a Superi 
cious Frequency Card, which wil be 
‘marked by the restaurant manager. Super 
Bowi of China s located at Megastrip. 
Megamall; Jupiter St, Bel-Air, Makati; Gio- 
rietta 4, Ayala Center; Chefs Avenue, Festi- 
val Mal, Alabang: SM City North Edsa; 
Eastwood City Walk 2, Libis, OC; and SM 
Fairview. The promo is also valid at Big 
Buddha Restaurant, Greenbelt 3, Makati. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY 


LIFESTYLE 


SENTRO has Introduced 22 new dishes to 
its menu. Among the standouts are the 
Maya-Maya Files, Fried Kesong Puti, and 
the Sweet and Sour Shrimp. Alsoin the 
menus Pinoy Osso Bucco, Lamb 
Caldereta, Grilled Chicken Steak, Tokwa't 
Belly that substitutes bangus belly for 
pork, Sinigang na Gulay, and Fish and 
Vegetable Torta. A member of the 
Chateau Group of Restaurants, Sentro 
1771 is at 2, Greenbelt 3, Ayala Center, 
Makati City; tel. 757394041 


THE LIC Restaurant Group brings back 
Ang Hang Restaurant to Remedios Circ, 
Malate. Guests paying n cash witha mi 
mum bill of P300 on food and drinks ville. 
‘extended a 20-percent discount. They vill 
also be awarded a priege card that wil 
enti them to the same 20 percent dis- 
‘count for their nex 20 visits, vaid uni Dec. 
31. Cal 5216682. 


RASA, the restaurant that has captivated 
diners atthe Coliseum Circe in Araneta 


f ae 


——— 
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+ Shang Plaza mall 
Mandaluyong Ciy 
Telephone 635.074 


+ Gloretta3 
Ayala Center Makati 
Telephone 867-4071 


—— 


LACOSTE 


+ Robinsons Place Manila 
Padre faura Wing 
Telephone s22 T78 


presents the flavors of Vietnam until Oct, 25. 
Specialties include Vietnamese Transparent 
Roll, Prawn Mousse on Sugar Cane, Duck and. 
Banana Flower Salad, Stir Fried Crab with 
Tamarind Sauce and Green Bean Cake. Call 
5515555. 


Center with its authentic Singaporean flavors, recently 
‘opened Rasa Express, its second outlet tthe Megas- 
trip of SM Megamall in Mandaluyong City. The menu 
boasts of rich and spicy chicken, seafood, pork, beef, 
fce and nootle-based tems. Must-try are the Crispy 
Chicken, Singapore Chili Crab, Saya Chicken Hor Fun, 
Japanese Beet Curry, Laksa, Fish with Ginger Sauce 
and Hainanese Chicken For dessert, there's ced 
Kachang and Singaporean Rhum Cale. Beverage 
i consist of Rasa's Iced Tea, a unique concoction sea- 
|. soned with dragon seeds and Tiger Beer, Singapore's 

famous ager. The restaurant is open cally from 10 

amtot2pm. 


 NEWSKYHIGH Restaurant offers lobsters, shrimps, 
‘garoupa, crabs, clams and big shell. Newskyhigh 
Restaurants located at 463 Remedios St, Malate, 
Manila. Call 5241728/ 5242765. 


BORACAY Regency Beach Resorts Prince Hendrik 
Café offers salads and seafood, Call 5238707 to 08 


CHICKEN Ati-Atihan vill open at the Food Court 

| of Legarda Place on Legarda Street, Sampaloc, 
Manila on Oct. 29. The restaurant offers Pochero 

Espesyal, Sizzling Sisig, Sinuglaw and Binakhaw. 


OUTBACK Restaurant features great- 
tasting beef dishes in "Too Good Tenderloin.” 


‘Outback has branches at Glorietta 4, Makati 
Libis, QC; and Alabang Town Center. 


= zd 
SULO Hotel presents the Oktoberfest 
German Food event on Oct 25-29 at Café 
Paraiso. Dishes include Steamed Fish Braised 
in Whisky Cream Sauce, Chicken Fricasse 
with Vegetables, Braised Cured Porke 
Knuckles pitted prunes, Ragout of Beef 

© | Tounge, Franidureer Sausage în Sauerkraut 
i0 | andassorted German Cold Cuts. Call 
9245051 ol. 


+ The Power Pant Mall 
Rockwell Center, Makati 
Telephone 898-0933 


~ ThePodiam ADB Avenue o, 
Ortigas Center Mandaluyong C 
Dl re 


+ SMA City Davao, Quimpo Boulevard 
Barangay atina, Dorao Cy 
Tene (83) 3573510 


What should be done to the high-ranking 
AFP officials who are suspected of amassi 
* millions of pesos in ill-gotten wealth? 


Texters hus messages R printd in Tuesda/s IwaQBox wil each receiv an "Iguirer tshirt ü 


Joc. 218. Provincial winners can text: 
| Inquirer ad nameictyimating address 
to 


(aes 
GT o 285 os tne praes wil e mated o tor, 7 dy ES di 
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ARIEL Manuel 


vi 


GERARD Dubois. 


NORBERT Gandler 


TONY Palermo 


templating a career shift. 

Could 1 still be a chef? 
What makes a 
cook/chef? 


Is 40 years old and con- 


good 
TOM 


Well, Tom, I recall responding yes im- 
mediately to your first question, As for 
the second, 1 said I 

would have to get 
back to you. 

The only answer 
1 had then was pas- 
sion. But it seemed 
too vague cor 
ing how sacred the 
subject was and 
how important the 
answer might beto — / J| 
you, Afer all, it 7 
could be a life-al- 
tering decision. 

As [always do on 
KR, Itryto giveand. 
share the best of me with you, When 
doubt, Lmake sure that my facts and rec- 
commendations are thoroughly re 
searched, 

In this case, I asked my Kitchen Dream 
‘Team of Superheroes, the finest in the 
field, to come to the rescue. Here are their 


| KITCHEN 
; RESCUE 


Reggie Aspiras 


answers: 

Chef Gerard Dubois, pastry 
chef/managing director, La Rose Noire, 
Hong Kong. 


Yes. One must have the passion—just 
passion and nothing else! At 20 you need 
a job, at 40 you need passion, to be pas- 
sionate about what you do. I have quite a 
number of colleagues who started quite 
late and who are now thriving and doing 
well 

Chef Norbert Gandler, director for 
Culinary Pastry and Bakery Arts, Inter- 
national School for Culinary Arts and 
Hotel Management 

Yes. To be a good [chef], one must cook 
from the heart, He must eat well and en- 
joy good food and must be open-minded 
and willing to try everything, whether he 
personally enjoys it or not. Istill am not so 
fond of adobo but 1 appreciate it. A chef 
must keep his eyes open, not just when 
cooking but at all times. He must be 
aware and adventurous. While it is true 
that being a chef could be glamorous, itis 
[also] a lot of hard work. 

Chef Ariel Manuel, 
chef/owner, Lolo Dad's 

Yes, he must be passionate. He must 
cook from the heart. 

Chef Humphrey Navarro, assistant 
director for Culinary Arts, Internation- 
al School for Culinary Arts and Hotel 
Management 

Yes. There are five qualifications that 
make a good [chefl—heart, common 


[I 


executive. 


HUMPHREY Navarro. 


Life begins at 40 


Forlestsci emali us ac Hestlnquirercon ph 


‘Text us your feodback: 
Inquirer fe nameletyimassage to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


QUALITY OF LIFE: 
Improved with 
Desogestrel-contalning. 
Low dosed Pill 


Groatost 
Improvement 
soon In Sox Life 


Besos being an effective method of bith spacing, 


WOMEN'S 
HAIR LOSS 


STOPS AT SVENSON 


You may have a hair loss problem. 
Spot these basic signs: 


It may not be obvious but you 
could be suffering from hair loss. 
it appears as overall thinning 
(2 hair strands where 5 used to be) 
that seems unnoticeable...unti it 
gets worse, Don't feel helpless. 
Spot these signs right away and 
get proven hair loss solutions at 
Svenson International. Our 
treatments wil effectively eliminate 
‘the main cause of thinning and 
falling hair. We'll even restore 
fullness and give more body to 
your limp, wispy hair for a lush and 
healthier look 


Diffuse thinning of 
air all ove: the head 


Moderate hairloss on 
the crown or hairine 


Act now against hair loss. 
Svenson is on your side. 


contracoptive plis offer additional recognized 
benefits like reduction of menstrual 
abnorm: 'enorrhea, premenstrual 
‘syndrome, ote), reduction In Iron deficiency |- 
anemia, reduction In the risk of developing 
overlan 


Although proviously associated with non-positive 
effects such as irritability and mood changes, 


fear of unwanted prognancy and the resulting 
ow Incidence of psychological stross and 
Improved sexual experience aro probably koy 
‘lomants in tho improvement In psychological 
woll-boing while using tho Pills. Today, the 
most commonly used Pilis contain lower doses 
‘of hormones and with such, the incidence of mood 
changing side-effects seemed to decrease. 


A study in Germany in woman who used the low 
osad pli containing 20meg of ethinyestradiol | 
(EE) and 160me of desogestrel (DSG) evaluated 


quality of Ife. Quality of ife was assessed by 


Questionnalra before and afier 3 cycles of using 
the pill, Results showed that the 20meg EE + 
180mcg DSG pill had beneficiat effects on the 
kin, there was no signifiant change In body 
weight, and there were significant improvements 
for al the quality of life items which include 
improvement In physical health and general well- 
being. The greatest Improvemant was soon on. 
“sox fe and mood" (K Dlagarton, et al 2000). 


The20mcg EE + 150mog DSG pil was associated 
with improvements In qualty of life and patient 
satisfaction, probably as a result of factors such. 
as removing the worry of an unwanted 
pregnancy, shortonod duration of menses, 
alleviation of menstrual complaints and low 
Incidence of subjective sido-offocts. 


For qvatons, pioase consul your doctor. 
Ortoxto 0917-8523950 


Call us today! 
p Woman 
at 
Srensem 
. "cau. 892-HAIR (4247) 
ac a OM 


E O Womar ot Ea," JUI Fel ei Ur Cara 
Wa i. 1. M Wei e V orba Germ 


OUTRAG 
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Avoid the Christmas rush and save 
up to 50% on special items in the 
Edsa Central Payday Sale! 


Strii 


OCTOBER 22, 2004 ; 


Halloween Kiddie 


Costume Contest 


; "Come in your most * 
/beaultl fantasy costume \ 

‘and win' up Io P5,000 \ 

pesos in cash and 


at por! 
€. Central outlets and 


1 ipating 
į iyour.loot bags with 


‘costumes allowed! 


Q 


i Ea 


Trick or Treat 


Calling all moms and 
kids. Go trick or treating 
Edsa 


Ba o! with tons’ | ` show while having « fun, 
BN rud PECES he, Jace design panied onl 
SNe gf coméin stume: v adero de 
| Vifemenbermo scary CATS incueconumes ast S o ei 


UNBeAtABLe VALUE, PLEASANT SURPRISES! 


‘SF, Falsa Bag. M08 
VA Runo S, Legaspi € 
Vilage. Makati Cty 1200 

Tei #02- 177630 c 14 8 20 

Fax 02. 817575 


the effect of the pil on tha skin, body weight and |. 


answering the Quality of Life and Enjoyment |: 


Us '? 
OBER! 


‘at tHe FOOD CENTRAL, 


Dine with delightful music at our 
Food Central 


Soulfood Mood 
ings performs for Food Central 
diners. Grab a bite nowi 


b a magical and fun Halloween at Edsa Central! Bring the kids 
and enjoy fun activities guaranteed to fickle and treat your fancy! 


Funtasia 
Magic Show 


Spend a fun aftenoon at 
Edsa Central with jugglers, 
magicians, face painters 
fill | (' and mascots. Enjoy the 


EDSA CENTRAL 


Por DTINCR Permit No. A363 Series of 2004 


nfield District, Mandaluyong, 


| 
j 
i 
1! 
| 
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L Today, our cup overtiows with blessings. 
‘After 18 months of hard work and unbound 
enthusiasm, we have achieved goals that 
may have been daunting for others ~ but 
not for the excellent management and staff. 
of Mocha Blends. 


supported us along the way. We acknow- 
ledge the guidance and partnership of | 
Mocha Coffee of Australia, who set us up with their valuable training, 
first-rate products, and encouraging words. Paul Mannassis and his 
team did not just give us a cup of great coffee. They taught us how to 
make excellent cofíea. In turn, we developed our own Pinoy blend, 
Mahariika, which is now being enjoyed at our coffee shops by 
Filipinos and foreigners alike. We are elated at the exuberance of our 
franchise owners. Their faith in our brand and products fuel our own 
drive at research and development, in order to furnish them with more 
items and services that will help spurn the growth of their franchises. 


We are heartened to see coffee lovers enjoying a good cup in the. 
cozy and relaxed atmosphere of all our shops. Providing them a fow 
minutes of respite from the stresses of daily ife while sipping their 
favorito blend is reward enough. 


‘And finally, but certainly not the least, we are grateful for these blessings 
that the Lord entrusted us. Many hands have worked to bring about the 
success. But is only through His enabling that these same hands 
have been strengthened and inspired to give their very best. 


Congratulations to everyone at Mocha Blends! We give God the glory! 


Florante Dela Cruz 
Founder & President. 
Mocha Blends Corporation. 


My congratulations to Mocha Blends 
Corporation on reaching 30 outlets aller 
being in business for less than two years. 


‘The company has already established ts name 
in the growing coffee chain market in the 
Philippines with a mixture of Filipino and 
Australian flavour and style. Its partnership 


A oh. with Mocha Cofiee ld. a Sydney-based cofeo 


roasting company, continues to compliment its operations in the country. 


Australia is the Philippines" main source of roasted, unground decaffein- 
ated coffee representing a 52.5% market share in 2003. Australia has 
long been renowned for ts quality range of food products, technologies 
and services and in many ways is a perfect match for the vibrant 
Philippine food service sector. 


With the increasing prominence of the coffee culture in the country, | 
wish Mocha Blends all the best as it continues to expand its operations 
inthe market. 


Ruth Pearce 
Ambassador 
Australian Embassy, Manila 


‘Mocha Blends 


We drew inspiration trom all those who have |; 


Mocha Moments to Share 


...Have your favorite espresso and espresso-based concoctions in your side of town! 


Robinson's Metro East = SM Megamall * Tomas Morato = Robinson's Galleria = Circle C, Congressional Ave. = Shell Marcos Highway 
SM City North Edsa * SM Fiesta Strip, Baguio City = SM City Lucena = Eastwood City = Raffles, Emerald Ave. = Pearl Plaza, Pearl Drive * Shangri-La 
SM City Fairview * Katipunan = Adriatico = SM City Marilao = Malolos = Royal Place, Commonwealth = Star Garden Tower, Lucena = Robinson's Cainta 
Freedom Plaza, Shaw Blvd. = SM Pampanga = SM City Baguio = Padre Faura = J. Abad Santos (Wilson) = SM Dasmarifias 


Now 30... and still growing 


Now, there are 30 Mocha Blends outlets to satisfy the coffee craving of 
discriminating Filipinos. Some prefer a strong cup of joe, while others drown thelr 
daily stresses with latte. Yet whether hot or cold, bitter of sweet, plain or frothy, 
coffee lovers enjoy their ibation best when served Mocha Blends espresso style. 


And while taking sips of that flbvoriul brew, it would be interesting to stir up a cup. 
of history and look back at the origins of coffee. 


History of the Cup 
Indeed, coffee had rather quaint beginnings. tt was said to have been accidentally discovered by goats foraging in 
Ethiopia. A popular legend tells of a goat herder named Kaldi who observed that his goats were getting hyperactive. 
Upon investigation, he realized that they acted this way atter eating berries from a bush. Kaldi tried the berries for 
himself and sure enough, his energies were renewed. Pretty soon, the berries became very popular in the region, 


When monks heard about the berries, they dried the frit for easy transport to distant monasteries, Once 
there, they reconstituted the berries in water and ate the fruit. They also drank the liquid produced, which. 
proved very helpful in stimulating sleepy monks during their prayer time. 


Given this valuable invigorating quality, the coffee berry popularity started spreading to other lands. 
From Ethiopia, it found its way to the Arabian Peninsula, and was first cultivated in what today is the country of Yemen. 


From Yemen, it traveled to Turkey, where forthe first ime, coffee beans were roasted over open fires. The roasted beans were 
crushed, and then boiled in water, a prelude to more modern coffee processes enjoyed today. 


Venetian trade merchants were responsible for bringing coffee to the European continent. As its 
Popularity increased, coffee houses started sprouting up all over Europe. These quickly became 
venues for intellectual and creative exchange. 


Coffee came to the Americas in the 1700s, when a French infantry captain lovingly nurtured one 
small plant through the Atlantic crossing and transplanted it on the island of Martinique in the 

Caribbean. This one itie plant became the grandfather of over 19 milion coffee trees grown on the 
island within 50 years. It was not long before coffee crept into the rest of South and Central America, 


When the colonized United States protested against the excessive taxes on tea imposed by the 


British, coffee became their national drink. Since then, Americans have embraced the bean with 
such fervor that today; the coffee industry has reached annual sales on the multi-billion dollar ievel. 


‘The Brew from Down Under 
Perhaps due to European influence, Australians began 10 grow coffee commercially in the late 19th century. The fledging industry 

was starting to flourish when itwas interrupted by local labor unrest. But with the advent of modern harvesting methods in the early 
1980s, coffee production was re-established. With improved technology and machinery, Australian coffee became competitive with 


the beans from Brazil, Africa, Central America, and indonesia. 
| 


"COFFEES. 


Only the Arabica coffee variety Is grown in Australia. As this particular bean thrives 
in topical rainforest areas, coffee growing is concentrated on the country's tropical 
and sub-tropical eastern seaboard. 


One of Australia's foremost coffee masters is Mocha Coffee Lid. The company 
specializes in all aspects of café operations, such as supplying freshly roasted coffee 
beans to the wholesale trade throughout Australia and the Philippines, providing 
comprehensive barista training, distributing Elektra espresso coffee machines, 
supplying retail outlets with Mocha Coffee beans, chocolate coated coffee beans, 
loose-lea! teas, mocha chocolate powder, and all materials and support equipment. 


With Pau! Mannassis at its helm, this Sydney-based coffee roasting company 
with some 200 stores became the inspiration to create Mocha Blends in the 
Philippines. Mocha Coffee generously taught their own specially coffeo blends and provided Mocha Blends with the 
necessary training, from harvesting to retailing of coffee products. 


More Mocha Blends to enjoy very soon! g | 


San Fernando, La Union « Berkeley Square, Tandang Sora « Laoag City « Shell C5 « Home Depot « Tagaytay » Taytay, Rizal 


a The Filipino mocha 


T Mocha Blends officially started operations under Edsa Agro 
Industrial Corporation, a subsidiary of LAC Enterprises, Inc., 
The flagship company of Mr. Florante Dela Cruz. Himself its 
founder, president and driving force, Dela Cruz receives the 
ull and able support of an inde- 
fatigable team vastly skilled and 
experienced in the restaurant 
business and other related industries, 


The concept of Mocha Blends is to 
Serve excellent espresso coffee and 
espresso-based concoctions in a 
dining service environment. Its 
coffee, food and interiors are meant to offer the best of escapes, from the 
hurried world outside. A wondertl all-day destination where friends can meet 
and business associates can brainstorm. No queues, no rush. No second- 
rate brewed coffee here, just great java made the way it should be. 


Mocha Bends Corp Management: Ael Agha, Business Devolopont 
Manager Foresta Deis Cuz President CEO: Coochy Mamaciay Marttirg 
Manager Lus dal Cuz Managing Director Amala y Drecior or Franca 


Hot and Steamy News About Franchising 
Although they positioned themselves to cater to the upscale market, Mocha 
Blends was pleasantly surprised to see customers coming from all class brackets and age groups. And 
since it opened its first shop in Congressional Avenue in July 2002, Mocha Blends has been enjoying 
the loyal patronage of discriminating customers both in Metro Manila and the provincial areas. 


Central to Mocha Blends! expansion is its franchising program. Whether through kiosk or store set-up, the franchisee enjoys a. 
considerable amount of benefits accompanying this profitable business venture. Among them are the use of Mocha Blends business 
name and trade mark, utilization of Mocha Blends business systems, high quality product lines, low franchise fee, low royalty fee, site 
selection assistance and evaluation, raining, pre-opening assistance, grand opening assistance, post opening assistance, effective 
field service, marketing and promotional assistance, on-going operational suppor, procurement program, and operations manual. 


‘Bast solr Mocha Frost 


‘The Flavor and Aroma of a Business Opportunity 
The franchisees themselves are excited about their own shops’ growth. 


Cecil Ng operates the Mocha Blends franchise located at Pearl Garden Hotel in Adriatico, 
which is the first Mocha Blends presence in the city of Manila. It was when the hotel was 
renovating that Cecil's family decided to put a coffee shop at the lobby. Having tasted 
Mocha Blends selections, they became frm believers. And so these days, locals and 
foreign tourists alike enjoy their cup of coffee in this posh hotel setting. 

Colle lover Noel Mariñas had always dreamt of 
‘opening his own coffee shop one day. An oppor- 
‘unity came when his gasoline station located at 
Marcos Highway in Antipolo afforded the space needed to house the coffee shop. AS 
he also had a ready market of residents from the vicinity that usually filled up their cars 
with gas from his station, the question was just what coffee shop to put up. After visting 
a Mocha Blends branch at Robinson's, Noel instantly liked their coffee flavors. And the 
rest is Mocha Blends history. 


Fest Mocha Blends cott, Cie C, 


Ike Fioro used to be a frequent customer of an- 
othr coffee shop chain. He was becoming such 
a fixture that even the guards greeted him by name. Yet 
he was open to exploring other coffee tastes. And so 

when chance brought him to a Mocha Blends event, he 
was sufficiently impressed to acquire his own franchise. 


p 


"Today, his Mocha Blends shop at Eastwood City enjoys 
the patronage of office workers and executives in the Libis 
area., And sometimes, a celebrity or two comes into 
enjoy the cozy and quiet ambience with a cup of mocha. 


het Moros Highway 


"To each his or her cup. Noafs mug is usually filed with Café Mocha. Ike has shifted to Fiat White. And 
Cecil? Shell take a coo! Mocha Frost any tinie. 

But whatever the flavor, Mocha Blends signature coffee taste is fast becoming a hit among Filipino coffee lovers. 
Fortunately, with the addition of about 10 more outlets by year end, Mocha Blends wil be available in more cities 
around the country. Fora nation that consumes at least 50,000 metric tons of coffee a year, that is good news indeed. 


The Espresso Difference 


30 coffee shops in a litle over a year! That 
isa great accomplishment indeed! Truly a 
great example of Filipino diligence, 
resourceluiness, creativity, and manage- 
ment excellence. 


We recall how some years back, we were 
very excited al the growth rate af coffee — ] 
‘appreciation in the Philippines. As we have 
been supplying the roast for some time, we 
saw how coffee has become even more popular among many Filipinos 
today. So much so that we are seriously looking into setting up a 
roasting plant in your country. 


‘And we are very proud to be your partner in the coffee industry. With 
each cup and each sip, we look forward to more creative collaboration, 
knowing full well that cur individual cultural tastes have set a conducive 
backdrop for a full-bodied blend of international coffee flavors, 


Congratulations on your success! Here's to a richer cup ahead! 


Paul Mannassis 
Founder & President 
Mocha Coffee, Ltd. Austratia 


Espresso | believe is a perfect drink that 
leads to memorable occasions. I1 can. 
trigger events and flashback of good times 
shared. | particularly relish the knowledge 
that we are integral in that experience, 


We at Elektra are committed to planning, 
producing and updating prime, quality 
espresso machines. To consistently deliver 
precise workmanship that in turn results in 
pure coffee perfection. This quality we speak of deserves no less 
than the best which is Mocha Coffee, 


We are indeed fortunate to have this opportunity that led us to Mocha 
Blends here in the Philippines. I am amazed atits growth for such a 
short time. What a young, dynamic and enthusiastic group you are! 
And I think its because we all share in the passion of not just drinking 
the best coffee... but serving the best coffee, 


| dare say, this is just the beginning. Congratulations to the Management, 
Partners and Franchisees of Mocha Blends. 


"ter Kalos 
Managing Director 
Elektra, Australia. Distributor of Elektra Italy 


Espresso is a process of coffee extraction that uses only the best part of the beans. And 
instead of brewing the grounds or subjecting itto a long and tedious drip method, espresso 
utilizes water that is not quite boiling and a lot of 
pressure to deliver a hearty cup. But while there are 
excellent espresso machines available to calculate the 
water temperature and pressure, the pleasure of every 
sip also hinges on the expertise of a good barista. 


wx 
Espresso, 
the cup that 
matters 


Fipino coffee shop chain 
Mocha Blends serves only 
the best espresso master- 
pieces straight from the 
hands of their seasoned 
baristas. Allied with 
Australian master roasters 
Mocha Cottee Ltd., Mocha. 
Blends’ coffes comes from 
100% imported beans, 
blended and roasted 

down under. This alliance 
also resulted in a specially 
developed blend that 
includes our very own Philippine Arabica, aptly called Maharlika" 


The only 
cappuccino with 
the signature 
“doughnut” hole 


made 
the way it should be 


Pn 
Mocha d 


Fredoccino 
Because allthei 30 branches and franchisees serve cote the espresso way, the customer 

can capture the fll delights of the beans when ordering a Long Black (espresso shot diffusec in wate), 
Cappuccino (espresso shot lopped with a generous foam), Flat White (espresso shot marbleize with 
milk, Café Late espresso shat topped with steamed milk), or Calé Vienna (a Long Black crowned 
with whipped cream and garnished with coffee beans). There are aiso mocha mixes ike Café Mocha 
{an espresso shot infused with the special Mocha Choc from Austraa), Mocha Malt (an espresso shot 
withthe special Mocha Choc plus delicious maltéd milk, and Mocha Adoration (Calé Mocha with a 
twist of raspberry, crowned with whipped cream then laced with white chocolate). Those who lie their 
cofas cold can enjoy Espresso on Ice. Traditional espresso offerings are Short Black (espresso in its 
purest form), Macchiato (espresso shot stained with mik) and Afogato (espresso shot sweetened with 


Since it opened its firs 


seem to have a favor 


or call 374-3098/410-747 
Development Manager) 


Millions of people around the world enjoy a hot cup of coffee every morning, with some imbibing steaming quantities at all times of the day. Some prefer a strong black brew, while others drown 
their daily stresses with latte. Yet whether hot or cold, bitter or sweet, plain or frothy, real coffee lovers know that coffee is at its best when served espresso-style. 

ice cream). Likewise, Mocha Blends celebrates the sweet tooth with signature frosts, 
B. ost notable of which is Mocha Frost, a delightlul blend of coffee essence and 
‘special Mocha Choc syrup built up on ice and creamy vanilla ice cream. 


But Mocha Blends is not just a coffee paradise. They also serve hot and filing food, 


All-day favorite hangout! 


boneless daing na bangus available throughout the 


be outdone, Mocha Blends has ils array of treats for 
those with a hankering for cakes, pastries and sweets. 


Mocha Biends has been enjoying the loyal patronage of discriminating 
customers both in Metro Manila and the provincial areas. Its regulars 


when they first visited. And as more and more franchises continue to dot the Philippine landscape, 
‘mote Filpinos will get to enjoy the rich espresso goodness of Mocha Blends. 


Formore information and franchising details, contact Mocha Blonds Corporation at ranctisingfemochablonds corn 


from simple toasts to 
gourmet sandwiches, 
pastato rice savories, and 
even Australian fusion. 
pies. Very popular among 
professionals and students, 
alike is thelr Breakfast-Al- 

" Day menus, with home- 
cooked favorites like tapa, 
tocino, longganiza, and 


id even in the wee hours of the morning. Not to 


st shop in Congressional Avenue in July 2002, J 
J 


In love with Latte! 
ite cozy corner that is as welcoming today as 


77 and look for Mr. Luis J. dela Cruz (Managing Director) or Mr. Arne! C. Agbay (Business. 


ss. s. LIFESTYLE E (1, THURSDAY OCTOBER 14,2004 


weets from a sweet 1 


CRAVINGS marks its 16th year Coffee Beanery’s home-grown Cravings bestsellers at P16. C. 
with "Sweet Pleasures at 16: Cof- coffee, hotor cold. tomers in orange who will visit 
fee and Cake Festival” on Oct. 15, Award-winning baristas will any Cravings outlet Oct. 1-16 will 
5 pam, at Cravings Metrowalk automatically get a 10-percent 
Ortigas, Meralco Ave, Pasig City. Proceeds from ticket sales will discount and complimentary 
+ | Abuffettablewillbesetupand benefit the Culinary Education dessert 

‘diners will have a choice of Foundation’s Culinary Training Cravings branches is at 

cheesecake topped with blueber- Program foroutofschoolyouths Katipunan, | Tomas Morato, 

Ty strawberry or mango; rich The anniversary celebration al- Shangri-La Mall, Robinsons Gal- 
chocolate mousse; black forest; so features “Great Price Rollback” leria, Robinsons Place Manila, 
sansrival; tiramisu; pecan or wal- and the "How Orange Can You Metrowalk, and Festival Mall. 
mut pies; and other cakes. Get" promos. The "Great Price Call 6891111 or visit wwwerav- 
Coffee lovers can enjoy the Rollback” offers until Oct. 16 four ingsgroup.com GIVE in to Cravings’ sweet pleasures. 


Life begins 
at 40 


From page Et 


sense, feel, dedication and discipline. 

Chef Tony Palermo, executive chef, 
Club Punta Fuego 

Yes. Self-discipline, love and innovation 
make a good chef. The nice thing about hav- 
ing a job like ours is that there is no age lim- 
its. We never run out of jobs or offers simply 
because we're old. Take a two-year course 
and get all the experience you possibly 
could. See, in this business, you only get 
better with experience, and experience usu- 
ally comes with agel 

Chef Christopher Romine, executive 
chef, Shangri-La Makati 

Yes. As long as you love it, as long as you 
have the passion. Learn the basics. You must. 
be prepared for 18- to 20-hour days and to 
work when everyone else is on vacation. 
You have to adjust and organize your 
lifestyle. 

There is a glamorous side to being a chef 
and it gives you a chance to see the world. 
But kitchen workisn't glamorous, especially 
when preparing 500 plates and everyone is 
telling you: “I need it now" 

You must also be completely dependable. 
Being a chef means mastering everything in 
the kitchen—from costing, management, 
cooking... Ics a difficult job, so you must 
love ie! 

Chef Cyrille Soenen, executive chef, In- 
ter-Continental Manila 

Oh, at 40? He must love it. For as long as 
heloves what he does, yes. 

Tom, you couldn't have asked a more 
prestigious bunch to answer your question. 
Chef Christopher Romine put it together 
beautifully when he said: "Not all cooks are 
chefs but all chefs are cooks, who cook from 
the heart.” 

If this is at all a sign, then I guess we'll be 
seeing you at our end of the rainbow! 


id DNle™ (Digital Natural Image engine) chip 
s0.sophisticated it can recognise and optimise Cookingup a surprise 
Ive been married for four years and 

haven't cooked for my husband, not one 

decent meal. l'm hopeless in the kitchen. 

His birthday is coming up and I want to 

j surprise him by cooking his favorite, Buf- 

j falo Wings. 


CHE-CHE 
Tm glad you decided to venture into the 
Image Optimiser `- kitchen. Remember, to deep-fry your wings 
à toerileg insulin ia Hcr in very hor oil. Drain them on paper towels 

Z after frying and before tossing them into the 
a Tabasco mixture. Serve hot with red lip- 
3 stick. Good luck and let me know how they 
turned out. 

By the way, Bulfalo Wings originated 
from a restaurant in Buffalo, New York 
called the Anchor Bar. 


Buffalo Wings 

Vek chicken wings, cleaned 

Yc butter, melted 

Y c Tabasco or any hot pepper sauce (I 
like Chipotle Tabasco the best, gives ita nice 
flavor) 

2 thsp sugar 

Combine Tabasco, butter and sugar. Set 
aside 

Heat up oil and deep-fry wings until gold- 
en. Toss in Tabasco mixture. 

Serve with sauce and celery sticks, 


Motion Optimi: 
&lininstes noise 


Colour Optimiser 
shows natural hues 


Sauce 
Adjust ingredients according to taste: 
1a blue cheese (I like substituting Gor- 
gonzola for regular blue) 
1/3 c cream cheese, softened 
1/3 c mayonnaise 


i Plasma 1 rbsp lemon juice | 
2 tbsp finely chopped onion 
i TV 2isphiney minced gare 
1 | Vac finely chopped parsley 
1 = 1/3 esoureream a 
1 tbsp white wine vinegar i 
—= E | 
PS-A2D4 Yee sour eream i 
Lisp sugar 


Salt and pepper to taste 
Combine in a bowl, Mix well and season 
to taste, Refrigerate until ready to serve 


Ingredients available at Rustan's, Uni- 
mart, S&R, Santis, SM. 
ii : Text 0917-8399888. 
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By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


BETTER 40 years late than never. 
Thats how long it took Chad Stuart and 
Jeremy Clyde, who made it big in the early 
1960s as the British pop duo Chad and Jere- 
my; to come to the distant shores of the Philip- 
pines, where their music has many followers 

Tn an interview at the Century Park Hotel. 

*on Tuesday Chad and Jeremy said 
they picked up theirguitars again only 
last year, decades after they stopped 
performing, and found that new joy in 
singing thei old songs. 

Fortunately for them as well as for 
their fans, the voices of Chad, now 62, 
and Jeremy, 63, are still in good working con- 
dition, thanks to constant practice in their act- 
ing and musical careers. They sound just as 
good as they ever did, maybe even better 

“You never really stop being a musician,” 
said Jeremy. “We are putting this year aside to 
have fun singing our songs again.” 

Chad promised that their musie still sounds 
fresh 40 years after they first recorded them, 
precisely because they have been absent all 
these years. 

“So my advice to other groups out there, 
take 40 years off” Chad said. 

Jeremy said he thought of reviving the duo 
two years ago, when he read in Vanity Fair an. 
amice on the British music invasion. Chad 
and Jeremy were prominently mentioned in 
the article. 

Jeremy asked his brother, who works with 
the Beatles estate, to check out the music 
scene and see if there was an opportunity for 
the duo to get back on the road. 

“After making a few phone calls he told me. 
the scene was there if we wanted it," said 
Jeremy “So Lrang up Chad, and here we are.” 

It was easy for the two men to get back to- 
gether since they have maintained their 


friendship even after they left from the 
recording scene and led separate lives on both 
sides ofthe Atlantic. 

Jeremy was busy acting in the movies, on 
television and in theater in London, while 
Chad was a music teacher in Idaho in the 
United States, 

“Jeremy finally admitted that he was a 
schizophrenic, being an actor and a musi- 
clan," said Chad, "And he also said 
he was bursting at the seams with 


SHOW --new-songs that he wanted to try 
TIME 


out.” 

They knew that acoustic music. 

has made a comeback in the United 

States, but they did not realize just 
how much of a rage it was until they per- 
formed last year in Cleveland, Ohio as part of 
‘The British Invasion concert broadcast by 
PBS. 

"We were astonished at the reaction," said 
Jeremy. "We only sang a couple of songs but 
everybody was so excited, so we thought of 
doing this again." 

Chad and Jeremy, known for their roman- 
tic sound and harmonious vocals, were 
friends and classmates at the prestigious 
Central School for Speech and Drama in 
London. They were first part ofa short-lived 
band called The Jerks before they went on 
their own. They were discovered by com- 
poser and record producer John Barry and 
they scored their first hit, “Yesterday's 
Gone,” in 1963. 

They followed up their first hit with others 
like “Willow Weep for Me," "Before and After" 


"Distant Shores" and "Summer Song.” The last. k 


song became their biggest hit in the US. 

Conflicting commitments. and problems 
with their record company led to their split in 
1968, Apart from a short tour in 1986 as part 
‘of British Invasion I, with Gerry and the Pace 
makers, Freddie and the Dreamers and The 


RAVES! "Penis Talks” stars (from left) Jenine Desiderio, Christian Vasquez, Russel Simon, 


Leon 


^ DIDN'T know they could act!" exclaimed 
filmmaker Gil Portes, as though the stars of 
"AIL About Men ... Penis Talks" were expected 
tobe litle more than gorgeous and sexy. 
| The internationally acclaimed Portes 
> watched on opening night and thought Chris- 
tian Vazquez, Luis Alandy, Carlo Maceda, Pao- 
lo Paraiso, Jeffrey Hidalgo, Douglas Robin- 
son, William Thio and Russel Simon had all 
performed "like they were stage veterans.” 
Ina word? Portes didn't think twice: "Bravo." 


Jeffrey Hidalgo, William Thio, Luis Alandy, Douglas Robinson, Paolo Pa 


Surprise! They can act! 


and Angelu de 


T 


Jeremy still in perfect harmony 


Searchers, they were largely absent from the. 
touring scene. 

‘But after seeing the response to their PBS 
stint, Chad and Jeremy decided to come back 
with a vengeance 

Chad and Jeremy are on a world tour with 
the Philippines as their first stop. Brought to 
Manila by Steve O' Neal Productions, they 
will perform the Hard Rock Café in Glorietta 
tomorrow, Oct. 15, and at Aliw Theater on 
Saturday, Oct. 16. 

‘Accompanying them are bassist Doug Gar- 
ing and Chad's daughter Elizabeth, who will 
sing a couple of songs with her father. 

Chad and Jeremy are also preparing for 
their first album in more than 20 years, an 
acoustic double album called "Now and 
Then," featuring their old hits and new com- 
positions. 


BARRE 
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All roads led to Music Museum on Oct. 2 
and 3, and the theater goers got their wish: A. 
roller coaster ride of comedy, drama, music 
and superb entertainment. 

Entertainment columnist Ronald Con- 
stantino said banker and art patron Danny 
Dolor had marveled at Alandy's acting in the 
sketches titled "Batang Paslit (Little Child)" 
and “Military Victim." 

Desiree del Valle and Mylene Dizon, 

SURPRISE/A2 


BEFORE & AFTER, like thelr song says. Another Chad & Jeremy hit 
says, "Yesterday's Gone,” but the present still sounds much like 
yesterday as far as their musi is concerned. 
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Del Valle was seen 
applauding enthusi 
astically, and Dizon, 
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3 ud OPEN WATER umcsrains:Ps i3 ments, too. Desiderio 

S4 WEE was at once comic 

‘SM City Sta.Mesa SMCiy Manila and dramatic as “Op- 

‘Cinema 7 Crema 7 cerada — (Iranssexu- 
‘SM City Southmall SM City North Edsa = al.” 

ew? pier The main guys 

were in the briefest of 

TET briefs—red — and 

white bikinis—most 

THE PUNISHER vss of the time. For the 

rousing finale, “It's 

SM Ciy Manta Raining Men" the 

EMME SMCiySouhaall SM CiyFaiview SM City St. Mesa wore. rule-colored 

pis Came ‘Bene ee 

cast also included 

male models who 

TIO wore only thongs 
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worth. 
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Pelicula Pelikula 2004 
The 3rd Spanish Film Festival 


while at the same 
time advocating a 

1-17 October 
more ^ enlightened, 
Greenbelt 1 Artfilm head-on awareness 
E of the endless possi- 
eis bilities of humaniz- 
esto ing, politicizing and 
Comes eventually liberating 


Filipino sexuality” 
Thatsa lot. 
Additional show 

dates are Oct. 15 and 

16. Call Music Muse- 

um, 721-0635 or 721- 

6726; DMV Emer- 

tainment, 374-1361 

or 415-0373; Ticket- 

world, 891-5610 or 

8919999. Or visit 
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TNR ENTERTAINMENT H 
Freestyle album launch, early 
Halloween party at Streetscape 


SPECIAL performances mark Streetscape's ly Halloween party with the Lim- 22, Mulatto on Oct. 23 and D' 
shows for October. ited Edition and for Session on Soulon Oct. 30, TOP MOVIE THEATER 

Jam 88.3 started heat- Oct. 29. The Halloween celebra- For more information, call 22nd Annual National Familly Consumers 

ing the night last night, tion wili be capped by aspectacu- Shangri-La Plaza customer rela- Consumer's Quollly Award 2004 Choice Award 2003 


Wednesday, with "Radio lar fireworks display. tions at 633-7851. 
Live Jam Session” featur- Bands on weekends include Shangri-La Plaza is DTI/PRAs 
SHOW ing 3rd Degree, Wynn- Route 70on Oct. 15,CircusBand "Best Shopping Center of the 
Time fd Mantlana, Benzi & on Oct 16, Real Groove on Oct. Year 
Sofia, Jeff's Crib, Lickety 
Spit, Myles de La Fuente, 
Paul Flaviano, Kitchie 
Nadal, Jeazell, Bryan de Leon, Firelane, Lu- 
cid, Pancake 80 and Lite Switch, in a three- |, 
hour non-stop live performance anchored by 
the FM stations hippest and coolest die [— 
jocks. $ 
"The Freestyle band, which took the coun- | 
js musie circuit by storm with the hit songs 
“So Slow,” "This Time,” and “Before I Let You 
Go,” launches its fourth studio album, “Once 
in a Lifetime,” today. The launch is the high- 
Hight of the band's "Once ina Lifetime” promo 
tour 
‘American shoe brand GBK perks up the 
shove with prizes and surprises, Lucky guests 
can bring home cool pairs of GBX shoes. mal REM 
Streetscape invites everyone to dress up in ned Reiéived 
their creepiest costumes and celebrateanear. | MiBRBIENAEAR us 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2004 


‘THE PUNISHER’ 


By Ruben M. Cruz Jr. 
Contributor. 


"THE PUNISHER’ is just the latest in a long 
line of revenge flicks featuring angry, almost 
razy men, who let their fists and guns—in 
this case, even bow and arrow—do the talk- 
ing. 

Its plot involves the umpteenth rendition of 
the most overworked of all modern action- 
movie premises: the good guy who goes on a 
rampage seeking revenge against the bad 
guys who killed his loved ones. 

Yes, the loved ones of the movie's hero, 
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Frank Castle (Tom Jane), will die before the 
first reel is over. I am confident I didn't give 


Routine FEVENGE 


leased. 
‘The key tothe success of the revenge genre, 


anything away by revealing their death be- atleast for me, isto make the hero's settling of 


cause the movies trailer shows them dying. 
"They have to die. Thats why Castle be- 
comes "The Punisher" 

Fans of the Marvel Comics’ crime 
fighter, upon whom this movieis based, 
know as much. By the way, this is al- 
ready the second movie version of The 
Punisher. Dolph Lundgren, the Swede who 
played Russian Ivan Drago in "Rocky IIl es- 
Sayed the role in a 1989 movie of the same ti- 
tle, which was soon forgotten after it was re- 
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Review 


‘scores as viscerally and emotionally satisfying 


as possible. You do this by making the bad 
guys look really despicable, their ac- 
tions so vile that the audience has no 
choice but to see the benefits of vigi- 
lante-syle retribution. There should 
be no moral quagmire to sidestep, no 
dilemmas to complicate the hero's and the au- 

ences consciences. The bad guys have to be 
that bad and we have to look forward to 
what's coming to them. 


Fair warning 

In "The Punisher" Castle is an undercover 
FBI agent whose last assignment, a drug bust, 
results in the accidental death of the son of 
criminal overlord Howard Saint (John Travol- 
ta). Pursuing the usual formulaic yada yada, 
Saint orders his hit men, led by chief torturer 
Quentin Glass (Will Patton, “The Mothman 
Prophecies”), to wipe out Castle and his en- 
tire lan from the face of the earth. 

Conveniently enough, Castle and his entire 
dan, including his wife, son, father and two 
dozen or so relatives, are having a grand re- 
union in a resort house somewhere in Puerto 
Rico, where there are no neighbors, no people 
Within miles to serve as wimesses, not even a 
barking dog for secu (Hi men should beso 
lucky). 

‘Quentin and his band of bad men accom- 
plish the task, sparing no one and saving their 
cruelest for Castle and his wife and son. They 
leave, thinking of course that everyone is 
dead; and of course, they're wrong. 

The rest is routine revenge. It doesn't take 
much more to send Castle off the deep end, 
and the title of the movie gives fair warning 
for the carnage that follows. 

This is the kind of movie fueled purely by 
blood, sweat and testosterone, the kind guys 
look for as an antidote when they've gone to 
one too many chick flicks with their dates. rs 
serviceable enough, with loud noises, action 
and one-liners—the cheesiest ones you've ever 
heard— to keep most of them awake and inter- 
esed. 

But when it comes to the hero's payback, 
the movie doesn’t deliver the goods. First- 
time director Jonathan Hensleigh, who wrote 
the screenplay of “Armageddon” and “Die 
Hard 3" and shares writing credits here as 
well, tries to make his work kinetic enough to 
give certain scenes a texture the script defi- 
nicely lacks, but his efforts are Futile. 


Empathy amust 

The screenplay glosses over too many story 
elements that need exploration. Never mind the 
large chunks of nonsense in the movie's story- 
line movies of this genre are normally stupid, 
boneheaded and absurdly impossible anyway. 
But there has to be something more than the 
growling macho dialogue the gunplay and all 
those explosions to make you care about what 


FAMILY MAN.FBI happens to Frank Castle and to make you sali- 


agent Frank Castle, vateat the prospect of his vengeance 
PhiyedbyTomjane, If you want to embrace his genre, creating 
loses hiswholefamily empathy for the hero is a must, and action, no 
hammare matter how effectively paced it is or nicely 
deedbyadrug Choreographed, doesn't create empathy. 
lord "Thomas Jane may have as much presence 
as any actor working today but he simply can- 
mot convey deep emotion here because he's 
got nothing to work with. His display of pain. 
and loss € his family's death is limited to 
icy glares, drooping shoulders and large gulps 
For the of bourbon. That's about it. T 
“The Punisher" wants us to feel Frank Cas- 
tle’s pain, but the filmmakers never make it 
genreto — real. 
F its sy execlaon, though, ue does 
have the hulking physique and threatening 
succeed, demeanor required for the role. He even re- 
sembles the artist's illustrations of The Pun- 
fhe bad isher in the comic book. 
Travolta deserves better 
Apart from Will Patton, no one makes 
guys have miga impression: Not that Patton is 
good; how ped he be, with this material? 
But at least he deservés kudos for having the 
tobevery Pei maa abr bes playing one of he 
‘movie's many one-dimensional characters, so 
bad and we _ hemightas well have fun with it. 
‘Travolta? I this is what he wants to do with 
his career, fine. He very well knows he de- 
have to serves better stuff than this. Oh well, maybe 
‘we'll catch him in his element in the upcom- 
ing “Ladder 49" where he co-stars with 
look Joaquin Phoenix 
There's another mortal sin the filmmakers 
commit for which T cannot give absolution. 
forward to Shey car Rebeca Romjin, the bombshell 
who kicked ass in movies like "X-Men" (she 
2, played Mystique), "Femme Fatale” and 
what s “Rollerball” and give her nothing to do but 
^ watch Jane admiringly. She's little more than 
Coming tO setdecoration in this movie 
It makes you wish she'd don her blue body 
paint and star inflicting some real punish- 
them. ment. 


presents specials this month, start- 
ing with the GH 5 celebrating with 
Norma J. tonight, Oct. 14. The GH S 
(Great Hitmakers 5) are Hajji Ale- 
jandro, Rico J. Puno, Marco Sison, 
Rey Valera and Nonoy Zuñiga. And 
Norma J. is Norma Japitana, their 
international agent and touring 


ifshe: 


their: 
The 


HITMAKERS (from left) Nonoy Zuñiga, Rey Valera, Rico J. Puno, H 


‘GH 5’ celebrates with Norma J tonight 


RICO J. Puno's Coriks bar in Makati manager. 

"The five will rehash the fun and 
naughtiness that happened while 
they were on tour with Norma J, and 
how they could put one over her even 


Listen to their music and find out 


lejandro and Marco Sison 


Nov. 7 with Cesar Montano and Ru- 
fa Mae Quinto as guests, and in 
Guam on Dec. 4. Noth shows were 
arranged through NJ Associates. 

CCoriks’ other specials are Florante 
tomorrow night, the 2nd anniversary 
show with Rico J. on Sarurday, Oct. 
16, and Lloyd Umali on Oct. 22 and 
23. 


watched them like a hawk. 


secrets tonight. 
le GH 5 will be in Hong Kong 


Comic relief from Bernie 


BERNIE Uy has found a different, challenging. 
‘venue for her comic skills: the Dusit Hotel, 
where she is a guest in Tin Arnaldo's lounge 
show. 

“Twill loosen up things a bit when 1 go on 
stage from out of nowhere and sing a duet with 
Tin,” Bernie says. The, uh, plump comedienne 
will serve as foil for the sweet, demure Tin, the 
star of The Other Side of Me," on Oct. 29. 

Both are talents of Ronnie Henares Prime- 
line Inc. 

"My job is to complement, to blend with 
Tin,” says Bernie, “She's the princess, m the 
court jester” 


The two are a study in contrast, Tin's voice 
is cool and soothing; Bernie's belting style can 
you out of your reverie. One lulls you to 
tranquility, another surprises you with her 
bombastic performance. 

Also a guest in "The Other Side of Me" is 
604. Ronnie Henares is director and Eric Nar- 
vaez is musical director. 

Sponsors are Rizal Commercial Banking 
Corp., GMA, Soniaire Club Spa, Azta Urban 
Salon, Business People, 7107 island Place- 
‘ment and Productions, Atlas Door to Door 
‘and JBJ Hamburger. The show is a Primeline 
Inc. production. 


